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- [Humbly preſented to Oliver Cromwel, 

© [General of the Common-wealths Army in Eng- 

| land. And to all Engliſh-men my brethren whether in 
Church-fellowſhip, or not in Church-fellowſhip, both 
ſorts walking as they conceive according to the Or- 

I der of the Goſpel: and from them to all the 

oi Nations in the World. 

& [Wherein is Declared , Whatis Kingly Government, 

| and whatis Commonwealths Government. __ 
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” \nthee, O England, is the Law ariſing up to ſhine, \<j... © 

| If thou receive and prattiſe it , the crown it wil be thine. cj (\V 

If thow reject, and ſtil remain a froward Son to be, | 

Another Land wil it receive, and take the crown from thee. 
Revel. 11. 15. Dan. 7. 27. 


El. LONDON, . 
| [Printed by F. M. for the Author, and are to be {old by Ges 
© | Calvert at the black Spred-Eagle at the Weſt end of Pawls. 1653. 
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General of the . | | 
Commonyealths Army << | 
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OD hath honored you with the hi Honor of any man lj 
 lince Moſes time, to be the Head of a Peo cople, who have caſt I | 
out an Opprefling Pharaoh : For when the Normaes Power "ALAM 
' had conquered: our Forefathers, he took the free uſe of our Wh 
bag liſh Ground from them, and made themrhisfervants. And Godhath ©: Wl 
e you a ſucceſsful Inſtrument to caſt out that Conqueror, and to re- Wt! 
cover our Land and Liberties again, by your Vifories, outof that Nor- 


mas hand. i Il ' 
That which is yet wanting on-your part to be done, is this, To (ee the 1"J0 
Oppreſſors. Power to be ca | perſon ; And to ſee that l 


oppreiled ngland. 

or the Crown of Honor cannot be yours, neither can thoſe ViRories 
be called ViRories on your part, till theT.and aw Freedoms won bepoſ- 
ſeſſed by them who adyentured perſon and purſe for them, 

Now you know Sir, that the Kingly Conqueror was not beaten by 
you anely as you are 2 fingle gle man, nor by the Officers of the Army joyn- 
ed toyou; but by the hand and afliſtance of the Commonetrs, won 
A 2 ome 
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ſome came in perſon, and adventured their lives with you ; others ſtayd 
at home, and planted the Earth,and payd Taxes and Freequarter to main. 
rain you that went to war. 

So that whatſoever is recovered from the Conqueror, is recovered 
a joynt conſent of the Commoners : therefore itis all Equity, That all 
the Commoners who affiſted you,ſhould be ſer fre the Conqueiors 
power with you : As Davids Law was; The fpoy! ſhall be divided be» 
1w-en them who went to War, and them Who ſtayd at home, 

And now you have the Power of the Land in your hand, you muſt do 
orc of theſe two things : Firſt, either ſet the Land free to the oppreſſed 
Commoners,- who afliſted you, and payd the Army their wages : and 
then you will fulfil the Scriptures and your own Engagements, and fo 
cake poſſeſlion of your deſerved Honor. 

+ Or ſ{ccondly, you muſt onely remove the Conquerors Power out of 
—/ , the Kings hand into other mens, -maintaining the old Laws ſtill : And 
— then your Wiſdom and Honor is blaſt Tor ever z and you will cicher | 
loſe your ſelf, or lay the Foandarion of greater Slavery to poſterity then 
you ever knew. ſe —_ | 

You know that while the King was in the height of his oppreſling 
Power, the People onely whiſpered in private Chambers againſt him : 
Bur afterwards it was preached upon the houſe tops, That he was a Ty- 
rant and a Traytor to Englands peace; and he had his overturn. 

The righteous Power in the Creation is the ſame ſtill z If youzand thoſe 
in power with you, ſhould be found walking in the Kings ſteps, can you 

5 ſ:cure your ſelves or poſterities from an overturn ? Surely No, 


The Spirit of the whole Creation (who is God) is about the Reformas 
tion of the WorldJind Fe will go forward in his work : For if he would 
not ſpare Kings, who have ſat ſo long at his right hand, governing the 
World, neither will te regard you; unleſs your ways be found more 
righteous then the Kings. : 

You have the eyes of the People all the Land over, nay I think 1 may 
ſay all neighboring Naviens.ouct, awaiting to-lce-what-yourvilLdo.zApd 
the eyes of your opprefled friends, who lie yetunderKingly-power, arc 
waiting to have ora | pagers mw _—_ of that wr = the Land, 

_ WIC was promijed by you, it in caſe you prevailed, ſe not your 

rown ; lcannnd wear It. But know, that it is no Crown of Honor, 

till Promiſes and Engagements made by you be performed to your 

friends. He that continues to the end, ſhall receive the (rown. Now you 

do not ſee the end of your work, unleſs the Kingly Law and Power be 
removed as well as his perſon, | 

| | Zonal's 


Zonab's Gonrd.is. a remembrancex to men in high places, 


The worm in the Earth gnawed the root, and the Gourd dyed, and 


7onah was offended. 


Sir, I pray bear-with me z my ſpirit is upon ſuch a lock thit I mutt 
ſpeak plain to you, leſt it tell me another day, 1f thou had(t poke plain, 


things might have been. amended, __ _.__ EL ELINE: 
The _—_ wherein your Gourd grows is the Commoners of England. 
The 


to you by giving the Peaple thei $,..30d not otherwiſe. 


The root of your GCourd is the heart cf the People, groaning under 
Kingly Bondage, and defirivg a Commonwealths Freedom in their Enge« 


liſh Earth, 


The worm in the Earth, now gnawing at the root of your Gourd, is 
Diſcontents, becauſe Engagements and Promiſes made to them by ſuch --7 


aS have power, are not kept. 


And this worm hath three heads : The firſt is a ſpirit waiting. oppor- 


eunities till a blaſting wind ariſe co cauſe your Gourd to wither z and yer 
pretends fair to yon,&c, 
Another ſpirit ſhelters under your Gonrd for a livelyhood, and'will ſay 


as you ſay in all things ; and theſe are called honeſt, yet no good friends ,/ 


to you nor the Commonwealth, but to their own bellies. 


There is a third ſpirit, which is faithful indeed, and plain- dealing, and m—n— 


many times for ſpeaking truth plainly he is caſhiered, impriſoned, and 


cruſhed : And the Opyrefſions layd pes this ſpirit kindles the fire 
which the two er waits to warm themielves at, * 
ould” you have your Gourd ſtand for cver ? Then cheriſh the root 
in the Earth ; that is, the heart of your friends, the —_— Commoners 
of England, 5 Ares the Worm. And nothing will kill this worm, but 
performance of profeſsions, words, and promiſes, that they may be 
made free men from Tyrariny, 
c on will TayTo me, bat foal 7 do ? T anſwer, You arein 


place and power to ſee all Burthens taken off TOPLSer friends.the Com- 


moners of England. Ycu will ſay, What are thoſe Burthen: ? 

I will inftance in fome, both which I know in my own experience, and 
which I hear the people dayly complaining of, and groaning under, look- 
ing upon ycu and waiting for Deliverance, 

Moſt people cry, We havepayd Taxes, given Freequarter, wafted our 
Eftates, and loft our Friends in the Wars, and the Taskmalters multi. 
ply over us more then formerly, I have asked divers this queliion, #hy 


do you [ay ſo ? 
A3 Some 
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is.that Power which covers you, which will be eſtabliſhed 


b 
o 


j 
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— LSomehaveanſwered me, That Promiſes, Oaths, and Engagements have 
been made as a Motive to draw usSTo in the Wars; priviledges 
of Parliament and Liberties of SubjeRs ſhould be preſerved, and that all Po- 
pery,and Epiſcopacy,and Tyranny ſhould be rooted out ; and theſe promiſes 

' are not performed : Now there is an opportunity to perform them, 
"th ; For firſt, ſay they, The current of ſucceeding Parliaments is Ropt, which is 

( 5s one of the greateſt Privieager ar Profle Lecce) Tot Safety and Peace ; 

' and if that continue ſtopt, we (hall be more offended by an hereditary Par- 

| liament, then we were oppre fed 2y an nerounary King. 
; And for the Co ers, Who were abjeRts, while the Kingly 
Corqueror was in power, have not as yet their Liberties granted them ; I 
will inſtance them in order,according as the common whiſperings are among 
the people. 
For ſay they, The burdens of the Clergy remains ſtill upon us, in a three- 
ſold nature. 

Firſt, If any man declare his Judgment in the things of Gad, contrary to 
the Clergies report, ot the mind of ſome high Officers, they are caſhiered, 
impriſoned, cruſhed,and undone, and made ſinners for a word, as they were 
in the Popes and Biſhops days ; ſo that though their names be caſt out, yer 
eheir High Commiſſion Courts Power remains ſtill, perſecuting men for 
Conſcience ſake, when their ations are unblameable. | 

--—»— Secondly,In many Pariſhes there are old formal ignorant Epiſcopal Prieſts 

eſtabliſhed 5 and ſome Miniſters, who are bitter Enemies to Common- 
wealths Freedom, and Friends to Monarchy, are eſtabliſhed Preachers, and 
Fre Tontinually buzziog their fabcle principles into thrmindyoP the people, 
to undermine the Peace of onreretnred Commonwealth, canfing adifaffedtie - 
on of ſpirit among neighbors, who otherwiſe would live in peace. 

Thirdly, The burden of Tythes remains {ti]l upon out Eſtates, which was 
taken from us by the Kings, and given to the Clergy, to maintain them b 
our labours : ſo that though their preaching fill the minds of many wi 


madneſs, contention, and unſatisfied Sy aaa, mas; 
rounded Doftines cannot be nnderſ{tood by them, and yer we muſt pay 
—SmTITarrodoing : this is Oppreſſion.  - 


Fowrthly, If wego to the Lawyer, we find him to fit in the Conquerors 
Chair, though the Kings be removed, maintaining the Kings Power to the 
height, for in manyCourts and caſes of Law,theWil of {Judy 8 Lawyer rules 
above the letter of the Law, and many Caſes and Suits are lengthened to the 
oreat vexation ci the Clients, and to the lodging of theix Eſtates in the purſe 
of the unbounded Lawyer : So chat we ſce, though other men be under a 
ſharp Law, yet many of the great Lawyers are not,bur Kill do a their will, 

2$ 
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as the Conqueror did ; as I have heard ſome belonging to the Law (ay, 
What cannot We do ? 


Fiftkly, S2y they, If we look upon the Cuſtoms of the Law it (elf, it is 
the ſame it was in the K-rgs days, only the name is altered; as it the Cam- 
moners of Fngla:4 had paid their Taxes, Free: quarter, and ſhed their blood, 
potto reform, bur to baptize the Law into a new name, from Kingly Law, 
to State Law ; by reaſon whiereof, the ſpiricof difcontent is ſtrengthened, 
to increaſe more Suits of Law, then formerly was known'to be: And fo as 


YI 


the Sword pulls down Kingly Power with one hand, the Kings old Law 


builds up Monarchy again with the other. 


And indeed the main Work of Reformation lies in this, to reform the — ij. 


Clergy, Lawyers, and Law ; for all the Complaints of the Land are wrapped 
bp within them three, not in the perfon of a King. 


Shalf men of other Nations ſay, That notwithfiandiog all thoſe rare wits 
im the Parliament and Army of England, yet they could not reform! the 


: (ia 
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Clergy, Lawyer, and Law, but muſt needs eſtabliſh all as the Kings lefe 
them ? 

Will not this blaſt all our Honor, and make all Monarchial Members langh 
in their ſlceves, to fee the Government of our Commonwealth to be built 
upon'the Kingly Laws and Principles ? 

I have asked divers Souldiers what they fought for ; they anſwered, they 
could not tell ; and ic is very true, they cannot tell indeed, if the Monarchial 


Law be eſtabliſhed without Reformation : But I wait to ſee what will be 


done ; and I doubt not but to fee our Commonyyealths Government to be 
built upon his own Foundation. 
* Sixthly, If we look into Pariſhes, the bardens there are many. 


Firſt, For the Power of Lords of Manors remains ſtill over their Brethren, li 
requiring Fines and Heriots ; beating them off the free uſe of the Common lil 
Land, unleſs their Brethren will pay them Rent ; exa&ing obedience, as | 


much as they did, and more, when the King was in Power. 


Now ſaith the people, By what Power do theſe maintain their Title over ! Jul 
us > Formerly they held Title from the King, as he was the Conquerors Snc- =—M 

ceſſor 3 But have not the Commoners caſt out the King, and broke the band 
of that Conqueſt ? Therefore in equity they ate free from the Alayery of that 


Lordly Power. 

Secondly, In Pariſhes where Commons lie,the rich Norman Free-holders, 
or the new (more covetous) Gentry, over-ſtock the Commons with Sheep 
and Cattle ; fo that inferior Tenants and poor Laborers ean hardly keep a 
Cow, but half ſtarve her ; ſo that the poor are kept poor ſtill, and the Com- 
mon Freedom of the Earth is kept from them, and the poor have no _ 
relic 
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reliefthen they had when the King (or Conqueror) was in power. 
Thirdly,In many Pariſhes two or three of che great ones bears all the ſway, 
in making Aſſeſſments over awing Conſtables and other Officers ; and 
when time was to.quarter Souldiers, they would have a hand in that, to caſe 
themſelves, and over-burden the weaker ſort ; and many times make large 


- accomprt,fizr he that ſpake ſhould be ſure to be cruſhed the next opportunity; 
and if any hzve complained ro Committees or Juſtices, they have been either 
wearied-eatbyerctrys-amd waiting, or elſe the offence hath been by them 

-——< {mothered up; ſo that we fee one great man favored another, and the poor 
opprefi:d have no relicf. 

Fourthly, There is another grievance which the people are much troubled 
at, and that is this ; Country people cannot fell any Corn or other fruits of 
the Earth in a Markee Town, na. chey muſt either pay Toll,or be turned out 

— of Town: Now ſay they, This is x molt ſhameful thing, That we muſt pare 
with our eſtates in Taxes and Free-quarter to purchaſe che Freedom of the 
Land, and the Freedom of the Towns, and yet this Freedom muſt be {till 
given from us, into the hands of a covetous Norman Toll-Taker, according 
to the Kings old burdenſom Laws, and contrary to the Liberty of a free 
Commonwealth. 

Now faith the whiſperings of the people, The inferior Tenants and La- 
borers bears all the burdens, inlaboring the Exrth, in paying Taxes and Free- 
quarter beyond their ſtrength, and in furniſhing the Armies with Souldiers, 
who bear the greateſt burden of the War ; and yet the Gentry, who op- 
preſs them, and that live idle upon their labours, carry away all the comfort- 
able livelyhood of the Earth. 

. For is not this a common ſpeech among the people, We hove parted with 
our Eſtates, we have loſt our Friends in the Wars, which we williogly gave 
up, becauſe Freedom was promiſed us ; and now in the end we have new 
Task-maſters, and our old burdens increaſed : and though all ſorts of people 
have taken an Engagement to caſt out Kingly Power, yet Kingly Power re- 
mains in power {till in the hands of thoſe who have no more right to the 
Earth then our ſ(clves. 

For ſay the people, If the I ords of Manors and our Task-maſters hold Title 

-- tothe Exrthover us from the o14 Kingly power,behold that power is beaten 
and caſt out. 

And two Att of Parliament are made. The one to caſt out Kingly pow- 
er, back'd by the Engagement againſt King and Houſe of Lords. The other 
to make Englanda free Commonwealth. FR 

n 


_ of mency over and above the Juſtices Warrant in Aſſeſſments, and | 
would give no accompt” why, meither durifthe inferior people demand an 


ow oy oo, pon, OS tors 


beenufe our labours, and blood, and death of triends, were 
the Earths freedome as well as theirs, 

And is not this a flavery, fay the People, That thongh there be Land 
enough in England, ta maintain ten times as many people as are in it , yet 
ſome muſt beg of thejr brethren, or work in 'hard drudgery for day wages 
for them, or ſtarve, or ſteal, and ſo be hanged out of the way, as mennor fit 
colive in the earth, before they muſt be ſuffered to plane the waſte land for 
their livelihood, unlefle they will pay Rent to their brethren for it ? wel, this 
is a burthen the Creation groans.under ; and the ſubjeRs ( ſo called) have 
not their Birth-right Freedomes granted them from their brethren, who hold 
it from them by club law, but not by righteouſneſs. 

And who now maſt we be ſubjeR to, ſeeing the Conqueror is gone ? 

I Anſwer , we mult either be-ſubje& toa Law, or to mens wils. If to a 
Law, then all men in Ezglaxd are ſubjeds, or ought to be, thereunto : but 

bat Law that is to which every one ovght to be ſubj:' is not yet eſtab- 
liſhed m'EX old Rings Laws are the Rule , then it may 
be Anſwered, That thoſe Laws are ſo full of confuſion, that few knows 
when they obey and when of, Becauſe they were f s of a Conqueror 
to hold the people in ſubje&ion to the will of the Conqueror ; therefore 
that cannot be the ruletor every one : beſides, we dayly ſee many aRions 
done by State Officers, which they have no Law to jultifie chem in, bue 
their Prerogative will. 

And again if we muſt be ſubje& to men, then what men mult we be 
ſubje& ro, ſeeing one man bath as much right to the carth as another, for no 
man now ſtandsas a Conqueror over his Brethren by the Law of righte- 
ouſneſs ? 

You will ſay , We muſt be ſubjeRtto the Raler , it is true, but not to 
ſuffcr the Rulers to call the Earth theirs and not onrs, for by fo doing they 
betray their erult, and run into the line of Twwannys and we loſe onr free- 
dome, and from thence Enmity ard Wy 

A Ruler is worthy doubt when he rules well , that is, when he 
himſelf is ſubj<R to the Law, and requires all others to be ſubj<R rhereunto 
and makes it his work to ſee-cthe Laws obeyed , and not his own will, and 
ſuch Rulers are faithfull, and they are to be ſubjeRed unto us therein, for all 
Commonwealths Rulers are ſervants to, not Lords and Kings over the peo- 
ple. Bur youWill ſay , Is not the Land your brothers? and you cannot 
take away mans Right by claiming a ſhare therein with him. 
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And if Lords of Mannors lay claim to the earch over us, from the Armies 
ViRories over the King ; then we have as much right to the Land as they, 


if 
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I Anſwer , It is his cither by creation right , or by right of Coneueſt : If 
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by Creation right he call the earth his and not mine ; then it is mine as well 
as his, for the Spirit of the whole Creation, who made us both, is no re- 


» ſpeaer of perfgns. — 


veſt he call the earth his and not mine, it muſt be either 
by the Conqueſt of tize Kings over the Commoners, or by the Cor:queſt of 
the Commoners over the Kings. 

It he claim the earth to be his from the Kings Conqueſt, The Kings are 
beaten and caſt out and thar title is undone. 

If he claim Title to the earth to be his from the Conquelt of the Commo- 
ners over the Kings, then I have right to the Land as well as my brother, for 
my brother,wichourt me,nor I without my brother,did not caſt out theKings, 
but both together aſlilting with perſon and purſe, we prevailed , ſo that 1 


— have by this ViRory as <quall. a ſhare in the earth which is now redeemed 


as my brother, by the Law of righteouſnefle. 

If my brother {till ſay he will be Landlord (through his covetous ambi- 
tion) 2nd I muſt pay him Rent, or clfe I ſhall not live in the Land , then does 
he take my right from me, which I have purchaſed by my money in Taxes... 
free quarter and blood. And O chotſSptrirofthe wHote Creation, who hath 
this Title to be called King of Reghreowſneſs, and Prince of Peace ; judge 
chou between my brother mime, WhetherTfiis be righteons, &c. 

And now, ſay the people , is not this a grievons thing that onr brethren 
thae will be Landlords right or wrong , will make Laws , and call for a Law 
to be made to impriſon, cruſh,nay put to death, any that denies God,Chriſt, 
and Scripture ; and yer they will not praiſe that golden Rule, Do to ans- 
ther as thou wouldſt have another do to thee, which God , Chriſt, and 
Scriptores, hath EnaRted for a Law 2 are not theſe men guilty of death by 
their own Law, which is the words of their own mouth ? is it not a flat 
d:nyall of God and Scripture ? 

O the confuſion and thick darkneſs that hath over-ſpread our Brethren is 
very great, I have no power to remove ir, but lament it in the ſecrets of 


; my heart; when I ſeg Prayys, Sermons, Faſts , Thankſpiving, direRed to 
this God i rds and-(hews, and ARTE ToTor Tos of obe- 
ence tothe Righteous Taw, ſuitable ro ſuch Tprofeſſion, I finde them men 


of another Nation, ſaying, and not doing ; like an old Courtier ſaying 7 owr 
Servant, when he was an Enemy. I wil ſay no more , but: groan and waite 
for areſtoration. 

Thus Sir, I have reckoned up ſome of thoſe burdens which the people 


groan under, 


And Ibeing ſenſible hereof was moved in my ſelf, to preſent this Platform 
of Commonyealths Government unto you , wherein I have declared a fol 
Common 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. IT 


Ccmmonwealths Freedome, according to the Rule of Righteouſneſs, which 
. is Gods Word, It was intended for your view above two years ago, but the f 
| diſorder of the Times canſed me to lay it aſide, with a thought never to bring Wt 
it to light, &c. Likewiſe I hearing that M. Peters and ſome others Pro- LR! 
pounded This Te quelr, That the Word of God might be conſulted with to ; Will 
finde out a healing Government, which I liked well, and waited to ſee ſuch tl 
aRule come forth, for there are good rules in the Scripture if they were ; Fl 
obeyed and praiſed : thereupon Bit 
I laid afide this in Filence, and ſaid, I would not make it publick ; but this 
word was like fire in my bones ever and anon, Thou foals not bury thy ta- 
lent in the earth , therefore I was ſtirred up to give it TTmreaAton;,and to 
pick together as many of my ſcattered papers as I conld finde, and to compile 
them into this mzthod, which I do here preſent to you, and do quiet my 
own ſpirit. 

And now I have ſet the candle at your door, for you have power in your 
hand, in this other added opportunity,to AR for Common Freedome if y ou 
will ; I have no power. 

It may be here are ſome things inſerted which you may not like, yet other 
things you may like , therefore I pray you read ir, and be as the induſtrious 
Bee, ſuck out the honey and caſt away the weeds. 

Though this Platform be like a peece of Timber rough hewd,yet the diſcreer jd 
workmen may take it, and frame a handſome building out of it. | j | 

Itis like a poor man that comes cloathed to your door in a torn country | | | j 
game, who is unacquainted with the learned Citizens unſetled forms and | 
aſbions ; take of the clowniſh language, for under that you may ſee beauty, 

It may be you will ſay , If Tythesbe-raker fron ciclts MTImpro- 
priators, and Copy-hold Services from Lords of Mannors, how (hal they be 
Po for again ; for 1s it not unrighteous to take their eſtates from 
them ? 7 

I Anſwer, when Tythes were firſt enacted, and Lordly pow er drawn over _ ' 
| the backs of the cope the Kings and Conquerors made no ſcruptc of * Ty i. Thi 
ConſMneeto make it, though the people lived in fore bondage of poverty ; Il 
for want of it; and can there be ſcruple of conſcience to make reſtitution Will 
of this which hath been ſo long ſtoln goods ? It is no {cruple ariſing fro ! 
the Rightcons Law, but from cov:rou'neſs, who goes away ſorrowfull c 
heare he muſt part with all to follow Rightcouſneſs and Peace. | 3 

But though you do take away Tythes,and the Power of Lords of Mannors, | fil 
yet there will be no want to them, for they have the freedome of the Com- | lk 
mon ſtock, they may ſend to the Storchoutes faOrWtIr rheymeymallle Wal 
more free then now they do , for now _ are in care and vexation by fer. 82! 
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vants,by caſualries, by being cheated in buying and ſdling, and many other 
incumdrances, but then they will be free from all, for the common Store- 
houles is every mans riches, not any ones. 
— # Is not buyirg and f:l:;ng a righteous Law ? No, It is the Law of the Con- 
| queror, bur no? the righteons Law of Creation : how can that be righteous 
g which is a cheat ? for is not this a common praftiſe, when he batha bad Horſe 
' or Cow, or any bad commodity, he will fend it to the Marker, co chear ſome 
ſimple plain-hearted man or other, and when he comes hone , will laugh ar 
_- his neighbours hore, and much more &c. 
=— Wheo Mankinde began to buy and ſcll, then did he fall from his Innocen- 
6: / 5 cy ; fort 'Y degan to oppreſs and cozen one another of their Creation 
Birth-right : As for example ; If the Land belong to three perſons, and two 
of them buy and (cll the Earch, and the third give no conſent, his Right s 
taken from him, and his poſterity is engaged in a War. 
When the Earth was firſt bonght and ſold, many gave no conſert : As 
when our Crown Lands, and Biſhops Lands were ſold, forme fooliſh Soldiers 
yeelded, and coverous Officers were ative in it, to advance themfclves + 
bove their Brethren : bat many, who payd Taxes and Freequarter for the 
parchaſe of it, gave no conſent, but declared againſt it, as an unrighteons 
ching, deprivivg poſterity of their Birth-rights and Freedoms, 
Therefore this bayiog and (cling did bripg in, and Rill doch bring m, diſ- 
contents and wars, which have plagued Mankind ſufficiently for ſo doing. 
And or —_ - the world will never leam _— _ —_ ſwords mo 
owtlhares, and their ſpears mro pruning hooks, ve of warring, un- 
py this cheating device of bayi ns ſclling be caſt out among therubbh 
of Kingly power. 
Bar ſhall noe one man be richer then another ? 
There is no need of that ; for Riches make men vain-glorious, proud, and 
to opprelſs their Brethren ; and are the occalion of wars. 
\ No man can be rich, bye be muſt be rich, eirher_by his own labors, or by 
" - the laborsof other men helping him: If a man have no belp f. om his neigh- 
bor, h+ (hzl} never gather an Eftare cf hundreds and chouſands a year : It o- | 
cher men help im co work, then are choſe Riches bis Nerghbors, as well as | 
his; for they be the fruit of other mens labors as will as his own. | 
Bar all rich menlive ac caſe, feeding and clothing themſelves by the labors {| 
of other men, not by their own ; which is their ſhame, and not their Nobili ! 
fy ; for ic isa more blifled thing to give then co receive :; But rich men re- 
——CEivea _ have trom the laborers hand, and what they give, they give a- 
way 1Dors, their owN ; Theretore they are not righzeous 


AQors in the Earch. 


But 
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But ſhall not one man have more Titles of Honor then another ? . . 
Yes: As a man goes through Offices, he riſcs to Titles of Honor, till he 

comes to the higheſt Nobilicy, to be a faichinl Commonwealths man in a Par- 

lament Houſe, Likewiſe he who findes out any fecret in Natwre, ſhall have 


a Title of Honor given him, though he be a young man. Bat no man hall } Tell 


have ary Title of Honor till he win ir by induſtry, or come to itÞFage, or 
Cffice-bearirg. Every man that is above ſixty yearsof ve reſpect 
25 1 manof Honor by all others that are younger, as is ſhewed hercatter. 

Shall every man count his Neighbors houſe as his own, and hve together 
as one Family ? WT io. 

No: —_—_— Earth and Storchonſes be common to every Family, yer 
every Family (hall live apart as they do ; and every mans houfe, wife, chit 
dren, and furniture for ornament of his bcuſe, or any thing which he hath 
ferched in from the Storehouſes, or provided for the neceſſary nfe of his Fa- 
mily, is all a propriety to thar Family, for rhe peace thereof. And if any man 
offer to take away 2 mans wife, children, or furnitare of his houſe, withone 
his conſent, or diſturb the peace of his dyelling, he (ball ſafer punifhmene 
asan Enemy to the CommonWealths Government ; as is mentioned in the 
Platforms following. 

Shall wc have no Lawyers ? 

There i$no need of them, for there is to be no buying and ſelling ; nei- 
ther any need co exponnd Laws; for the bare lerter of the Law ſhall be both 
Jade and Lawyer, trymg every mans ations : And feeing we ſhall have 
incceffive Parliaments cvery year, there will be Rales made for every ati. 
on 2 man.cm do. 

Bur there is to be Officers choſen yearly in every pariſh, to ſce the Laws 
executed accordivg to the letter of the Eaws; fo that there will be nolonz 
work in trying of Offences, as it is under Kingly Governmene, to get the 
Lawyers mony, and to erflave the Commoners to the Conquerors preroga- 
tive Law, or Will. The ſons of contention, Simeon ani Levi, malt not bear 
Rule in a free Commonwealth. 

At the firlt view, you may ſay, this is a ſtrange Government : bur I pray 


jadg nothing betore tryal. Lay this Platform ot Commonyyealchs Govern- - 


ment in one ſcale, and lay Monzrchy, or Kingly Government, in the other 
ſcale, and ſee which give true weight co righteous Freedom and Peace. There 
is no middle path berween thefe ewo; tor a man mult eicher be a tree and 
tru: Commonwealchs man, or a Monatchial ryrannical Royalilt. 

If any ſay, This will br:ng poverty ; ſurcly they miſtake : for there will 
be plency of all Earchly Commodities, with leſs labor and trouble then now 
x is under Monarchy, There will be no want, for every man may keep as 
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ape 1 ul a honſe as he will, and never run into debe, for common ſtock pays 

or all. | 

It you ſay, Some will live idle ; I anſwer, No : It will make idle perſons | 
to become workers, as is declared in the Platform ; Thete (hall be neither 
Beggar nor idle perſon. 

It yolifay, This will make men quarrel and fight : 

I anſwer, No : Tt will curn ſwords into plowſhares, and ſettle ſuch a 
peace in the Earth, as Nations ſhall learn War no more. Indeed the Govern- 
moto Kings is n breeder of Wars, becauſe men being putinto the ſtraits of 
poverty, are moved to hg iberty, and to take one anothers Eſtates 
from them, and to obtain Maſtery. Look into all Armies, and ſee what they 
do more, but make ſome poor, ſome rich ; put ſome into freedom, and o- 
thers into bondage: And is not this aplague among Mankinde ? 

Well, I queſtion not but what ObjeQtons can be raiſed againſt this Com. 
monwealths Government, they ſhall finde an Anſwer in this Platform fol- 
lowing. T have been ſomething large, becauſe I could not contra my ſelf 
into a leſſer volume, having ſo many things to ſpeak of. 


I do not ſay, nor defire, That every one ſhall be compelled to praQtiſe this 
Commonwealths Government ; for the ſpirits of ſome will be Enemies at 
e firſt, though afterwards will prove the moſt cordial and true friends there- 
f unto, ; 
YetI defire, Thac the Commonwealths Land, which is the ancient Com- 
/ monsand waſte Land, and the Lands newly got in, by the Armies ViRories, 
| out of the oppreſfſors hands, as Parks, Forelts, Chaſes, and the like, may be 
ſet free to all that have lent aſſiſtance, either of perion, or purſe, to obtain it; 
and to all that are willing to come in to the practice of this Government, and 
be obedient to the Laws thereof : And for others, who are not willing, lt 
them ſtay in the way of buying and ſelling, which is the Law of the Con- 
queror, rill they be willing. : : 
And fo I leave this in your hand, humbly proſtrating my fclf and it before 
you, and remain 
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Government, Peace, and Freedom, 


Ferrard Winſtanley, 
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To the Friendly and Unbyaſled Reaper. 


Reader, — 

T ws the Apoſtles advice formerly, to try all things, and to hold faſt 

that which « beſt. Thus Platform of Government which offer, u 

the Or:ginal Righteouſneſs and Peace inthe Earth, though he hath 

been buried under the clads of Kingly Covetonſneſs, Pride ana Op- 
preſſion a long time. 

Now he begins 30 have his Reſurrettion, deFiſe it not While ut ts ſmall ; 
though then under5tand it not at the firſt ſight, yet open the door, and look. 
into the houſe, for thou mayſt ſee that Which Will ſatisfie thy heart in quiet 
reſt. | 

To prevent thy haſty raſhneſs, I have given thee a ſhort Compendium of 
the whole. 

Firſt, Thou knoweſt that the Earth in all Nations s governedby buying 
and ſelling, for all the Laws of Kings hath relation thereunto. 

Now thu Platform following declares to thee the Government of the 
Earth without buying and ſelling and the Laws are the Laws of a free and 
peaceable (ommonwealth, Which caſts out every thing that offends ; for 
there 1s no pricking Briar in all thu holy Mountain of the righteous Law, 
or peaceable Ruler. 

Every Family ſhall live apart,as now they do; every man ſhall enjoy his 
own Wife, and every Woman her own buſband, as now they do ; every Trade 
ſoak be improved to more excellency then now it ts; all children ſhall be 
educated, and be trained up in ſubjettion to parents and eldey people more 
then now they are : The Earth ſball be planted, and the fruits reaped, and 
carried into Store-houſes by common aſſiſtance of every Family : The riches 
of the Store- houſes ſhall be the Common Stock_to every Family : There 
ſhall be no iale perſon nor Beager in the Land, 

And becanſe offences may ariſe from the ſpirit of unreaſonable ignorance, 
therefore was the Law added, . 

For if any man abu/e his neightor by provoking Words, by ſtriking his per- 
ſon, Fl offering offence ro Fed, ants Ly wife Pero ap bis beak: or 
fur-iture therein,or to live idle upon other mens lab:nrs, here are Laws to 
puniſh them ſharply, and O fficers to ſee thoſe Laws executed, according to 
theright Order of Commonwealths Government, for the peace of every fa- 
milyin the Land, 

Thi, 
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This Commonwealths Government unites all people in a Land into oue 
heart and mind : And it Was this Governm:nt which made Moſes to call 
Abrahams /eed, one houſe of I{tacl, though they were many Tribes and ma- 
n7 Families: Andit may be ſaid, Bleſſed is the people, Whoſe earthly Go- 
vernment is the Law of Common Righteouſneſs. 

While Ital was under Thi Commonwealths Government, they Were g 
terror to all oppreſſing Kings in all Nations of the World ; and /o will Eng. 
land be,if*rhis righteous Law become our Governor : But When the O fiicers 
of [{racl began to be covetous and prond, they made a breach, or as Iſaiah 

ſaid, The Rulers of the pecple cauſed them to err ; and then the Govern. 
ment was altered, and fell into the hand of Kings, like other Nations, and 
then they fled before their enemies, and were ſcattered. 

T he Government of Kings, is the Government of the Scribes and Pha. 
riſees, who connt it no 0s, ak unleſs they be Lords of the Earth, andof 
their Brethren : But Commonwealths Government is the Government of 
Righteouſneſs and Peace,yvho is no Refpefer of perſons. 

Therefore Reader here is a tryal for thy fincerity ; T hou ſhalt have no 
Want of food, rayment,or ſreedom _ Brethren in this Way propounded : 
See now if thou canſt be content, as the Scriptures ſay, Having food and 
rayment, therewith be content, and grudg not to let thy brother bave the 
ſame With thee. 

Dof#t thou pray and faſt for Freedom, and give God thanks again for it ? 
Why kzow that God is not partial ; for if thou pray, it muſt be For Freedom 
rtoall; and if thou give thanks, it muſt be becauſe Freedom covers all 
people, for this Will prove a laſting Peace. 

Every one is reaay to ſay, They fight for their Conntry, and What they 
do, they do it for the good of their Conntry., Well, let it appear now that 
thou haſt fowoht and ated for thy Conntries Freedom : But if when thou 
haſt power to [cttle Freedom in thy Country, thou takeſt the poſſeſſion of the 
Earth into thy own particular hands, and makeſt thy brother Work for thee, 
as the Kings did, theu baft fought and alted for thy ſelf, not for thy Conn- 
iry ; and bere thy inſide Eppocruje 1s diſcovered, 

But here take notice, That common Freedom, Which is the Rnle I World 


have praltiſed, and not talked on, Was thy pretence ; but particular Free- 
dom to thy ſelf tvas thy intent. Amend, or elſe thon wilt be ſhamed, When 
K nowled$ doth fpread to cover the Earth, even as the Waters cover the 
Seas, Andſo Farewell, 
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CHAP. I. 


He great ſearching of heart in theſe days, is to finde out where 
true Freedom lies, that the Commonwealth of E»gland might 
be eſtabliſhed in Peace, 
Some fay, It lies in the freeuſe of Trading, and to have all 
Pattenes, Licenſes, and Reſtraints removed : But this is a Freedow under 
the Will of a Conqueror. 

Others ſay, It is true Freedom to have Miniſters to preach, and for 
people to hear whom they will, without being reſtrained or compelled 
from or to any form of worſhip : But this is an unſetled Freedom. 

Others ſay, It is true Freedom to have Community with all Women, 
and to have liberty to ſarisfie their luſts and greedy appetites : But this 1s 
the Freedoms of wanton unreaſonable Bealts, and rends to Dc!iruſtion, 

Others ſay, It is true Freedom, that the elder Brother (hall b: Landlord 
of the Earth, and the younger Brother a Servant ; And this is bur a half 
Freedom, and begets murmurings, wars, and quarrels, 

All theſe, and ſuch like, are Freedois ; but they lead to Bondag?, and 
are not the true Forndation- Freedom which ſtrtles a Commonwealth in 
Pcace, 

True Commonwealths Freedom lies in the free Enqoymen 
of the Earth. ts HS : 
tion, and that is in the uſe of the Earth ; For as Man is compounded of 


the four Materials of the Creation, Fire, Water, Earth, and Ayr; fo = 
S - 


4£HE . 


True Freedom lies where a man receives hisnouriſhment and preſerva- 
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he preſerved by the compounded bodies of theſe four, which are the 


fruits of the Earch ; and he cannot live without them : for take away 
the free uſe of theſe, and the body languiſhes, the ſpirir is brought into 


bondage, and at length departs, and ceaſerth his morional ation in the 
body. 


——— — Al] that a man labors for, ſaich Solomon, is this, That he may enjoy 
——— the free uſe of the Earth, with the fruits thereof, Eccleſe, 3, 24. 


. 


2 


Do not the Minifers preach for maintenance in the Earth?the Lawyers 
plead «caufes roger rhepoſſeffions of the Earth ? Doth not the Soldier 
fight for the Earth ? And doth nat the Landlord require Rent, that he 
may live in the fulneſs of the Earth by the labor of his Tenants ? 

And fo, from the Thict upon. the high way:ro'the King who (its upon 

” the Throne, do not every one ftrive, either by force of Arms, or ſecret 
cheats, to get the poſſellions of the Earth one from another, becauſe they 

e their Freedom les in plenty, and their bondage lies in poverty ? 

Surely then, opprefling Lords of Manors, exaRing. Landlords, and 
Tythe-takers, may as well ſay, their brethren ſhall not breathe in the ayr, 


nor.enjoy warmth. in their.bodies, northave the-moylt waters to fall up. : 


on them.in ſhowres, unleſs they will pay-them -Rent for it : As'to ſay, 
Their brethren ſhall not work upon Earth, nor eat the fruits thereof, un- 
leſs they will hire.chat liberty of them : for he chat takes upon him to 
reſtrain his brother from the liberty of ithe. one, may upon the ſame 
opp reſtrain him from the liberty of all four ; viz. Fire, Water, Earth, 
and Ayr, 

A = had better to have had no body, then to have no food forit ; 
therefore this reſtraining of the Earth from brethren by brethren, is op- 
preſſion and bondaze,; but the free egjoyment thereof is true Freedom, 

I ſpeak now in relation Between the $ preſſor andthe oppreſſed ; the 
inward bondages I meddle not with in this place, though I am aflured 
that if it be rightly ſearched into, the inward bondages of the minde, as 
covcrouſneſs, pride, hypocrifie, envy, ſorrow, fears,deſperation,and made 


neſs, are all occaſioned by the outward bondage, that one fort of people | 


lay upon another, 

And thus far natural experience makes it good, That true Freedom lies 
in the free enjoyment of the Earth. 

If we look into the old Scriptures, 

We finde, That when 1/rael had conquered the Nations, he took pol- 
ſeition of the Enemics Land, and divided it by loc among che Tribes, 
counting the Enjoyment of the Earth their perte& Freedom. 

In the beginning of their wa:s they firlt ſent Spices to view the Land of 
C anaan 
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Canaan, (Numb. 3.23. to 33.) forthe enjoyment of that was the Free- 
dom they aymed ar; for being ſolong in the barren wilderneſs, and chil. 
dren multiplying upon them,they wanted Land to live upon, Dexr.1.28. 

And when the Spies returned, and ſhewed them the fruits of the Land, 
and had declared what a fruicful Land it was, they were encouraged and 


reſtleſs till chey were come thither z and when they heard bad cydings of -- 


the Land, their hearts fell, and they were diſcouraged, 

And when the ſpirit of wiſdagg,Courage and providence in them had 
ſabdued choſe Gyants, and.,#d given the houſe of 1/-ael! the Land of 
Canaan, the Rulers and chief Officers of 1/-aels Army did not divide the 
Land among themſelves ; bur being faithful ſpirited men, they forthwith 
divided the Land by lot, to every Tribe his portion without exception, 

And when 7/rael intreated the King of Syhox,to ſuffer him to paſs through 
hisland, he would not fuffer him, but gathered all his people together and 
fought with Iſracl ; And the Lord gave Syhon into Iſraels hand: And he 
took poſſeſſion of his land. 

So that we ſee by Scripture proof likewiſe, the land is that which every 
one place their freedom in. 

If We look into the praftiſe of Kings, and Conquerors, 

Since the Scriptures of Moſes were writ, we finde they placed their free- 
dom in the enjoyment of the free uſe of the earth. 

When william Duke of Normandy had conquered England, he took 
poſſeſſion of the earth for his freedom, and diſpoſed of our E»g/;/h ground 
tohis friends as he pleaſed, and made the conquered Exgli/s his ſervants, to 
plant the earth for him and his friends. SE noi 6Þ 

And all Kings, from his time to King Chay/es, were ſucceſſors of that 
conqueſt ; and all Laws were made to confirm that Conqueſt, _ _ 

For there are his old Laws and Statutes yet to be read, that doſhew how 
he allowed the conquered Engii/h but three pence, :and four pence a day for 
their work, to buy them bread of their Task-maſters; bar che freedom of t 
earth he and his friends kept intheir own hands. 

And as Kings, ſo the old Gentry, and the new'Gentry likeyyiſe, walking 
inthe ſame ſteps; are but the ſucceſſors of the Norman viftory. a 

Bur are not the Normans and their power conquered, by the Commoners 
of England ; And why then ſhould we not recover the freedom of our lan 
again, from under that yoak and power. 

Then further, The Norman Conqueror made Laws, whereby this Zng- 
lifexrth ſhould be governed , and appointed two national Officers to ſee 
thoſe Laws performed. 

. The firſt Officer was the Lawyer; And his work is converſant about 
G—_ ys, noth ing, 


\ 


D—_—__—— 


hy 


20 ". The Law of Freedom in a Platform ;, or 


nothing, but the diſpoſing of the earth, and all Courts of Judicature, and 
Snits of Law, is about the ordering of the Earth ; according to his Law made 
by kim and his party. 

The next Officer was the national Clergie ; and their work was to per- - 
| ſwade the multitude of people to let William the Conqueror alone with a 
ict poſſeſſion and government rth, and to call ic his and not theirs, 
X and ſo not to rebell againſt hin} 
| And they were to tell the pzopi& 
liam Duke of Normandy and his Succe be their Lord, King and Ru- 
| I:r, and would be obedient to his Government; then they ſhould live in 
the Haven, that is, in peace ; and they ſhould quietly enjoy their land which 
they rented, their houſes and fruits of their labors without diſturbance. 

Burt if they would not acknowledg him to be their Lord, King,and Ru- 

l:r, nor ſubmit to his Government, then they ſhould be calt into Hell; 
that is, into the ſorrows of priſons, porerty, whips, and death : and their 
houſes and riches ſhould be taken from them, &c. 
i And this was a true prophetical and experimental DoArine :. for do 
we not ſee, that the Laws of a King, while a King, had the Power of life 
| and death in them ? And he who fcll under the power of this Lord, muſt 
pay the uttermoſt farthing, before he was releaſed. 

And for their pains for thus preaching, the King eſtabliſhed by his 
Laws, that they ſhould have the tenth of [the encreaſe of all profits 
from the Earth, (1 Saw. 8.15. ) placing their freedom where he placed his 
own, and that is in the uſe of the Earth brought into their hands by the 
labors of the enſlaved men. 
| ut in after times, when this National Miniftry appeared to the people 
{ __________ to be buthirelings, and as the people grew in knowledg they diſcovered 
i -thZf EYE Fore and more,as they do in theſe days : Then this Cler- 
_ "** gy (theſpirit of the old Phariſees) began to divine and to deceive the peo» 

pls by a ſhew of holineſs, or ſpititual doRrine, as they call it, difficult to 
4 be underſtood by any but themſelves ; perſwading the people to beleeve 


or fancy, That true Freedom lay in hearing them preach, and to enjoy 

that Heaver WVRTET TROY TIYCEVERT nm oe beleeye Their do@rine, ſhall 

enjoy after Fe 15 tet Ando tell us of a Heaven and Hell afrat death, 

XN Feit retermey nor we know what wil be : So that the whole world 

| ; Sat a loſs in the true knowledg thereof, as Solomon ſaid, who ſhall bring 
Ps him to [ee what ſpall be after he us dead? Eccleſ, 3.2%. & 6.11. 

The former hell of priſons, whips and gallows they preached to keep the 


people in ſubjeRion to the King:but by this divined Hell after death,they 
preach to keep both King and people in ay to them,to uphold their trade 


WD ———  — — 0 


Yy would acknowledge 1. 


— 


True Maziſtracy ReFtored. «a; 2 


of Tythes and new raſed Maintenance : And fo having blind:d both King jt 
and people, they become the god that rules : This ſubtle divining ſpirit is — | 
the Whore that fits upon many waters : This is Nahaſh the Amonite, that 
would not make peace with 1/7ae/, unleſs //-as/ would ſuffer him to put 
out their right eyes, and to ſee by his, 1 Sam. 11.2, Se | 

For ſo long as the people call that a Truth which they call a Truth, and be-ay Ml 
lieve what they preach, and are willing to let the Clergy be the Keepers of / &il 
their eyes and knowledg ; that is as much as Nahaſ# did, put out their eyes i 
to ſee by theirs, then all is well, and they tell the people they ſhall go to 
Heaven. H——— — 

But if the eyes of the people begin to open, and they ſeek to find know- 
ledg in their own hearts,and to queſtion the Miniſters Doctrine, and become well 
_ ou wiſe-hearted Thomas, to belicve nothing but what they ſee rea- [a | 

ONITOors. ly 

Then do the Miniſters prepare War againſt that man or men, and will ill 
make no Covenant of Peace with him, till they conſent to have their right i 

| 


eyes put out, that is, to have their Reaſon blinded, ſo as to believe every 
DoEtine they preach, and never queſtion any thing, ſaying, The Dofrine of 
Faith muſt not be tryed by Reaſon : No, for if it be, their Myſtery of Ini- | 
quity will be diſcovered, and they would loſe their Tythes. | tit 
Therefore no marvel though the National Clergy of England and Scot- Ml 
Iaxd,who are the Tything Priefts and Lords of blinded mens ſpirits, ſtack ſo 
cloſe to their Maſter the King, and to his Monarchiat opprefling Govern- | 
ment ; for ſay they, If the pzop/ muſt not work:forrns, and give us Tythes, 
but We muSt Work for our ſelves, as they do, our Freedom 1 loft :-t;"but 
this is but the cry of an Egyptians Task-maſter,who counts other mens free+ 
dom his bondage. | 
Now if the Earth could be enjoyed in ſuch a maner as every one might have i 
proviſion, as it may by this P/arforms I have offered, then will the Peace of | 
the Commonwealth be preſerved, and men need not a& ſo hypocritically as ſl 
the Clergy do, and others likewiſe to get a living : Bat when ſome ſhall en- t 
joy great poſſeſſions, and others who have done as much or more for to ll 
purchaſe Freedom,ſhall have none at all,and be madeſlavesto their brethren, Wh 
this begets offences. | {4 
The glory of 1ſraels Commonwealth u« thu, : | 

They had no Begger among them. | 

As you read, when they bad corquered the Canaanites, and won that .. iN 


Land, by the purchaſe of the blood and labour, and by a joynt affiſtance 
throughout the whole Tribes of 1/rae/ ; the Officers and Leaders of the 
people did not ſell the Land again to _ remainder of their Enemies, = 

ba Z uy 
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_, buyand ſell it zmong themſclves, and ſo by cheating the people ſet up a new 
7 Oppreffion upon a new account ; Neither did they fall a parting the Land 
before the crowning Victory was gotten : But they forbore the diſpoſing 
| | ofthe Landtiilthe War was over, and all the Tribes ſtuck cloſe together till 
| all che fighting work was done. 
F* And when they ſaw the Enemies heart was broke, and that now they 
_ were the Maſters of the field, then they quietly took poſſeſſion of the Emd 
# asa free reward for all their hazards and labour. | 
The Officers and Leaders were careful co keep Promiſe and Engagements 
to the people, Md'there was no treachery found in them, as to inrich them- 
| ſelves with the Commonwealths Land, and to deprive others of the price of 
a their Blood, and Free-quarter, and Tax:s. 
' Bur they made Canon with all the Crown Lands therein, and all other for- 
feited Lands, which was gotten by a joynt Aſſiſtance of perſon and purfe 
>... Of all the Tribes, The Scriptures fay, They made this Canon Land a com. 
"__ mon Treaſury of livelyhood to the whole Commonyyealth of 1/-ae/, and 
ſo diſpoſed of it,as they made proviſionfor every Tribe, and for every family 
in a Tribe, nay for every particular man in a family, every one had enough, 
.no man was in want, there was no beggery among them. 
They did not divide this Land only to particuler men who went out to 
| War, but they who ſtayd at home had an equal ſhare ; they did not make 
| | - { one brother x Lord of Manor and Landlord, and other brothers to be ſer- 


vants to then: Vat Teeing the nn; 
fooly,nor by the 1eraere of the Army only,Þut by the common Souldiers alſo; 
A = not only by them, but by the Laborers who ſtaid'at home to provide 
Vidults and Free. quarter : "Therefore did the Counſellors and chief Offi- 
cers of the Army agree to make proviſion for every one that aſſiſted, either 

by perſon or purſe ; and rhis was'prre Righteouſneſs. oh ag 
And to thoſe familics in a Tribe which had many perſons in it, to them 
they allotted more Land ; and to thoſe families which had leſs number of 
perſons, thty allotted lefs Land : So thar nor only the Tribes in general, but 
every tamily and perſon in a Tribe, younger brother as well as elder brother, 
he who wroughr at home to provide food, as well as he that went ro War, 
all bad ſufficient, there was no want, the Opprefſion of Beggary was not 
known among them ; all burdens were taken of, and 1/rael in all his Tribes 
and Families was made a free Commonwealth in Power, as well as in Name, 

b $S4am.30.24. 7oſh.16.17, C 18, Chapters. 

And' thus the Land was divided, and! the'whole Land was the Common 
Stock, every one had a brotherly freedom therein, for the freedom of the 
one was the freedom of the other, thiere was no difference in thar,they were 
men 
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men of true faithful and pablick ſpirits, not falſe-hearted, 

And io likewiſe when Eftber prevailed with King Aha/nerm for free- 
dom, {he did-not ſeek her own freedom and intereſt, but che freedom of all 
her kindred and friends; for common Freedom was'that which men of righ- 
teous ſpirits always ſonght after. | 

All that T (hall fay is this, O that thofe who pretend to ſet vp a Goſpel- 
Commonwealth in England, Scotland, and [relaud, would not be worſe 
then Moſes, but rather exceed Moſes, knowing that if this onr Engliſh 
Commonwealths Government carry perfe&t Freedom in his hand, then 
(hall the Law go forth:from Erg/azd to all the Nations of the World. 

This Foundation being layd from the Example of 1/-aels Common- 
wealth, and Teſtimony of Gods Word, I ſhall proceed how the Earth ſhall 
be governed for the Peace of a Common-wealth : But by the way, to pre- 
vent miſtake, I (hall infert 

A foort Declaration to take of Prezudice. 

Some hearing of this Common Freedom, think there muſt be a Commu- 
nity of all the fruits of the Earth whether they work or no, therefore ſtrive 
to liveidle upon other mens labours. 

Octhets, through the ſame nnreaſonablebeaſtily ignorance, think there muſt 
be a Community of all men and women for Copulation, and fo ſtrive tolive 
a beſtial life. 

Others think there will be no Law, but that every thing will run into 
.. confuſion for want of Government ; but this Platform proves the con- 
trary. 

Therefore becauſe that tranſgreſſion doth and may arifefromagnorant and 
rude fancy in man, is the Law added. 


That which true Ringhteouſneſs in my Judgment calls Community, is y w 


this, To have the Earth ſer free from all Kingly Bondage of Lords of Man- { _ 
ors,and oppreſſing Landlords, which camemn T7 Conqueſt ; as a Thief takes © 


2 true mans purſe upon the high-way, being ſtronger chen he. 

And that neither the Earth, nor any fruits thereof, ſhould be bought or 
fold by the Inhabitants one among another, which is a tlavery the Kingly 
Conquerors have brought in, therefore he ſer his ſtamp upon filver, that eve- 
ry one ſhould buy and ſell in his name. 

And though this be, yer fballnot men live idle ; for the Earth ſhall be 
planted and reaped, and the fruits carried into Barns and Store-houles by the 
affiſtance of every family, according as is ſhewed hereatter tn order. 

Every wan ſhall be brought up in Trades and labors, and all Trades ſhall | 
be maintained with more improvement, to the inriching of the Common® 
wealth, more then now they be undzr Kiagly Power. : 

YELP, 
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Every Tradeſman ſhall fetch Materials, as Leather, Wool, Flax, Corn, and 
the like, from the publike Store-houſes to work upon without buying and 
ſelling; and when particular works are made, as Cloth, Shooes, Hats, and 
the :ke,cthe Tradeſmen ſhall bring theſe particular works to particular ſhops, 
35 it is now in practiſe, without buying and ſelling. And every family as they 
want ſuch things as they cannot make, they ſhall go to theſe ſhops, and fetch 
without money, even as now they ferch with money, as hereafter is ſhewed 
how in order. | 

If any ſay, This will nurſe Idleneſs ; I anſwer, This Platform proves the 
contrary, for idle perſons and beggers will be made to work. 

If any ſay, This wil make ſome men to take goods from others by violence, 
and call ie theirs,becauſe the Earth and fruits are a Common Stock;I anſwer, 
The Laws or Rules following prevents that ignorance : For though the 
Store-houſes and publike Shops be commonly furniſhed by every tamilies 
aſſiltance, and for every families uſe, as is ſhewed hereafter how : yet every 
mans houſe is proper to himſelf, and all the furniture therein, and proviſion 
which he hzth ferched from the Store-houſes is proper to himſelf ; every 
mans wife and every womans husband proper to themſelves, and fo are 
their children at cheir diſpoſe till they come to age. 

And if any other man endeavor to take away his honſe, furniture, food 
wife, or children, ſaying, every thing is common, and ſo abuſing the Law of 
Peace, ſuch a one is a Tranſgrefſor, and ſhall ſuffer puniſhment, as by the 
Government and Laws following is expreſled. 

For though thz publike Store- houſes be a common Treaſury, yet every 
mans particular dwelling is not common, bur by his conſent, ard the Com- 
monwealths Laws are to preſerve a mans peace in his pzr{on, and in his pri- 
vate dwelling, againſt the rudeneſs and ignorance that may ariſe in Mankind, 

It any man do force or abuſe women in folly, pleading Community, the 
Laws following do puniſh ſach ignorant and unrational practife.; for the 
Laws of a Commonwealth are Laws of moderate diligence, and purity of 
Manners. 

Therefore I deſire a patient reading of what hereafcer follows ; and when 
you have heard the extent of Commonwealths Government or Freedom, 
then weigh it in the ballance with Kingly Government or Bondage, and ſec 
whether brings moſt Peace to the Lane, and eftabliſh that for Government. 

For yon mult either eſtabliſh Commonwealths Freedom in Power, ma- 
king proviſion for every ones Peac?, which is Righteouſneſs ; or elſe you 
mutt ſet up Monarchy again. 

Monarchy is twofold ; cither for one King to rule, or for many to rule by 
. Kivgly Principles; for the Kings Power lies in his Laws, not in the Name : 
| An 
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And if either one King rule,or many rule by Kings Principles, mach murmur” 
ing, grudges, troubles and quarrels may and will ariſe among the oppreſſed 
people upon every gained opportunity. 

But if Common Freedom be found out,and eaſe the oppreſſed,ir prevents 
murmurings and quarrels, and eſtabliſhes Univerſa! Peace in the Earth. 

Therefore fceing the Power of Government is in the hands of ſuch as have 

profeſſed ro the World a godly Righteouſneſs, more purely then thac of op- 
preffing Kings, without doubt their faithfulneſs and wiſdom is required to 
be manifeſted in ation, as well as in words. 

ut Fthey who profeſs more Righteouſneſs and Freedom in words then 
the Kings Government was, and yet can find out no Government to eaſe 
the people,but mult eſtabliſh the Kings old Laws, though they give it anew 
name ; I will leave the ſentence, worthy ſuch a profeſſion and ſuch a people, 
to be given by the heart of every rational man : And fo I ſhall proceed how 
the Earth ſhould be governed for the Peace of a Commonwealth. 


Gr mn Ce i 


CHnap. II. 
What us Government in general, 


ym is 2 wiſe and free ordering of the Earth, and the Manners 

of Mankind by obſervation of particular Laws or Rules, ſo that all the 
Inhabirants may live peaceably in plenty and freedom in the Land where 
they are born and bred. | 

In the Government of a Land there are three parts, viz. Laws, fit Offi- 
crs, and a faithful Execution of thoſe Laws. 

Firſt, There muſt be ſuitable Laws for every occaſion,and almoſt for eve- 
ry ation that men do ; for one Law cannot ſerve in all ſeafons, but every 
ſeaſon and every ation have their particular Laws attending thereupon for 
the preſervaticn of right order : As for example 

There is a time to plow, and the Laws of right undcrſtanding attends 
upon that work ; and there is a tim? to reap the fruits of the Exrth, and the 
Laws of right obſcrvation artending thereupon, 7 

So that true Government is a right ordering of all ations, giving to eve- 
ry a&ion and thing its due weight and meaſure, and this prevents contuſion, 
as Solomon ſpeaks, There is a time for all things ; atime to make Promiſes 
and Engagements,and a time to ſce them performed ; a right orderin times 
of War, and a right order in times of Peace ; every ſeaſon and time having 
its Law or Rule ſuitable, and this makes a healthful Government, becauſe 


lt preſerves Peace in n right order. 
| D Seconily, 


26 The Law of Freedom tn a Platform ; or 


Secondly, There muſt be fic Officers, whoſe fpirits are ſo humble, wiſe, 
and free from Covetouſneſs, as they can make the eſtabhſhed Laws of the 
Lind their Will ; and not through pride and vain-glory, make their Wills to 
rule above the Rules of Freedom, pleading Prerogarive. 

For when the right ordered Laws do rule, the Government is healthful , 
but when the Will of Otacers rule above Law, that Government is diſeaſed 
with 3 mortal diſeaſe. 

Thirdly, There wit be a faichful Execution of thoſe Laws ; and here 
lies the very life of Government : For a righe order in Goyernment hes 
not in the Will of Officers without Laws, nor m Laws without Officers, 
nar in Neither of them without Execution : But when theſe three go hand 
in band, the Government is healthful; bur if any one of theſe be wanting, 
the Government is difeaſcd. 

T here is a twofold Government, a Kingly Government, and a Common- 
wealths Governmene. 

What is Kingly Government or Monarchy ? 

Kingly Government governs the Earth by that cheating Art of buying & 
{:lling, and thereby becomes a man of contention, his hand is againſt every 
man, and eyery mans band againſt him : and take this Government at the 
beſt;it is a diſeaſed Government, and the very City Babylos, full of confu- 
fon: and if it had not a Club Law to fupport it, there would be no order 
ia it, becauſe it is the covetons and proud will of a Conqueror, enſlaving a 
conquered people. 

This Kingly Government is he who beats pruning hooks and plows, into 
ſpears, guvs, ſwords, and inftruments of War ; that he might take his youn- 
ger brothers Creation birth-right from him, calling the Exrth his, ana not 
his brathers, unleſs bis brother will hire the Exrth of him, fo that he may 
live idle and at caſe by his brothers labours. 

Indeed this Government may well be called the Government of high- way 
men, who hath ſtoln the Exth from the younger brethren by force, and 
holds it from them by force; he (ſheds blood nor to free the people from 


Oppreſsion , but that he may be King and Rulcr over . an oppreſkd 


pcople. 
The Scituation of this Monarchial Government 

Lies in the will of Kivgs, 1:4 Conquerors, ſetting up Lords of Manors, 
exiting Landlords, Tything Prieſts, and covetous Lawyers, with all thoſe 
pricking bryats attending thereupon, to be Taskmaſters to opprefs the peo- 
ple, kelt they thould riſe up in riches and power to dilthrone him, and fo to 
{hare the Earth with him,redeeming their own Creation rights agam, which 
this Kingly Government withholds from Mankind in all Nations ; for _ 
the 
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the great Man of Sip, who is now revealed, who ſits in the Temple of God, 
ruling above all that is called God, and both by force and cheating policy 
takes the Peoples Freedoms from them, E xe4d.1.8. 2 The/.2.$,9. 

This Kingly Government is he that makes the elder brethren freemen in 


- the Earth,and the youoger brethren Naves in the Earth, before they have loſt 


their Freedom by tranſgrefſion to the Law. 

Nay he makes.one brother a Lord, and another a ſervant, while they are 
in their Mothers womb, before they have done either good or evil : This is 
the migbty Ruler, that hath made the EleRion and RejeRion of Brethreu 
from their birth to their death, or fram Eternity to Eternity. 

He calls himſelf the Lord God of the whole Creation, for he makes one 
brother to pay rent to another brother for the uſe of the Water, Earth, and 
Ayr, or clſe he will not ſuffer him by his Laws and Lawyers to live above 
ground, but'in beggery, and yet he will be called rightcous, 

Aod whereas the Scriptures ſay, That the Creator of all things (God) is 
no ReſpeRter of perſans, yet this Kingly Power doth nothing cl(e but re- 
ſpe& perſons, preferring the rich an the proud ; therefore be denies the 
Scriptures, and the true God of Righteouſneſs, th-ugh he pray and preach 
of the Scriptures, and keep Falts and Thaok(ziving-days to God, to be 2 
goak co hide his Oppredion from the people, whereby he ſhews himſelf 
tobe the grasc Antiqhrilt, wad Myſtery of Iniquity, that makes War with 
Chriſt and his Saints under pretence of ownipg him. 

The great Law-giver of this Kingly Government, 

Is Covetaulags, wing in the heart of Mankind, making one brother to 
covet a i(ull poſſcfjon.of the Earth, and alordly Rule over another brocher, 
which he will have, or <lſe he will icſlave or kill his brother ; for this 4s 
Cais, who killed e-{#« : and becauſe of this, be is called the great red 
Dragen, the god of this World, the Oppre for, under Which the Whole Crea- 
tigs hath graaucd a loug tine, Waiting to be delivered frominim. 

| The Rele gf Kingly Caovernment.is twafgld. 
$ Firſt, By a politick wit, w drawing the people our of Common Freedom 
ioto away-of Common Bondage ; for ſo long as the Earth is a Common 
Treaſury to all men, Kipgly Covetauſaeſs can never raiga as King : There- 
fare his firlt device was, to put the people to buy and. Ell the Earth and 
the krgins ape to another ; for this would beget difcontents, and muddy the 
waters. : 

And when this ſpirit of Monwucby hath drawn the into the way 
of buying ang ſelling, and the peoplyhegio to vex one aporker, then began 
his opporeunity to raign. 

For in that man wherein this Kingly ey ſeats htonſclf, be tells the oy 
2 that 


—_— — —  — 


if] 


28 The Law of Freedom in a Platform ;, or 


that are wronged,” ell, le eaſe you,and Ile ſet things torights : And then 
he went about to eſtabliſh buying and ſelling by Law, whereby the people 
had ſome eaſe for atime, but the cunning Machavilan ſpirit got ſtrength 
thereby to ſettle himſelf King in the Earth, 

For after ſome time the people through ignorance began to multiply Suits 
of Law one againſ another, and to quarrel and fight : Now faith this ſubtle 
ſpirit, Come follow me, to one ſort of people that are oppreſſed, and ſtick 
to me, and We will fight with theſe Who Wrong you ; and if We conquer 
them, then We Will govern the Earth as we pleaſe, and they ſhall be our 
ſervants, and We Will makes them Work for me. 

Thercupon one ſort of people followed one head, and another fort of 
people followed another head, and ſo Wars began in the Exrth,and mankind 
fell a fighting, one part conquering and enflaving another : And now Man 
is faln trom his innocency, and from the glory of the ſpirit of common Free- 
dom, Love and Peace, into Enmity ; every one ſtriving to be King one over 
another ; every one ſtriving to be a Landlord of the Earth, and to make his 
brother his ſervant to work for him, 

But till here is diſorder, therefore this ſubtle ſpirit of darkneſs goes fur- 
ther, and tells the people, Ton muſt make one man King over you all, and 
let him make Laws, and let every one be obedient thereunto: And when 
the people conſented thereunto, they gave away their Freedom, and they ſet 
up Oppreſlion over themſelves. | 

And this was the riſe of Kingly Power ; firſt, by Policy, drawing the peo- 
ple from a common enjoyment of the Earth, to the crafty Art of buying and 
{elling : Secondly, to advance himſelf by the power of the Sword, when 
that Art of buying and ſelling had made them quarrel among thetnſelves. 

So that this ſpirit of Monarchy it is the ſpirit of Subtilty and Covetouſ- 
neſs, filling the heart of Mankind with enmity and ignorance, pride and 
vain-glory, becauſe the ſtrong deſtroys the weak ; and ſo one Scriptnre calls 
this the Power and Government of the Beaſt, another Scriptare calls it the 
god of this World, or the Devil: For indeed the Monarchial ſpirit is the 
power of darkneſs, for it'is the great thick Cloud, that hath hid the light of | 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs from ſhining in his full Rireogth a long time, 

And though this Kingly ſpirit doth call buying and ſelling a righteous 
thing,thereby to pur the ſimple younger brother upon it, yet he will deſtroy 
ir 3S he pleaſeth, by Pattents, Licenſes, or Monopolizing. 

Or elfe he will ar his pleaſure take away the riches which his younger bro- 
ther hath got by trading, and ſo ſtill lift up himſclt above his brother. 

And as he riſe to the Throne by the crafty Art of buying and felling, and 
by th: Sword, ſo he is maintainzd upon the Throns by the ſame means, 


And 
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And the people now ſee, That Kinely Power is the Oppreflor, and the 
M _ thereof are called Oppreflors by the ancient Writers of the 
Bible. 

This Kingly Power is the old Heaven, and the old Earth, that muſt paſs 
away, wherein vnrighteouſneſs, oppreflion and parrtiality dwells. 

For indeed we never read, that the people began to complain of Op- 
preſſion, till Kingly Government roſe vp, which is the power of covet- 
onſneſs and pride; and which Samuel ſets forth to be a plague and a 
curſe upon the people in the firtt riſe of it. 

He will cake your ſons and your daughters to te hisſervants,and to run 
before his charets, to plant his ground, and to reap his harvelt ; He will 
take your ficids, your Vineyards and Oliveyards, even the belt of them, 
and give to his {ervants as pleaſeth him : He will take the tenth of your 
leed, and of your vineyards,and give to his Officers,or Miniliets, 1 Sam.s, 

_ this was that god, who appointed the people to pay Tyrhes to the 
Clergy, : 

AnJ many other Opprefſions did the Kingly Government bring upon 
the People, as you may read at large in Samnel, 

Read 1 Sam. 8. from Vetl, 10. to 19. 
T he Winter's paſt, the Spring time now appears, 
Be gone thou Kingly Tyrant, With althy C avaliers. .Y 
T hy day is paſt, and ſure thou doſt appear 
To be the bond-mans ſon, and not the free-born Heir, 
Matt. 15,13« 
What ts Commonwealths Government ? 

Commonwealths Government governs the Earth without buying and 
ſelling ; and thereby becomes a man of peace, and the Reftoter of anci« 
ent Peace and Freedom : he makes proviſion for the oppreſſed, the weak 
and the ſimple, as well as for the rich, the wiſe and the [trong : He beats 
ſwords and ſpears into pruning hooks and plows ; he makes both elder 
and younger brother Free-men in the Earth. 21:cah 4. 3, 4» T{at. 33s Is 
& G5. 17, tO 25. 

All Slaveries and Oppreſfſions, which have bezn brought upon Man» 
kinde by Kings, Lords of Manors, Lawyers, and Landlords, and the Di. 
vining Clergy, are all caſt out again by this Government, if it be right 
in power, as well as in name, 

For this Government is the true Reſtorec of all long loſt Freedoms, 
and ſo becomes the joy of all Nations, and the Bleſsing of the whole 
Earth : for this takes off the Kingly Curſe, and makes era/alem a praiſe 
in the Earth, Therefore all you, who proteis Religion and ſpiritual 

D 3 things, 
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things, now look to it, and fee what ſpirit you do profeſs, for your pro- 
cſhon is brought to tryal. 

If once Commonwealths Government be ſet upon the Throne, then 
no Tyranny or Oppreſlion can look him in the face and live. 

For where Oppreſlion lics upon brethren by brethren, that is no Com- 
monywealths Goverament, bur the Kingly Government (ill ; and the 
myſtery of Iniquiry hath taken that peace-makers name to be a cloke to 
hide his ſubcil coverouſneſs, pride, and oppreſſion under, 

O Englana, England, wouldit thou have thy Goverament ſound and 
healthful > then caſt about, and ſee, and ſearch diligently to finde out all 
thoſe burthens that came in by Kings, and remove them ; and then will 
thy Commonywealths Government ariſe from under the clods, under 
which as yet it is buryed, and covered with deformity. 

If true Commonwealths Freedom lie in the free Enjoyment of the 
Earth, as it doth, then whatſoever Law or cuſtom doth deprive brethren 
of their Freedom in the Earth, it is to be caſt out as unſavory ſalt. 

The fcituation of Commonwealths Government 

Is within the Laws of common Freedom, whereby there is a proviſion 
for livelyhood in the Earth, both for elder and younger brother ; and not 
the one enſlaving the other, bur both living in plenty and freedom. 

The Otheers, Laws, nd Cultoms hereafter mentioned, or ſuch like, 
according to ſuch a method, may be the Foundation and Pillars of Com- 
monwealrths Government, 

This Government depends not upon the Will of any particular man, 
or men ; for it is ſeated in the ſpirit of Mankinde,and it is called the /ighr, 
or ſow of righteomſneſ7 and peace, The Tyrants in all ages have made uſe of 
this mars name, while he bath hen buryed, to cover their cheating my 
Rery of Iniquity : for if common Freedom were not pretended, the 
Commoners of a Land would never dance after the pipe af 1clt- ſeek» 
ing wits. 

This Commonwealths Goryernment may well be called the aucient of 
days; for it was before any other opprefling governmear crept in. 

It is the Moderator of all opprefiion ; and 10 is like Aſe/es and 7oſeph 
in Pbaracks Court, and in time will be the Reſtorer of lang loſt Free- 
doms1o the Creation, and delights to-plant Righteouine(s over the face 
of the whole Earth, 

The great Lawgiver in Commonwealths Government 

Is the ſpirit of onivertal Righteouſneſs dwelling in Mankinde, now 

riſing up to reach every one to do £0 another as he would have another do 


by 
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by the Pharifaical Kingly ſpirit of ſelt- love, and been buryed in the dung. 
hill of that enmity for many years paR. 

And if theſe be the days of his reſurreRion to power,as we may hope, 
becauſe the name of ("ommonwealth is riſen and eſtabliſhed in England 
by 2 Law, then we or our poſterity ſhall ſee comfortable effects. 

In that Nation, Where this Commonwealths Government {hall be firſt 
etabl:ſh-d, there ſhall be abundance of peacce and plenty, and all Na+j- 
ons of the Earth (hall come flocking thither to ſee his beauty, and to learn 
the ways thereof ; and the Law (ball go forth from that Sion, and that 
Word of the Lord from that 7erw/alem, which ſhall govern the whole 
Earth, Micah 4. 1, 2» 

There ſhel] be no Tyrant. Kings, Lords of Manors, Tything Prieſts, op- 
preſſing Lawyers, exacting Landlords, nor any ſuch like pricking bryar in 
all this holy Mountain of the Lord God our Righteoufnefs and Peace ; for 
the righteous Law ſhall be the Rule for every one, and the Judg of all 
mens ations. 

David deſired rather to be a door keeper in this houſe of God,or Com- 
monwealths Government, then to live in the tents of wickedneſs, which 
was the Kingly oppreffing Courts, 

If any go about to build up Commonyealths Government upon King- 
ly principles, they will both ſhame and loſe themſelves ; for there is a 
plain difference between the two Governments. 

And if you do not run in the right channel of Freedom, you mult,nay 
you will, as you do, face about, and tu:n back again to Egyptian Monar- 
chy : and ſo your names in the days of pottericy ſhall (tink and be blaſt. 
ed with abhorred infamy for your unfaithfulneſs ro common Freedom ; 
and the evil effes will be ſharp upon the backs of poſterity, 

Therefore ſeeing England is declared to be a free Commonwealth, and 
the name thereof eſtabliſhed by a Law ; ſurely then the greateſt work is 
. now to be done, and that is to eſcape all Kingly cheats in ſetting up a 
Commonyealths Government, that the power and the name may agree 
together ; ſo that all the Inhabicants may live 1n peace, plenty, and tree- 
dom, other wife we {hall fhew our Government to be gone no further 
but to the half day of the Beaſt, or to the dividing of Time, of which 
there mult be an over-turn. Dan.7.25. Revilde 14 

For Oppreſſion was always the occafion why the fpirit of Freedom 
in the people deſired change of Government, 

When Samuels ſons rook bribes, and grew rich upon the common 
parſe, and forgot to relieve the oppreſſed, That made the people forfake 
th: Government by Judges, and to defire a Kingly Government, 1 Saw. . 
9,3 4. And. 
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And the Oppreſsions gf the Kingly Government haye made this Age 
of the World to defire a Commonwealths Government, and the remoy1l 
of the Kings z for the ſpirit of Light in Man loves Freedom, and hates 
Bondage. 

And b<cauſe the ſpirit in Mankinde is various within itſelf; for ſome 
arewiſe,ſome are fooliſh, ſome idle,ſome laborious,fome raſh, ſome milde, 
ſome loving and free to others, ſome envyous and coyetous,ſome of an in- 
clination to do as they would have others do to them : but others ſeek to 
fave themſclves, and to live in fulneſs, though others periſh for want. 

Therefore b:cauſe of this was the Law added,which was to be a Rule 
and Judg for all mens aRions, to preſerve common Peace and Freedom ; 
as Paul writ, The Law Was added becanſe of Tranſgreſſion, one againlt 
another, 

T he Haven gates are now ſet ope for Engliſh Man to enter : 
The Freedoms of the Earth*s his due, if he Will make adventare, 


—— , 


— 


Cnay. III. 
Where began the firft Original of Government in the Earth 
| among Mankinde ? 
T2 Original Root of Magiſtracy is common Preſervation, and itroſe 
up firſt in a private Family : for ſuppoſe there were but one Famis 
ly in the World, as is conceived, Father Adams Family, wherein were 
many perſons. 

Therein Adam was the firft Governor or Officer in the Earth, becauſe 
aS he was the firſt Father, ſo he was the molt wiſe in contriving, and the 
moſt ſtrong for labor, and ſo the ficteſt to be the chick Governor, For this 
is the golden Rule, 

Let the Wiſe help the fooliſh,and let the ſtrong help the Weak, Pſa,z 5.10. 
Rom, 15.1, 3. | | 

Bur ſome may ſay here, That Adam was under no Law, but his Will 
was a Law to him and his houſhold ; therefore from the root from 
whence Magiltracy firſt roſe, it is clear, That Officers are to be under no 
Law, but their own Wills, and the people are to be ſubjeR thereunto, I 
apvſwer : 

The Law of Neceſſity, that the Earth ſhould be planted for the come 
mon preſervation and peace of his honſhold, was the righteous Rule and 
Lyw to Adam, and this Law was fo clearly written in the hearts of his 
people, thar they all conſented quietly ro any counſel he gave them for 
that end, 

There» 
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Therefore not Adams Will onely, but the Will of his People likewile, 
and the Law of common Preſervation, Peace and Freedom, was the righ- 
reous Law that governed both Adam and his houſhould. | 

But yet obſerve, That from the Father in a Family was the firſt 
. riſe of Magiſterial Government, becauſe Children wanting experience 
of their own preſervation, therefore ſuch as are experienced, zre to 
propound the Law of Governtment to them : and therefore from Adam 
to this day, the Law of common Preſervation is the Rule and Foundation 
of true Magiltracy : and it is the work of all Magiſtrates to help the weak 
and the fooliſh, 

There are two root fram whence Lays do ſpring. 

The firſt root you fee is common Preſervation, when there is a principle 
in every one to ſeek the good of others, as himſelf, without reſpeRing 
perſons : and this is the root of the tree Magiſtracy,and the Law of Righ- 
teouſneſs and Peace : and all particular Laws found out by experience, 
neceflary to be praRiſed for common Preſetvation, are the boughs and 
branches of that Tree. 

And becaule, among the variety of Mankinde, Tgnorance may grow 
up ; therefore this Original Law is written in the heart of every man, 
to be his guide or leader : fp that if an Officer be blinded by covetouſ- 
neſs and pride, and that ignorance rule in him, yet an inferior man may 
tell him where he goes aſtray ; for common Preſervation and Peace 1s 
che Foundation Rule of all Government: and therefore if any will preach 
or pratiſe Fundamental Truths, or DoRrine, here yon may ſee where 
the Foundation thereof lics. | | | 

The ſecond Root is Self: preſervation : when particular Officers 
ſeek their own Preſervation, Eaſe, Honor, Riches, and Freedom in the 
Earth, and do reſpeR perſons that are in Power and Riches with them, 
and regard not the Peace, Freedom, and Preſervation of the weak and 
fooliſh among Brethren, 

And this is the root of the Tree Tyranny, and the Law of Unrighteouſ- 
neſs, and. all particular Kingly Laws found out by covetous Policy to en- 
ſlave one brother to another , whereby bondage, tears , ſorrows and po- 
verty are bronght upon many men, are all bat the boughs and branches of 
that Tree, Tyranny ; and ſach Officers as theſe are fallen from true Magi- 
giſtracy, and are vo Members thereof, but the M:mbers of Tyranny, who 1s 
the Devil and Satan. 

And indeed this Tyranny is the cauſe of all Wars and Troubles, and of the 
remoyal of the Government of the Earth out of one hand into another, ſo 
often as it is, in all Nations. K R 

or 
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For if Mapiſtrates had a care to cheriſh the peace and liberties of the 
common people, and ſee them ſer free from Oppreſſion, they might fir 
in the chair of Government, and never be difturbed. 

But when their ſitting is altogether to advance their own intereſt, and 
to forget the aſAiRions of Zo/eph, or their brethren that are under bon. | 
dages this is a fo:erunner of their own downtfall,and oftcntime proves 
the plague to the whole Land, - 

Therefore the work of all crue Magiſtrates is to maintain the common 
Law, which is the root of right Government, and preſervation and peace 
ro every one ; and to calt our all {1f- ended principles and intereſts, which 
is Tyranny and Oppreftion, and which breaks common peace. 

For ſurcly the diſorderly aRtings of Officers break the peace of the 
Commonwealth more, then any men whatſoever, 

eAll Officers in a true Magiſtracy of 4 (cmmonwealth are 
po be choſen Officers, 

In the firſt Family, which is the Foundation from whence a]l Fami- 
les ſprang, there was the Father, he is the firit link of the chain Magi. 
ftracy. The neceſſity of the children that ſprang from him doth ſay, 

Father, do thou teach us how to plant the Earth,that we may live,and 
we will obey. By this choyce, they make him not onely a Father, but a 
Maſter and Ruler, And out of this root ſprings up' all Mzgiltrates and 
Officers, To ſee the Law executed, and to preſerve Peace 1n the Earth, 
by ſeeing that right Government is obſerved. 

For here take netice, That though the children might nor ſpeak, yet 
their weakn:fs and ſimplicity did ipeak, and choſe their Father to be 
their Overſeer, : 

So that he whois a true Cemmonwealths Officer, 1s not to ſtep into 
the place of Magiſtracy by policy, or violent force, as all Kings and Con- 
querors do z and ſo become oppreſſing Tyrants, by promoting their ſelf. 
ended Intereſts, or Machiavilian Cheats, that they may live in plenty, 
and rule as Lo-ds over their Brethren, 

But a tive Commonwealths Otiicer is to be a choſen one, by them 
who are in neceflity, and who judg him fir for that work. 

And thus a Father in a Family is a Cominonwealths Officer, becauſe 
the Necefliry of the young children chooſe him by a joynt conſent, and 
nor other wiſe, 

Seconcly, In a bigger Family, called a Pariſh, the body of the people 
are confufcd and difordered, becauſe ſome are wiſe, ſome fooliſh, ſome 
{ubcil and cunnivg to deceive, others plain-hearted, fome ſtrong, ſome 
weak, ſome raſh, angry, ſome milde and: quiet-fpirited, By _ 
whereo 
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whereof offences do ariſe among brethren, and their common peace is 
broken. 

Thercf« re as NeceſTity hath added 2 Law. to limit mens manners, bc- 
cauſe of Tranſgrefſions one againlt another, 

So likewiſe doth the neceflity of common peace move the whole body 
of the Pariſh to chooſe two, three, or more, within that circuit, to be 
their Overſeers, to cauſe the unruly ones, for whom onely the Law was 
added, to be ſubjeR to the Lay, or Rule, that ſo peace may be preſerved 
among them in the planting of che Earth, reaping the fruits, and quiet 
enjoyment, , 

Thirdly, In' every County, Shire, or Land, wherein the Families are 


| encreaſed to a larger Commonwealth, the neceflity of the people moves 


them {till to chooſe more Overſeers and Officers to preſerve common 
peace. | 

And when the people have choſe all Officers, to preſerve a right Or- 
der in Government of Earth among them ; then doth the ſame neceſsity 
of common Peace move the people to ſay to their Overſeers and Officers, 

Do you ſee our Laws ob/erved for our preſervation and peare, and we will 
aſſiſt and gfoteft you: And this word afſift and proteF, impli:s, 

The riſing up of the people by force of Arms to defend their Laws 

and Officzrs agaialt any Invaſion, Rebellion, or Reſiltance, ya to beat 
down the turbulency of any fool:th or {clf-ended ſpirit that endevors to 
break their common Peace, 
* Sothar all truz Officers are choſen Officers, and when they at to ſa- 
tisfie the neceſsity of them who choſe them, then they are faithful and 
rightco!s ſervants to that Coinmonwealth, and then there is a xejoycing 
in the City, 

Burt when Officers do take the poſſeſs ons of the Earth into their own 
hands, lifting themſelves up thereby co be Lords over their Maſters, the 
peopl-, who choſe them; and will not ſuffer the people to plant che 
Ea:th, and reap the Fruits for their livelybood, unleſs they will hire the 
Land of thein,or war k for day- wages for them, that they may jive in eaſe 
and plenty, and not work, 


- Theſe Officers are fallen from true Magiſtracy of a Commonwealth, 


and they do nor at righteoully ; and becauſe of this, forrows and tears, 
poverty and bandages are known among Mankinde z and now that Gity 
mourns. 

And ſurely if it be carefully looked into, the necelsity of the people 
never chole ſuch Otticets, bur they were cicher voluntary Soldiers 0: Ot» 
ficeris choſen by them, who ran before they were called ; and fo by pos 
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licy and force they ſat cown in the chair of Government, ſtrengthening 
one ſort of people to take the free uſe of the Earth from another ſort ; and 
theſe are ſons of bondage, and they a in darkneſs ; by reaſon whereof 
the Prophet Eſay cries out, Darkneſs hath covered the Earth, and thick 
darkneſs the people ; for the Leaders of the prople have cauſed them to err : 
1 fear ſo, O England,chc. 
eAll Officers in a CommonWealth are tobe choſen new 
ones every year. 

When publique Officers remain long in place of Judicature, they will 
degenera:e from the bounds cf humility, honeſty, and tender care of bre- 
thren, inregard the hearc of man is ſo ſubjeR ro be overſpred with the 
clouds of covetouſneſs, pride, and vain-glory : for though at the firſt 
entrance into places of Rule they be of publique ſpirits, ſeeking the Free» 
dom of others as their own ; yer continuing long in ſuch a place, where 
honors and greatneſs is coming in, they become ſelfiſh, ſeeking them- 
ſelves, and not common Freedom ; as experience proves it true in thelz 
days, according to this common Proverb, 

Great Offices in a Land and Army have changed the difþoſition of many 
ſmeet ſpirited men, 

And Nature tells us, That if water ſtand long, it corrupts; whereas 
running water keeps ſweet, and is fit for common ule. 

Therefore as the neceſsity of common preſervation moves the people 
to frame a Law, and to chuſe Officers to ſee the Law obeyed, that they 
may liye in peace ; 

So doth the ſame Neceſsity bid the People, and cries aloud in the ears 
and eyes of E»g/and, to chuſe new Officers, and to remove the cd 
ones, and to chuſe State-O flicers every year : And that for theſe 
Reaſons ; - 

Firſt, To prevent their own evils: for when pride and fulnefs take 
hold of an Officer, his eyes are ſo blinded therewith, that he forgets heis 
a ſervant to the Commonwealth, and ſtrives to life up himſclf high 
above his Brethren, and ofcentimes his Fall proves very great; 
witneſs the Fall of oppreſſing Kings, Biſhops, and other Stare-Of- 
ficers, 

Secondly, To prevent the creeping in of Opprefſion into the Come 
monwealch again : for when Officers grow proud and full, they will 
maintain their greatneſs , though it be in the poverty, ruine, and 
hardſhip of their Brethren; Witneſs the practice of Kings and 
their Laws, that haye cruſhed the Commone;s of England a long 


time. 
And 
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And have we not experience in theſe days, that ſome Officers of the 
Commonwealth are grown ſo moſly for want of removing, that they will 
hardly ſpeak to an old acquaintance, if he be an inferior man, though they 
were very familiar before theſe Wars began ? &c. 

And what hath occaſioned this diſtance among friends and brethren, but 
long continuance in places of honour, greatneſs and riches ? 

Thirdly, Let Officers be choſen new every year in love to our poſterity ; 
for it Burthens and Oppreſſions ſhould grow up in our Laws and in our Of- 
ficers for want of removing, as Moſs and Weeds grow in ſome Land for 
want of ſtirring, ſurely it will be a foundztian of miſery, not cafily to be re- 
moved by our poſterity, - and then will they curſe the time that ever we their 
fore-fathers had opportunities to ſet things to rights for their eaſe, and 
would not do its | 

Fourthly, To remove Officers of State every year will make them truly 

faithful, knowing that others are comirg after who will look into their 
ways ; and if they do not do things juſtly, they muſt be aſhamed when the 
next Officers ſucceed : And. when Officers deal faichfully in the Govyern- 
ment of the Commonwealth, they will not be unwilling to remove : Fhe 
Peace of Longoz is much preſerved by removing their Officers yeatly. 
: Fifrhly, It is good to remove Officers every year, that whereas many have 
their portions to obey, ſo many may have their turns to rule, and this will 
encourage all men to advance Righteouſneſs and good Manners in hopes of 
Honor ; but when money and riches bears all the ſway in the Rulers-hearts, 
there is nothing but Tyranny in ſuch ways. | 

Sixthly, The Commonwealth hereby will be furniſhed with able and ex- 
perienced men, fit to govern, which will mightily advance the Honor and 
Peace of our Land, occaſion the more watchful care in the Education of 
children, and in time will make our Commonyealth of Zngland the Lilly 
among the Nations of the Earth. : 

Who are fit to chooſe, and fit to be choſen Officers in a Commonwealth. 

All uncivil livers, as drunkards, quarrelers, tearful ignorant men, who dare 
not ſpeak truth, leſt they anger other men ; likewiſe all who are wholly 
given to pleaſure and ſports, or men who are full of talk ; all theſe are emp- 
ty of ſubſtance, and cannot be experienced men, therefore not fit to be 

choſen Officers in a Commonyealth, yet they may have a voyce in the 
chooſing. 

Secondly, All thoſe who ate interefſed in the Monarchial Power and Go- 
verntment, ought neither to chooſe nor be choſen Officers to manage Com- 
monwealths Afﬀairs, for theſe cannot be friends to common Freedom: And 


theſe are of two ſorts. : 
E 3 Firſt, 
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Firlt, Such as have either lent money ro maintain the Kings Army, or 
in that Army have been Souldiers to fight againſt the recovering of common 
Freedom, thelc are neither to chooſe, nor be choſen Officers in the Com- 
monwealth as y<r, for they have lolt their Freedom ; yer 1 do not ſay that 
they ſhould be mad: ſervants, as the conquered uſually are made ſervants, 
for they are our brethren, and what they did, no doubt, they did in a con- 
ſcionable zeal, though in ignorance. 

Ard fzeing but few of the Parliaments friends underſtand their Common 
Freedoms,though they own the names Commonwealth, therefore the Parlia- 
ments party ought to bear with the ignorance of the Kings party, becauſe 
they are brethren, and not make them ſervants, though for the preſent they 
be ſuffered neither to chooſe nor be choſen Officers, lelt that ignorant ſpirit 
of revenge break out in them to interrupt our common Peace. | 

Secondly, All thoſe who have been ſo haſty to buy and ſell the Common- 
wealchs Land, and fo to entangle it upon a new accompt, ought neither to 
chooſe nor be choſen Officers, for hereby they declare themſelves cither to 
be for Kingly Intereſt, or elſe are ignorant of Commonwealths Freedom, or 
both, therefore unfic co make Laws to governa free Commonwealth, or to 
be Overſeers to ſee thoſe Laws executed. 

What greater injury.could be done to the Commoners of England, then 
to {ell away their Land fo haſtily,before the people knew where they were, 
ot what Freedom they had got by {ach coſt and bloodſhed as they were at ? 
And what greater ignorance could be declared by Officers,then to (ell away 
the purchaſed Land from the Purchaſers,or from part of them,into the hands 
of particular men to uphold Monarchial Principles? 

Bat though this be a faule, lee ir be bore withall, it was ignorance of bre- 
thren ; for Eng/and hath layn ſo long under Kingly ſlavery, that few knew 
what Common Freedom was : And let a reſtoration of this redeemed Land 
be ſpeedily made by them who have the poſſcflion of ic. 

For there is neither Reaſon nor Equity, that afew mc<n ſhould go' away 
with that L2nd and Freedom which the whole Commoners have paid 
Taxes, Free-quarter,and waſted their Eftates, Healths and Blood to purchaſe 
out of Bondage, and many of thera are in want of a comfortable lively- 
hood. 

Well, theſe are the men that take away other mens Rightsfrom them, 
and they are Members of the covetous generation of Sclf-leckers, therctore 
unfit to be choſen Officers, or to choole. 

Who thes are fit to be choſen Commonwealths Officers ? 

Why ernly, chooſe ſuch as have a long time given teſtimony by their aRi- 
ons to be Promoters of Common Freedom, whether they be —_ 8 
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Church fellowſhip, or not in Charch fellowſhip, for all are one in Chriſt. 
: Chooſe ſuch as are men of peaceable ſpirits, and of a peaceable conver- 
ation. 

Chooſe ſnch as have ſuffered under Kingly Opprefſion, for they will be 
fellow-feelers of others bondages. 

Chooſe ſuch as have adventured the loſs of their Eſtates and Lives to re- 
deem the Land from Bondage, and who have remained cotiſtant. 

Chooſe ſuch as are underſtanding men, and who are experienced in the 
Laws of peaceable and righe ordered Government. 

Chooſe men of courage, who are not afraid to ſpeak the Truth ; for this 
is the ſhame of many in Ernglaxd at this day, they are drowned in the dung- 
hill mud of (laviſh fear of men ; theſe are covetous men, not fearing God, 
and their portion is to be caſt without the City of Peace amongſt the 


$. 

Chooſe Officers out of the number of thoſe men that are aboye forty 
years of age, for theſe are moſt likely to be experienced men ; and all theſe 
are likely to be men of conrage, dealing truly, and hating Covetouſneſs. 

And if you chooſe m:n thas principled, who are poor men, as times go, 
for the Conquerors Power hath made many a righteous man a poor man ; 
then allow them a yearly Maintenance from the Common Stock, until ſuch 
time as a Commonywealths Freedom is eſtabliſhed, for then there will be no 
need of ſuch allowances. 4 

What is the reaſon that moſt people are ſo ignorant of their Freedoms, 
and ſo few fit to be choſen Common wealths Officers ? 

Becauſe the old Kingly Clergy, that are ſeared in Pariſhes for lucre of 
Tythes, are continually diſtilling their blind Principles tato the people, and 
do thereby nurſe up Ignorance in them; for they obſerve the bent of the 
peoples minds,and make Sermons co pleaſe the ſickly minds of ignorant peo- 
ple, to preferve their own riches and eſteem among a charmed, befooled and 
beſotted peopl:. 


”  — 


Cnavp.1V. 
What are the Officers Names in a free Commonwealth? 


[* a private Family, a Father, or Maſter, is an Officer. 
A P-ace- maker. 
A fo3r-fold Office of Overſeers. 


Ina Town, City, or Pariſh,4 A Souldier. 
A Task-maſter. - 
An Ex<cutioner» 


AO The Law of Freedom in a Platform ; or 
CA Judg. ? 
The Peace-makers of e- | 
very Town within | This is called either the 
In a County or Shire,5 that Circuit, Judges Court, er the 
The Overſeers and Sol- ; County Senate. 
| diers attending there- | 
{ upon. J 
A Parliament. Miniſtry 
| A Commonwealths Miniltry. 
In z whole Land, * Poſt-maſter. 
An Army. : 

All theſe Offices are like links of a Chain, they ariſe from one and the 
ſame root, which is neceſlity of Common Peace, and all their works tend to 
preſerve Common Peace, therefore they are to aſſiſt each other, and all o- 
thers are to affiſt them, as need requites, upon pain of pnniſhment by the 
breach of the Laws: And the Rule of right Government being thus ob- 
ſerved, may makea whole Land, nay the whole Fabrick of the Earth, to be- 
come one family of Mankind, and one well governed Commonwealth ; as 
Iſrael was called one houſe of Iſracl, though it confilted of many Tribes, 
Nations and Family. 

. The Work of a Father or Mater of a Family. 

A Father is to cheriſh bis children till they grow wiſe and ſtrong, and 
then as a Maſter he is to inſtruc chem in reading, in learning languages, Arts 
and Sciences, or to bring them up to labour, or employ them in ſome Trade 
or other,or cauſe them to be inſtruced therein, according as is ſhewed here- 
after in the Education of Mankind. 

A Father is to have a care thar as all his children do aflilt to plant the 
Earth;or by other Trades provide neceſſaries ; ſo he thall ſee that every one 
have a cotnfortable livelyhood, not reſpeRing one before another. 

He is to command them their work,and fee they do it, and not ſuffer them 
to live idle; ke is cither to reprove by words, or whip thoſe who offend, 
tor the Rod is prepared to bring the unreaſonable ones to experience and 
moderation : 

That ſo children may not quarrel like beaſts, but live in Peace, like rati- 
onal men, experienced in yielding obedience to the Laws and Officers of 
the Commonwealth, every one doing to another as he would have another 
do to him. 

T he Work of a Peace-maker. 

In a Pariſh or Town may be choſen three, four ar fix Peace-makers, or 
more , according tothe bigneſs of the place ; and their work is __ 

17it, 
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Firſt, In general to it in Councel to order the Aﬀairs of the Pariſh, to 
un troubles,and to preſerve Common Peace, and here they may be call- 


Secondly, If there ariſe any matters of offcnce between man and man, by 
reaſon of any quarrels, diſturbance, or fooliſh aRings, the offending parties 
(hall be brought by the Souldiers before any one or more of theſe Pexcc- 
makets, who ſhall hear the matter, and ſhall endeavor to reconcile the 
parties, and make peace, and fo put a ſtop to the rigor of the Law, and go 
no further. | 

But if the Peace-maker cannot perſwade or reconcile the parties, then he 
ſhall command them to appear at the Judges Court at the time appointed 
to receive the Judgment of the Law. | 

Tf any matters of publike concernment fall out wherein the Peace of the 
City, Town or Country in one County is concerned, then the Peace-makers 
in every Town thereabouts ſhall meer, and conſult about it ; and from them, 
or from any fix of them, if need require, (hall iſſue forth any Order to infe- 
rior Officers. 

But it che matters concern only the limits of a Town or City, then the 
Peace-makers of that Town (ball from their Court ſend forth Orders to 
—__ Officers for the performhing of any publike ſervice within their 

tS . 

Thirdly, If avy proof be given that any Officer negleRs his duty, 
x Pexce-maker is to tell that Officer between them two of his negle&t ; 
and if the Officer continue negligent” after this reproof , the: Peace- 
maker (hall acquaint” either the County Senate, or the National | Par- 
lament therewith , that from them 'tlie offendor may receive condign 
puniſhment. | 

And it 1s all to this end, that the Laws be obeyed ; for a carefnl Execu- 
tion of Laws is the Life of Government. 

And while a Peace-maker is careful to overſee the Officers, all Officers 
and others (hill aſſilt him, upon pain of forfeiture of Freedom, or other pu- 
niſhment, according to the Rules following. | 

One thing remember, That when any off:ndor is brought before any of 
theſe chief Peace-makers, then this is to be noted, that the offendor hath re- 
je&ed mercy once before by retuling to yield obedience to the Ovetſcers, as 
iscxplained farther hereafter. | 


T he Work of an Overſeer. 


In a Pariſh or Town there is to be a fourfold degree of Overſeers; which 


are to be choſen ycarly. 
7 Tae 
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The firſt is an Overſeer to preſerve Peace, in caſe of any quarrels that 
may fall out between man and man : for tbough the Earth with her frnirs 
be a common Treaſury, and is to be planted an 1 reaped by common Alli. 
ance of every family, yer every houſe, and all the furniture for ornamene 
therein, is a,propriety to the Indwellers ; and when any family hath ferched 
in from the Store-houſes or ſhops either Clothes, food, or any ornament ne. 
ceſlary for their uſe, it is alla propriety to that family. 

And if any other family or man come to.diftarb them, and endeavor to 
take away furniture, which is the ornament of his neighbors houſe, or to 
burn, break, or ſpoyl wilfully any part of his-neighbors houſes, or endeavor 
to take away either the food or clathing which his neighbor'hath -pro. 
w__ for his uſe, by reafon whereof .quarrels and :provoking words may 
ariſe; - - 

This Office of Overſeers is to;prevent diſturbance, and is an Aſfiftance 
to.the Peace-maker ; and at the hearing of any ſuch offence, this Overſeer 
(hall go and hear the matter, and £ndeavor to —_ the offendor, andto 
keep peace; and if friend(hip be made, and ſnbj<Rion be yielded to the 
Laws for the Peace of the Commonwealth, the offendor'is only to be repro- 
ved for-his raſhneſs by this Overſeer; and.there-isan end. 

Bat.if the offendor be ſo violent, that he:will not refrain his- offence to 
his neighbor at this Overſeers perſwaſion, but remain Riff and Rubborn, 
this Overſeer ſhall then give out an Ocder-to the Soaldier to carry the body 
of the offendor before the Councel of the Peace-makers,or before any one or 
moreof them. 

And'if. the offendor will not yicld obedience to the Laws:of Peace by the 

perſwaſion.of -the chick Peace-makers neither, then this is to be noted to be 
the ſecond time that this offendor hath refuſed mercy. 
- Then (ball the Peace-maker appoint him-a day, and command him toap- 
pear before the Judges Court, either in the City or Country, where the of- 
_ is given, .and there he ſhall receive ſentence according to the rigor of 
the Law. 

And if an Oyerſeer ſhould make peace, and-do not ſend the offendor to 
the Peace-makery Court, yet this (hall be noted the firſt time of ſuch a ones 
diſobedicnce to the Laws. 

And all this is .co prevent quarrels and . offences ; and the- chief Pexce- 
makers or Counſellors may not always be at hand at the beginning of ſuch 
diſturbance, therefore this Overſeer is an Aſſiſtance thereunto,and is a Man- 
ber of that Court. 

One marſhall not take away that Commodity which another man hath 
ficſt layd hands on, for any Commodity for uſe b:longs to him that ay" 

$ 


 Andif the father of a family be weak. fick, or naturally fooliſh, wanting 
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hands of it for his uſe ; and if another come and ſay, I will have it, ard ſo 
offences do ariſe, this Overſeer ſhall go to them, or give order to the Souldier 
to bring the offendor to him, and ſhall endeavor to make peace, either by 


. giving the Commodity to him who firſt 1yd hands on it, or cl(e by takiog 


the Commodity from both, and bid them go to the Store- houſes and feteh 
more, ſeeing the Store-houfſes are full, and afford plenty of the fame Com- 
modities,giving the offendor a ſharp reproof for offering to break the Peace, 
noting this to be the firſt time that ſuch a one offcred violence to break the 
Laws of Peace, . | 

And all perfons whatſoever ſhall afliſt the Overſeers herein ; and if any 
perſon ſtrike or affront by words this Overſeer, he (hall give order to the 
Souldier to carry him before the Peace-makers, and from them the offendor 
ſhall receive a Command to appear before the Jndges Court, where he ſhall 


 "reeeive the ſentence of the Law without mitigation. 


For when a Peace-maker or Conncellor doth appoint an offendor to 
appear before the Judges Court , ſuch an offendor hath refuſed mercy 
TWICE, O 

All this is to be done in caſe of ſmall offences ; but if any offence be of- 
fered by any which comes within compaſs of death, there ſhall be no-Peace- 
maker to be a Mediator aforthand, but the offendor ſhall be tryed by the 


Law. 

The ſecond Office of Overſeerſhip for Trades. 1 
| And this Overſeer is to ſee that young people be put to Maſters, to be in- 
ſrued in ſome labour, Trade,Science,or to be waiters in Store-honſes, that 
none be idly brought up in any family within his Circuit. 

Likewiſe this Overſeer is to afliſt any Maſter of a family by his advice and 
counſel in the ſecrets of his Trades, that by the experience of the Elders, the 
young people may learn the inward knowledg of the things which are, and 
find our the ſecrers of Nature. 
| And ſeeing there are variety of Trades, there are to be choſen” Overſeers 
for every Trade, ſo many Overſeers as the largeneſs of the Town and City 
requires ; and the employment of this Overſeer is not to work (unleſs he 
will himſclf,) but to go from houſe to houſe to view the works of the peo- 
ple of every houſe belonging to his Trade and Circuit, and togive direQions 
35 he ſees cauſe, and ſee that no youth be trained up in idlenels, as is ſaid. 

And if this Overſeer find any youth more capable and fit for another Trade 
then his own, he ſhall ſpeak to ſome Overſeers of another Trade, who ſhall 
provide him a Maſter, with the conſent of his father, and appoint him what 
family to live in. 
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the power of wiſdom and government,or ſhould be dead b-fore his chil- 
dren ſhould be inſtruRed ; then the Overſcers of this Trade, wherein the 
Father was brought up, are to put thoſe Thildren into ſuch Families, 
where they may be inſtruRed, according to the Law of the Common. 
wealth, 

One man may be an Overſeer for twenty or thi-ty Families of Shoo- 
makers; another for Smirhs, another forWeavers of C loth another for the 
Keepers of Storehouſes or Shops : for every Trade is to have an Overſeer 
for that particular Trade. | 

And truly the Government of the Halls and Companies in London is a 
very rational and well orde: ed Government ; and the Owver/cers of Trades 
may very well be'called Mafters, Wardens,and Aſſiſtants of ſuch and ſuch 
a Company, for ſuch and ſuch a particular Trade, Onely two things are 
to b2 praQiſed to preſerve peace. | p— 

The firlt is, T hat all theſe Overſeers ſhall be choſen new ones every year, 
And ſecondly,7T he old Overſeers ſhal not chuſe the new ones, to prevent the 
creeping in of Lordly Oppreffion : but all the Maſters of Families, and 
Freemen of that Trade, ſhall be the chuſers, and the old Owverſcers ſhall 
give but their ſingle voyce among them, 

And as there are to be Overſeers for Trades in Towns and Cities ; 

So there are to be choſen Overſeers in the Country Pariſhes, to ſee the 
Earth planted ; and in every Pariſh in the Country may be choſen four 
or fix Overſeers of Huſbandry, to ſee the Ground planted within their 
Circuits, and to ſee that the work of Husbandry be done orderly, and-ac- 
cording to Reaſon and skill, | 

Some Overſeers to look after the Shepherds, and appoint out ſuch men 
as are Skilled in that work. Some Overſeers to look after the Herdi-men, 
Some Over/cers of them who look to Hor/er, And ſome for the Daries. 
And the work of theſe Overſeers is to ſee, that every Family ſend in their 
affitance to work, both in plowing and dreſſing the Earth, in that ſeaſon 
of the year, in ſeed time ; and in reaping the fruits of the Zarth, and hou- 
fing them in Scoreboxſes in time of Har veſt, 

Likewiſe they are to ſee, that all Barns belonging ro any Family, or 
more publique Storehowſes belonging to a Pariſh, be kept in ſufficient re» 
pair, Likewiſe they are to ſee, that every Family do keep ſufficient works ' 
5ng tools for common ule, as Plows, Carts, and furniture, according as 
every Family is} furniſhed with men to work therewith : likewiſe Pick- 
axes, Spades, Pruning- hooks, ard any ſuch like neceflary inſtrument. 

Likewiſe it is the work of th's Overſeer ſhip to ſee, that Schoolmaſterr, 
Poſtmaſter + nd 7infters, do their ſeveral Offices,accordipe to the _ 

| Likewiſe 


[_ 
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Likewiſe this Overſcerſhip tor Trades ſhall ſee, That no man ſhall be 
a Houſe-keeper, and have Servants under him, till he hath ſerved under 
a Maſter ſeven years, and hath learned his Trade : and the reafon is, that 
every Family may be governed by {tayd and experienced Maſters, and 


' not by wanton youth. 


And this Office of Overſeerſhip keeps all people within a peaceable 
harmony of Trades, Sciences, or Works, that there be neither Beggar nor 
idle perſon in the Commonwealth. 

T he third O ffice of Overſeer ſhip ts to ſee particular Tradeſmen 
bring in their Works to Storehouſes and Shops, and to 
ſee the Waiters in Storchouſes do their duty, 
As there are particular Trades requiring ſtrength, and ſome men are 
ſtrong to perform ſuch works ; ſo there are ſome weak in body, whoſe 


- employment ſhall be to be Keepers of Storchouſes and She ps, both to re- 


ceive in Commodities, and deliver out again, as any particular Family, 
or man, wants and comes for them. 

As for example : | 

When Lether is tanned, it (hall be brought into the Storehouſes for 
Lether ; and from thence Shoomakers, and Harneſs: makers, and ſach 
like, may fetch it as they need, 

So for Linnen and Woeolen Cloth, it is to be brought by the Weavers. 
into the Storehouſes or Shops, from whence particular Familics of other 
Trades may fetch as they'need : And ſo for any Commodity, as in the 
Law for Storchouſes is declared, 

Now the wotk of this Overſeerſhip is of the ſame nature with the 0- 
ther for Trades ; onely this is to be imployed onely about the Overſight 
of Storchouſes and ſhops. | 

And they are to ſce that particular Tradeſmen, as Weavers of Linnen 
and Woolen Cloth, Spinners, Smiths, Hatters, Glovers, and ſuch like, 
do bring in their Works into the ſhops appointed z And they are to ſee 
chat the Shops and Storchouſes within their ſeveral Circuits, be kept (till 
furniſhed, | 

That when Families of other Trades want ſuch commodities . as 
they cannot make, they may go tothe Shops and Storehouſes where 
ſuch commodities are, and. receive them for their uſe, without buying 
Or ſellin » : 

And .. this Officer ſees the particular Tradeſmen to furniſh the ſhops 
and Storehouſcs, ſo they (hall ſee that the. Keepers of the ſhops and 
Storchoules be diligent to wait, both to receive in, and deliver out 
again, according to the Law, any I under their charge, = 
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And if any Keeper of a Shop and Storehouſe negleR his duty of his 
place , through idleneſs, or vain converſation, or pride, whereby juſt 
offence is given, the Overſeers ſhall admoniſh him and reprove him : If 
heamend, all is well; if he doth not, he ſhall giveorder to the Soldi- 
ers to carry him before the Peace- Makers Court 3 and if he reform upon 
the reproof of that Court, all is well : but if he doth not reform, he hall 
be ſent unto by the Officers to appear before the Judges Court, and the 
Judg ſhall paſs Sentence, That he ſhall be put out of that Houſe and Em. 
ployment, and ſent among the Hnſbandmen 10 work in the Earth: And 
ſome other ſhall have hi place and bouſe till he be reformed, 

Likewiſe this Overſeer ſhall ſec to ir, That the Keepers of Shops and 
Storchoufes do keep their Houſes in ſufficient repair: and when 
any houſe wants repair, the Keepers thereof ſhall ſpeak co any of the 
Overſeers for Trades, and they (hall appoint either Brick»Layers, Mg- 
—_ Smiths, or Carpenters forthwith to take the work in hand and 

niſh its 

Fourthly, AP ancient men, above ſixty years of age, are 
general Overſeers, > 

And whereſoever they go, and ſee things amiſs in any Officer or 
Tradeſman, they ſhall call any Officer or others to account for their 
__ of Daty to the Commonwealths Peace : And theſe are called 
Elders. 

Atidevery one ſhwll give humble reſp: to theſe, as to Fathers, and as 
to men of the higheſt experience in the Laws, for the keeping of Peace 
itt the Commonwedilth 

And if theſe ſee things amiſs, and do ſpeak, all Officers and others 
ſhall affiſt and proteR them,to ſee the Laws carefvlly executed : and eves 
ry one that iffronts or abuſes theſe in wotds os deeds, ſhall ſuffer puniſh- 
ment zccordinf to the ſentence of the Judg. 

And all theſe ſhall be generall afſiſtances and encourapers of all Officers in 
che doing the work of their places. 

Allie Reaſon of all is this, That many eyes being watchfull , the Laws 
may be obeyed, for to preſerve Peace. 

Bur if any of theſe Elders ſhould vent their paſſion, or expreſs envy againſt 
ary one, and ſet up his own will above the Law, and do things contrary to 
Law, upon complaint, the Senators at the Judges Court ſhal examine the 
matter, if he be faulty the Judge (hal reprove him the firſt time, but the ſe- 
cond time he does ſo the Judge (hall pronounce, That he (þal loſe his Autho- 
ritic and never beare Office nor generall oyer-fight more while he lives, onely 


be ſhal have reſpeR as a man of Age. ; 
.- 
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What t the Office of a Souldier ? 

A Souldier is a Magiſtrate as well as -avy other Officer , and indeed all 
State Officers are Souldiers, for they repreſent power, and if -there were not 
power in the hand of Officers, the ſpirit of rudeneſs would not be obedient 
to any Law or Government, bue their own wils. | 

Therefore every year ſhal be choſen a Souldier, like unto x Marſhal of a Ci- 
ty, and being the chicf heſhall have divers Souldiers under him at his com- 
mand, to afſiſt in caſe af need. | 

The work of a Souldier in times of Peace, is, to fetch in Offenders, and to 
bring them before either Officer or Conrts, and to be a proteRion to the Of- 
ficcrs againſt all diſturbances. 

The Souldier is not to do any thing without Order from the Officers ; 
bat-when he hath. an Orderithen/he is co at accordingly ; and he is to receive 
Orders from the Judges Conrt,,. or: from the Peace-makers Court, or from 
Over-ſcers as need (hall requixe. | 

If a Souldier hath bronght an Offender before a Peace-maker , and-if the 
Offender will not beſubyeR ro-#he Law by his perſwaſion , and the Peace- 
maker ſend him to the Judges Court,if the offence be under matters of death, 
che offender (hal not be impriſoned inthe mean time ; But the Peace-maker 
ſha] command him to appear before the J _ Court at the time appointed, 
and the Offender (ball promiſe to obey : and this ſhal be for ewo Reaſons. 

Firſt to prevent crueky of Priſons. Secondly , in the time of his binding 
over he may remember himſelf, and amend his wayes, -and by teſtimony of 
his own actions and neighboursreports, his ſentence may be mitigated iby 
the Judge ; for it is amendment not deſtrution-that Common- wealths Law 
requires. 

And if this Offender run away from that Country to another , and ſo both 
_ difobey the Peace-makers command, and break bis own promife of appex- 
rance ; then ſhall the Souldiers be ſcntforth into all places to:ſearchfor him, 
and if they catch him, they-ſhould-bring him before the Judge, -who (hall 
pronounce ſentence of death upon him:withone mercy. 

And if any prote& him or ſhelter him, after hue and cry is made after him, 
all fach proteRors ſhal ſuffer the lofſe of Freedome for twelve moneths time, 
25 is ſhewed hereafter.what that is. 

Bat if the off:nce ſhould be matter of death, then-the Peace-maker (hal take 
no promiſe from-him for his appearance, but let the Souldier carry him to 
Friſon, till the next Judges Court fits where he ſhall have his Tryall. 

T he Work of a T ask-maſter. 

The Work or Office of a Task-maſter is to take thoſe into his over-fight 

25 are ſentenced by the Judge to loſe their Freedome, and to appoint _ 
I 


their work and to ſee they do it. 
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If they do their Tasks, he is to allow them ſufficient viRuals and cloathiog 
to preſerve the health of cheir bodies. 

But if they prove deſperate, wanton, or idle, and will not quietly ſubmit 
to the Law, the Task-maſter is to feed them with ſhort dyer , and to whip 
them, for a rod # prepared for the fools back, till ſuch time as their proud 
hearts do bend to the Law. 

And whenhe fiades them ſubje&, he ſhal then carry a favonrable hand co- 
wards them, as to offending brethren, and allow them ſufficient diet and 
clothes in hopes of their amendment, but withall ſee they do their work, till 
by the ſentence of the Law he be ſer free again. | 

The Task-maſter (hal appoint chem any kind of work or labour as he 
pleaſes that is to be done by man. 

Andif any of theſe Offenders run away,there (hal be hue and cry ſent afcer 
him, and he (hal dye by the ſentence of the Judge when taken again. 

The Work of an Executioner. | 
If any have ſo highly broke the Laws, as they come within the compaſle of 
whiping, impriſoning and death , The Executioner (hal cut off the head, 
hang, or ſhoot to death, or whip the offender according to the ſentence of 
Law. Thus you may ſce what the work of every Officer in a Town or City is. 
What « the Work of a Juage ? | 

The Law ie ſelf is the Judge of all mens aRions , yet he who is choſen to 
pronounee the Law is called Judge, becauſe he is the mouth of the Law, for 
no ſingle man oughe to Judge or interpret the Law. 

Bceauſe the Law it ſelf, as it «is left os in the letter, is the mind and de- 
termination of the Parliament and of the people of the Land, to be their Rule 
to walk by and to be the tonch ſtone of all aRions, | 

And that man who takes upon him to interpret the Law, do: h either dark- 

en the ſence of the Law,and ſo makes it confuſed and hard to he nnderſtood, 
orelſe putsanother meaning upon it, and ſo lifts up himſelf above the Parlia- 
ment, above the Law, and above all people in the Land. 
; Therefore the work of that man who is called Judge, is to hear any matter 
that is brought before bim ; and in all caſes of diff.rence between man and 
man, he (hall ſee the parties on both ſides before him, and ſhall hear each man 
ſpeak for himſelf without a Fee'd Lawyer; likewiſe he is to examine any wit- 
neſs who is to prove a matter in Tryal before him. 

And then he is to pronounce the bare Lecter of the Law concerning ſuch s 
thing, for he hath his name Judge, not becauſe his will and mind is to Judge 
the aRions of offenders before him, but becanſe he is the mouth to pronounce 
the Law, who indeed is the true )udge ; therefore to this Law and to thu 

Teſt imonie [ct every one have a regard who 1ntends to live in peace in the 
Commonwealth. But 


1 


Welt, inche third in th< South, and in the fourth in che North 
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But from hence hath aroſe much miſery in the Nations under Kin. ly 


- Government, in that the man called the Judg hath been ſuffered to in- 
terpret the Law ; and when the mind of the Law, the Judgment of the 


Parliament,and the-Government of the Land,is reſolved into the breſt of the 


', Judges, this hath occafioned much complaining of Injuſtice, in Judges, in 
' ;, Courts of Juſtice, in Lawyers, and in the courſe of the Law it (elf, as if ir 
_ were an evil Rule. 


B.cauſe the Law, which was a certain Rule, was varied, according to the 
will of a covetous, envious, or proud Judg, therefore no marvel though the 
Kingly Laws be ſo intricate, 'and though few know which way the courſe 
of the Law goes; becauſe the ſentence lies many times in the breſt of a Judg, 
and not in the letter of the Lay. | 

And ſo the good Laws made by an induſtrious Parliament, are like 
good Eggs layd by a filly Gooſe, and as ſoon as ſhe hath layd them, ſhe 
goes her way, and lets others take them, and never looks after them 'more, 
ſo that if you lay a ſtone in her neſt, ſhe will fit upon it, as if it were an 


E928. | 

And ſo though the Laws be good, yet if they be l:ft to the will of a Judg 
to-interpret, the Execution hath many times proved bad. - © 

And truly as the Laws and people of Nations have been abuſed by fuffer- 
ing men Judges to alter the ſence by their Interpretation : © 

Solikewiſe hath the Scriptures of 2Lo/zs, rhe Prophets, Chriſt, and his 
Apoſtles, been darkened and confcunded by ſuffering Miniſters to put their 
Inferences and Interpretations upon them. | 

And {urcly both the Judges. for the Law, 2nd the Miniſters for Gods 
Word, have been both unfaithful ſervants ro man and to God, by taking 
upon them to expound and interpret that Rule which they arg bound te 
yield obedience to, without addiog to, or diminiſhing from, 


hat t the Judges Court ? 


Ina County or Shire there is to be choſen 
A Judg. 
The Peace. makers of every Town within that Circuit. 
The Overſeers, and 
A band of Souldiers attending thereupon. 

And this is called ch2 Judges Court, or the County Senate : This Court 
(hall Fir four times in the year,or oftner if need be, in the Country, and four 
rimes in the year in great Cities: In the firſt quarter of che year they (hall 
it in the Exſt pare of the County, and the ſecond quarter of the year in the 


And 
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And this Court is to overſce and examine any Officer within their Coun- 
ety or Limits; for their work is to ſee, that every one be faithful in his 
place z and if any Officer hath done wrong to any, this Court is to paſs ſen- 
_ of puniſhment vpon the offendor, according to his offence againſt the 

2W» | 
It any grievance lie upon any man, wherein inferior Officers cannot eafs' 
him, this Court ſhall quiecly hear his Complaint, and caſe him ; for wherez 
Law is wanting,they may prepare 2 way of eaſe for the cf: nder till the Par- 
liament.fit, who may either e{tabl.Ch that canclufion for a Law, if they ap- 
prove of it, or frame anather Law to that effeR.; for it is poſſible that many 
_ may fall out hereafter,which the Law-makers for the preſent may not 

orelee. 

It any diſorder break in among the people, this Court ſhall ſer things to - 
rights : If any be bound over to appear at this Court, the Fudg (ball hear 
the matter, and pronounce the letter of the Law, according to the naturedf 
the offence. 

So that the alon2 work of the Judg is to pronounce the ſentence and mind 
of the Law : and all this is. but to ſee the Laws execnted, that the Peace of 
the Commonwealth may be preſerved. 

Was ts the Work of @Commonwealths Parliament in general ? 

A Parliament is the higheſt Court of ' Equity in a Land, and ic istybe | 
choſen} every year ; and out of every City, Town, and: certain limitsof a | 
Country through the Land, two, three, or more men are to be choſento 
moke up this Court. 

This Court is ta overſee all other Courts, Officers, perfons and ations, 
and to have atull Power, being the Repreſentative of the whole Land,to re- 
move all grievances, and to caſc the people that are oppreſſed. 

A Parliament hath his riſe from the loweſt Office in a Commonyealth, 
viz.from the father in a family : For as a fathers tender care is to remove all | 
grievances from the oppreſſed children, not reſpeRing one before another; } 
{0 a Parliament are to remove all burdens from the people of the Land, and 
are not to reſpe perſons who are great before them who are weak ; but 
their. eye and care muſt be principally to relieve the oppreſſed ones, who 
groan under the Tyrants Laws and Power :« The ſtrong, or ſuch as have the I 
Tyrant Power to uphold them, need no help. | 

But though a Parliament be the Father of a Land, yet by the Covetonſ- 
neſs and Cheats of Kingly Government the heart of this Father hath been 
alienated from the children of the Land, or elſe ſo over-awed by the frowns 
cf x Kingly Tyrant; that they could not or durſt not aR for the weakeſt chi- 
drens calc, _ 

ot - 


 Sndoverſecing the poor fo rarrowly —_ dares bald him a houfe upon 
py 
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For hath not Parliaments ſac,znd rofe again,and madeLaws to ſtrengthen 
the Tyrant in his Throne, and to ſtrengthen the rich and the fitong by thoſe 


Laws, and lefe oppreſſion upon the backs of the opprefled ſtill > 
But I'le not reap up former weakneſſes, but rather rejoyce in hope of a- 


= .mendment,(cting our preſent Parliatment hath declared Z1g/a»d to be a free 


Commonwealth, and to caſt out Kingly Power ; and upon this ground I re- 


. Joyce in hope, that ſucceeding Parlizments will be render- hearted Fathers to 


the opprefled children of the Land. 
And not only dandle usapon the knee with good words #nd promiſes till 


particular mens turns be ſerved, but will fill our bellies, and clorhe our backs | 


with good aRions of Freedom, and give ro the oppreſſed childrens children 
their birth-right portion, which is Freedom in the Commonwealths Land, 
which the Kingly Law and Power, our cruel ſtep-farhers and ſtep-morthers, 
heve kept from us and our fathers for many years paſt. 


T he particular Work:of a Parliament is fonur-fold. 


Firſt, As arender father,a Parliament is to i er Officers,and pive out 
Ocders for the free planting and —_ che Commonwealths Land, thac 
all who have been oppreſſed, md keprifrom the Mie aſc thereof by Conque- 
rors, Kings, and Theit Tyrant Liews, tratynowbe ſet at tiberty to plant in 
Freedotn for food and rayment, ard dteto be x provettion to them who la- 
bour che Barth, and a'/paniſh?r of them'Who we idle. But Come may fay, 
What is that I call Commonwealths Land ? | 

I anſwer,All that Land which hathdeen withheld from the Inhabitants by 
the Conquerot, 'of Tyra Kings, ail is now recovered out of the hatids of 
thar Oppreſfion by the joytit afiftante of rhe purſons ghd parſes of the 
Commoners of the Land ; for this Land is the price of their blood ; it is thieir 
birth-righr to rhem and their poſterity, atid ought not to be'corverted into 
particulze hands again by the Lyws of a free Conimoriwealth, 

Andn patticolar, this Latid is all Abby Lands, forrfierly recovered out of 
the hands of rhe Popes Power by the Blood of the Comnoners of England, 
though the Kings withheld their rights herein frotti them, 

Soltkewife al} Crowh Latids,Biſhops Lands, wich all Parks,Forreſts,Chaſes, 
now of late recovered out of the harids of the Kingly Tyraits who have fer 
Lords of Manors and Task-mafters over the Commoners, to withhold the 
tree uſe of the Land from them. 

$o likewiſe all che Commons «nd waſte Lands, which ate called Com- 
mons, becauſe the poor was to have part cherem ; bar this is withheld 
from the Commoners; either by Lords of Mmors, requiring quit Retits, 


this 
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this Common Land,or plant therezupon, without his leave, but muſt pay him 
rept, fines,and heriots,and homage,as unto a Conqueror; or elſe the benefit of 
this Common Land is taken away from the younger brethren by rich Land. 
lords and Freeholders, who overſtock the Commons with Sheep and Carttel, 
ſo that the poor in many places are not able to keep a Cow, unleſs they ſteal. 
oraſs for her. | 

And this is the bondage the poor complain of, that they are kept poor by | 
their brethren in a Land where there is ſo much plenty for every one, if Co- 
vetouſnels and pride did not rule as King in one brother over another, and 
Kingly Government occaſions all this. 

Now it is the work of a Parliament to break the Tyrants bands, to aboliſh 
all cheir oppreſſing Laws, and to give Orders, Encouragements and DireRt-, 
ons unto the poot oppreſſed people of the Land, that they forthwith plant 
and manure this their own Land, for the free and comfortable livelyhood of - 
themſclves and polterities. 

And to declare to them, it is their own Creation rights, faithfully and cou- 
ragiouſly recovered by their diligence, purſes and blood from under the 
Kingly Tyrants and Oppreſſors Power. 

T he Vii} k of a Parliament, ſecondly, 

"Is to abdliſh all old Laws and Cuſtoms, which have been the ſtrength of 
the Oppreſlor , and to prepare, and then to enat new Laws for tha 
eaſe and Freedom of the people, but yet not without the peoples know- 
ledg. 

7 For the Work, of a Parliament herein « three-fold. 

Firſt, When old Laws and Cuſtoms of the Kings do burden the people, 
and the people deſire the remove of them, and che eſtablithment of more ea- 
fe Laws. | 

It is now the work of a Parliament to ſearch into Reaſon and Equity, how 
relief may be found our for the people in ſuch a caſe, and to preſerve a com- 
mon Peace ; and when they have fonnd out a way by debate of Councel a- 
mong themſclves, whereby the people may be relieved, they are not preſent- 
ly to eſtabliſh their Concluſions for a Law. 

But in the next place, they are to make apublike Declaration thereof to 
the people of the Land who chooſe them for their approbation ; and if no 
Obje<ton come in from the people within one moneth, they may then take | 
the peoples ſilence as a conſent thereto. 

And then in the third place, they are to ena&t it for a Law, to be 
binding Rule to the whole Land : For as the remove of the old Laws and | 
Cuſtoms are by the peoples conſent, which is proved by their frequent 
pztitioninz and Requelis of ſuch a thing; ſo the enaRing of new _ | 

muſt, 


muſt be by the Peoples conſent and knowledg likewiſe, 

| And here they are to require the conſent, not of men intereſſed in the 
old opprefling Laws and Cuſtoms, as Kings uſed to do, but of them who 
have been oppreſſed. And the Reaſon is this : 

Becauſe the people mult be all ſubjeR to the Law,under pain of puniſh- 
ment ; therefore it is all reaſon they ſhould know it before it be enaRted, 
that if there be any thing of the Conncel of Oppreſlion in it, it may be 
diſcovered and amended, | 

But you will fay, If ir muſt be ſo, then will men ſo differ in their judg- 
ments, that we ſhall never agree, I anſwer : 

There is but Bondage and Freedom, particular Intereſt, or common 
Intereſt ; and he who pleads to bring in particular intereſt into a free 
Commonwealth, will preſently be ſeen and caſt out, as one bringing in 
Kingly Slavery again, 

And men in place and office, where greatneſs and honor is coming in, 
may ſooner be corrupted to bring in particular Intereſt,then a whole Land 
can be, who mult either ſuffer ſorrow under a burthenſom Lay, or re- 
joyce under a Law of Freedom. 

And ſnrely thoſe men, who are not willing to enſlave the People, will 
not be unwillinggo conſent hereunto. 


The work of a Parliament thirdly, 


Ts to ſee all thoſe burthens removed aRually, which have hindered, or 
do hinder, the opprefled People from the enjoyment of their Birth» 
Rights. : 

Tf their Common Lands be under the Oppreſlicn of Lords of Manors, 
they are to ſee the Land freed from that Slavery, 

If the Commonwealths Land be ſold by the haſty Councel of ſubtil, 
covetous, and ignorant Officers, who a for their own particular In- 
tereſt ; and ſo hath entangled the Commoners Land again, under colour 
of being bought and ſold, 

A Parliament is to examine what Authority any had to {ell or buy the 
Commonwealth Land, without a general conſent of the People for it 
is not any ones, but every ones Birth-Right : And if ſome through co- 
vetouſneſs and ſelf. intereſt gave. conſ:nt privately, yer a Parliament, 
who is the Father of a Land, ought not to give conſent to buy and fcll 
that land, which is all the childrens Birth-Right, and the price of their 
labozs, monies, and blood, | 

They are to declare likewiſe, that the bargain is unrighteous, and 


that the Buyers and Sellers are Enenuies = the Peaceand Freedom 4 
I 3 | . the 
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the Commonwealch : For indeed the Neceſfity of the people choſe a 
P ar liament to help them in their weakneſs ; and where they ſee a danger 
like to impoverith or enſlave one part of the people to another, they are 
to give warning, and fo prevent that danger; for they are the Byes 
of the Land: And furely thoſe are blinde Eyes that lead the People 
_ Bogs, to be entangled in Mud again, after they are once pull» 
ed ont, | 

And when the Lind is once freed from the Oppreſſors Power and 
Laws, a Parliament is to keep ito, and nor faffer it by their conſent to 
have it bought or ſold, and fo entangled in bondage upon a new ac- 
counts, 

And for their faithfalneſs herein to the People, the People are : 
engaged by Love and Faithfulnels to cleave cloſe ro them, in defence 
and proteRtion. But when a Parliament have no care herein, the 
h-arts of the People run away from them like ſheep who have no 
Shepherd. | 

All grievances are occaſioned either by the covetous Wilts of Seare- 
Officers, who negleR their obedience tothe good Laws, and then pre. 
fer their own Eafe, Honor, and Riches before the Baſe and Freedom of- 
the oppreſſed People, And here a Parliament is to calhier and purifh 
thoſe Officers, and place others who are men of publique ſpirits in their 
rooms. 

Or eHe the Peoples Grievances arife from rhe praiſe and power that 
the Kings Laws have given to Lords of Manors, covetous Landlords, 
Tythe-takers, or unbounded Lawyers, being all ſtrengthened in their ops 

eflions cver the People by thar Kingly Law. And whenthe people arc 

urthened herewith, and groan, waiting for deliverance, as rhe oppreff- 
1 ed people of England do at this day ; it is then the work of a Pawiament 
"nt to ſee the people delivered, and thar they enjoy their Creation-Freedoms 
[7 in the Earth: They are not to dilly wich them, but as a Father js ready 


| to help his children out of miſery, when they either ſee chem in miſery, 
( | or when the children cry for help; fo ſhould chey do for the oppreſſed 
| People. 

And forely for this cnd,'2nd no other, is a Parliament choſen, as is 
cleared before : for the Neceflity of common prefervation and peace is 
| the Fundamemal Law both to Officers and Peorle. 
iy 11 The Work of a Parliament fourthly, thu, 
| If there be occaſion to raiſe an Army to wage War, either againR an 
Invaſion of a Forreien Enery, or apain{t an 3] fnfurretion at home ; it is 
the wotk of a Pariiement ro mange that bafineſs for co preſerveicome = 

Won , 
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mon Peace. And here their work is three-fold 3 


Firſt, To acquaint the people plainly with the cauſe of the War, and 


to-ſhew them the danger of fuch an- Invaſion or InfurreRion; and fo 
from that cauſe require their alliftance in perſon, for the prefervation of 
che Laws, Liberties, and Peace of the Commonwealth, according to 


|: their Engagement when they were choſen, which was this: Do you 
: maintain onr Laws and Liberties, and We Will protet and affift you. 


Secondly, A Parliament is to make choyce of underſtanding, able,and 
publique fpirited-men robe Leaders of an Army in this caſe, and to give 
chem Commiſſfions-and Power inthenzme of the Commonyealth, to 
mansge the work of an Army. 

Thirdl-,, A Paitliaments work in this caſe is either to ſend.Embaſſadors 
to another Natton which hath invaded our Land, or that intends to in- 
vade ; to agreeupon'terms of peace, or toprotieim War; or <lfe to re- 
ceive and hear Embaſſadors from other Lands for the fame bufinels,- or a- 
bout any other bufinefs concerning the peace and honor of” the Land, 

For a Par lianrext is the Head of aCommonwealths power,or as it tay 
be ſaid, it is the great Councel of an Army, from whom' originally all 
Orders do Mae forth to xny Officer or Soldier. 

For if ſo be a Parliament had not an Army to prote@R them, the rude- 
nefs'of the people would not obey their proceedings: and if a Parlia- 
ment were not the Repreſentative of the People, who indeed is the bo. 
dy of all Power, the Army would not obey their Orders. 

So then, x P arliament is the Head of Power in &Commonyealch, and 
itis their work to manage publique affiirs in times of War, and in times 
of Peace z not to promote the intereſt of particular men, bar for the 
Peace and Freedom of the whole Body of the Land, viz. of every par- 
ticular man, that none be deprived of his Creation Rights , unleſs 
he hatch loſt his Freedom by Tranſzreflion, as by the Laws is cx- 

eſſed. 

N The Work of a Commonwealtht Miniftry, and Why one day in 
ſeven may be a Day of Reſt from Labor, 

If there were good Laws, and the People be ignorant of them, ic 
would be as bad for the Commonwealth as if there were no Laws 
at all, 

Therefore according to one of the Laws of 7/-ae/s Commonyealth 
made by Aoſes, who was the Ruler of the People at that time :; 

-It is very rational and good, that one day in ſeven be Rill ſer apart for 
three Reaſons. 
Fir, That the People in ſach a Pariſh may generally meet' a = 
ce 
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_ one anothers faces, and beget or preſerve fellowſhip in friendly 
OVE. 

Secondly, to be a day of reſt, or ceſſation from labor z ſo that they may 
have ſome bodily reſt for themfelvs and carte]. 

Thirdly, that ke who is choſen Miniſter ( for that year ) in that pariſh / 
may read to the people three things. | 

Firſt the affairs of the whole Land, as it is brought in by the Poſt-maſter, - 
23S it is related in his office, hereafter following. : X 

Secondly,to read the Law of the Common-wealth: not onely to (trength- 
en the memory of the Arcients, but that the young people alſo, who are 
not grown up to ripeneſs of experience, may be inſtrated, eb know when 
they do well, and when they do ill ; for the Laws of a Land hath the power 
of freedom and bondage, life and death in its hard, therefore the neceſſary 
knowledge to be known,and he is the beſt Prophet that acquaints men there- 
with. That as men grow up in yecrs, they may be able to defend the Laws 
and Government of the Land. But theſe Laws ſhall not be expounded by the 
Reader, for roexpound a plain Law,zs if a man would put a better meaning, 
then the letter it ſelf, produces two evils. 5 

Firſt the pure Law and the minds of people, will be thereby: confounded, 
for multitude of words darken knowledge. S Jroge' 

Secondly the Reader will be puffed up in pride, to contemn. the Law- 
makers, and in time that will prove the fathcr and nurſe of Tyranny, as at 
this day is manifeſted by our Miniſtry, 

And thirdly, becauſeahe mindes of people, generally love diſcourſes, there- 
fore that the wits of men. both young and ald may be exerciſed, there may 
be ſpeeches made in a three-fold nature. 

Firſt to declare the as and paſſages of former ages and Governments, 
ſerting forth the benefit of freedom, by well ordered Governments, as in 
Iſraels Comman- Wealth, 211d the troubles and bondage, which hath always 
attended opprefſion ard oppreflors ; as the State of Pharaoh, and other Ty- 
rant Kings, who ſaid the earch and people wete theits, and oncly ar their d- 
ſpoſe. 

& Secondly Speeches may be made, of all Arts and Sciences, ſome ope day, 
ſome another ; As in Phyſick, Chyrurgery, Aſtrology, Altronomy, Naviga- 
tion, Husbandry, and ſuch like. And in theſe Speech:s may be unfolded the 
o__ of all herbs and plants from che Hyſop to the Cedar, as Solomen writ 
of. 1 þ. 
Likewiſe men may come to ſce intoghe nature of the fix:d and wandring 
ſars, thoſe great powers of God in the hezvens above ; and hereby men 
will come to know the ſecrets of Nature and Creation, within which all true 
knowledge * 
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knowledg is wrapped up , and the light in man muſt atiſe to ſearch ir 


our, | 
Thirdly, Speeches may be made, ſometimes of the Nature of Mankind, 

of his darkneſs and of his light, of his weakneſs and of his ſtrength, of his 

love and of his envy, of his fotrow and of his joy, of his inward and out- 


. ward bondages, and of his inward and outward freedoms,8:c. And this is 


that which the Miniſtry of Churches generally aim, but only that they con- 
found their knowledg by imaginary ftudy, when any one rakes upon him to 
ſpeak without experience. 
| Now this is the way | | 
To attain to the true knowledg of God ( who is the Spirit of the whole 
Creation,) as he hath ſpread himſelf forth in every form, and more emi- 
nently in man ; as Paw! writ, The Creation in all the ſeveral bodies and 


forms,are but the Manſions or fulneſs of him Who hath filled all things 


with himſelf. | | 

And if the Earth were ſet free from Kingly Bondage, ſathat every one 
were ſure to have a free livelyhood, and if this liberty were xd, then 
many ſecrets of God, and his Works in Nature, wonld be made publike, 
which men now adays keep ſecret co get a living by ; ſo that this Kingly 
Bondage is the canſe of the ſpreading of ignorance in the Earth + But when 
Commonwealths Freedom is eſtabliſhed, and Pharifaical or Kingly Slavery 
caſt out, then will k»owledg cover the Earth,as the Waters cover the Seas, 
and not till then. | 

He who is the choſen Miniſter for that year to read, ſhall not be the on- 
ly man to make Sermons or Speeches : bu: every one who hath any expe- 
rience, and is able to ſpeak of any Art or Language, or of the Nature of 
the Heavens above, or of the Earth below, (ball have free liberty to ſpeak 
when they offer themſelves, and in a civil manner deſire an audience, and 
appoint his day : yet he who is the Reader may have his liberty to ſpeak 


too, but not to aſſume all the power to himſelf, as the proud and ignorant , 


Clergy have done, who have bewitched all the World by their ſubtle Co- 
vetoulneſs and pride. 

And every one who ſpeaks of any Herb, Plant, Art, or Nature of Man- 
kind, is required to ſpeak nothing by imagination, buc whar he hach found 
out by his own induſtry and obſervation in tryal. 

And becauſe other Nations are of ſeveral languages , therefore theſe 
ſpeeches may be made ſometimes _— Languages, and ſometunes 
in our Mother Tongue, that fo the of our Engliſh Commonwealth 


_  mayattain to all Knowledges, Arts and Larguages, and that every one may 
| be encouraged io his Induſtry, and purchafe the countenance and love 
; H 


ot 
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of their neighbarhood, for their wiſdom, and experimentat knowledge in 
the things which are. 


And thus to ſpeak, or thus to: read the Law of Nature ( or God) as he 
hath written his name in every body, is to ſpeak a pure language, and this 
is to ſpeak the truth as Jeſus Chriſt ſpake it, giving to every thing its own | 


weight and meaſure. 


By this czeans, io time men (ball attain to the praftical knowledge of God | 


truly ; That they may (crvz him in ſpiticand erath ; and this knowledge wil 
not deceive a man. | | — 
], but ſaith the zealans, but tgnarant Profeſſor, 

T his is 4A loW and carual miniſtry ivdeed, this leads neem to know wothing, 
but the knowledge of the earth, avd the ſecrets of nature, but we are to lot 
after ſpiritual and heavenly thags, t anfwer. . 

To know.che ſecrets of gature, iste know the works of God; And to 
know the works of God within the Creatiov, is to know God hinwelf, for 
God dwds in every vifhle work or bagy. 2 41 

_ Andindecd if you would koow ſpiritual things, itis to know how the 
ſpirit. or power of _ and life, cauſing motion, or growth, dwels with- 
ID, and governs both the ſeveral, bodies of the Rars and planets in the hea- 
vers above; and the ſeveral bodies of the earth helow; as grabs ts, fiſhes, 
beaſts, birds, and mankinde; for to reach God beyond the Creation, or to 
knaw wbat he will be to. a man, after the man is dead, if any otherwiſe, then 
to ſcatter him into his Eſſences of fire, water, carth and air, of which he is 
compounded, is a knowledge beyond the line, or capacity of man to attain 
to while he lives in bis compounded bedy. 

And if a man ſhould go to imagine, what God is beyond the Creation, 
or what he will be io a ſpiritual demonſtration after a man is dead, he: doth 
as the proverb ſaith, build caſtles in the air, or tells. us of a world beyond the 
Moon, and beyond the Sup, meerly to blinde the reaſon of man. 

Ile appeal to your ſelf in this queſtion , what other knowledg have you of 
God , but what you have within the eircle of the Creation ? 

For if the Creation in all its dimentions be the fulneſs of him, that fills al 
with him{elf, and if yow your felf be part of this Creation, where can you 
fizde God but in thar line or ſtation wherein-you ſtand ? 

God maaifeſts himſelf in a&yal knowledge, not in imagination ; he is ſtiff 
io motion, cither in bodies upon earth, or ip the bodics in the heavens, or in 
both ; io the night and un the day, & Winter, in- Su:nmer, in cold, in heat, 
11 growth, or not in growth. 

But when aſtudying imagioation comes into man, which is the devil, for 


itis the cauſe of all evil, and, forrows in the world ; that is ke who puts - 


out 


1 
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out the eyes of mans Knowledg, and tells him, he muſt beleeve what 


others have writ or {poke, and muſt not truſt co his own experience : 
And when this bewitching tancy firs in the chair of Goyernment, there is 


 -. nothing but ſaying and unſaying, frowardneſs, covetouſnels, fears, con- 
' . fuſed thoughts, and unſatisfied doubcings, all the days of that mans reign 
/ in the heart. 


Or ſecondly, Examine your ſelf, and look likewiſe into the ways of 
all Profeſſors, and you ſhall finde, That the Enjoyment of the Earth be. 
low, which you call a low and a carnal Knowledg, is that, which you 
and all profeſſors (as well as the men of the world,as you call them)ſtrive 
and ſeek after, | 

Wherefore are you fo covetous after the World, in buying and ſelling? 
counting your ſelf a happy man, if you be rich, and a miſerable man if 
you be poor, And though you ſay, Heaven after death « a place of glory, 
where you ſhall enjoy God face to face, yet youare loth toleave che Earth 
to gothither. | 

Do not your Miners preach for to enjoy the Earth > Do not profef» 
ing Lawyers, as well as others, buy and ſell the ys eng = e 
chey may enjoy the Earth ? Do not profeſſing Soldiers fight for the 
Earch, and fear themſclves in that Land, which is the Birth-Right of 0. 
thers, as well as theirs, ſhurting others our ? Donor ull profeſſors ſtrive 
tofget Earth, that they may live in plency by other mens labors? 

Do you not make the Earth your very Reſt ? Dorh not the enjoyi 
of che Earth pleaſe the ſpirit in you Þ nnd then you ſay, -God is pl 
with your ways,and blefſeth you , 1f you want Earth, and become poor, 
do you not ſay, God 'is angry with you, and croffeth you ? - 

Why do you heap up riches? why do you car and drink, and wear 
clothes? why do you take a woman, and lie with her to beget childreaÞ 
Are not all rhefe carnal and low things of the Earth ? and da you not live 
in them, and covet them us much as any ? nay more then many which 
you call men of the world? 

And it being thus with yon, what other ſpiritoal or heavevly things 


do you ſeek after more then others ? And whar is in you mote then in o- 


thers? If you fay, there is; then furely you onght to let theſe earthly 
things alone to the men of the worl1, as you call chem, whoſe portions 
theſe are, and keep you within the compaſs of yout own ſphere, that o= 
thers ſeeing you live a life above the world in peace and freedoth, neither 
working your {{If, nor deceiving, nor compelling orhe:s to work for you, 
they may be drawn to embrace che fame fpirituxt life by your fingle- 


'. hearied converſation. We'l, 1 have done here, 
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Let ns now examin your Divinity, 


Which you call heavenly, and ſpiritual things, for herein ſpeeches are 
made not to advance knowledge, but to deſtroy the true knowledge of 


God ; for Divinity does nor ſpeak the truth, as it is hid in every body, -- 
bur it leaves the motional knowledge of a thing as it is. And imagins, iu-. - 
dies, or thinks what may be, and ſo runs the hazzard true or falſe : And | 
this Divinity is always ſpeaking words to deceive the ſimple, that he may \ | 


make them work for him, and maintain him, bat he never comes to aRion 
himſelf ro do as he would be done by ; for he is a monſter who is all congue 
and no hand. 

This divining Doftrine, which you call ſpiritual and heavenly thingy, is 


the thicf and che robber he comes to ſpoile the Vinyard of a mans peace, 
and does not enter in at the door, but he climbes up another way : And this 


DoRtine is two fold. | 
Firſt he takes upon him to tell you the meaning of other mens words, 
and writing by his ſtudying or imagining what another mans knowledge 
might be, and by thus doing darkens knowledge, and wrongs the ſpirit of 
the Authors who did write and ſpeak thoſe things which he takes upon him 
to interpret. . 

Secondly he takes upon him, to foretell what ſhall befall a man after he is 
dead, and what that world is beyond the Sun, and beyond the Moon, 8&c. 
And if any man tell him there isno reaſon for what you ſay, he anſwers you 
muſt not judge of heavenly and ſpiritual things by reaſon, but you muſt be- 
leive what is told you, whether it be reaſon or no : There is a three-fold diſ- 
covery of falſehood in this Doftrine. 

For firſt it.is a Doftrine of a ſickly and weak ſpirit, who hath loſt his un- 
derftandiog in the knowledge of the Creation, and of the temper of his own 
Heart and Nature, and ſo runs into fancies , eicherof joy or ſorrow. 

And if the paſſion of joy predominate, then he fancies.to himſelf a perſo- 
nal God, perſonal Angels, and a local place of glory which he faith, he, and 
all who beleives what he hath,ſball go to,after they are dead. 

And it ſorrow predominate, then he fancies to himſelf a perſonal Devi, 
and a locall place of torment, that he ſhall go to after he is dead, and this he 
ſpeaks with great confidence. 

Or Secondly, this is the DoQtrine of a ſubtle running ſpirit, to make an un- 
grounded wiſe man mad. That he might be called the more excellent man 
10 knowledge ; for many times when a wiſe underſtanding heart is aſſaulted 
with this Dotrine of 'a God, a Devil, a Heaven, and a Hell, Salvation and 


Damnation after a man is dead, his ſpirit being notftrongly grounded in tho 


knowkdege of the Creation, nor in the temper of his own heart. 


y 
4 


; 


He ſtrives and ſtretches his brains to find out the depth of that doAtrine 
and cannot attain to it; for indeed it is not knowledg, but imagination : 
and ſo by poring and puzling himſelf in it, loſes that wiſdom he had, and 
becomes diltrafted and mad : and if the paſſion of joy predominace, 
then he is merty, and fings,and laughs,and is ripe in the expreſſions of his 


- words, and will ſpeak ſtrange things ; burſall by imagination. But if the 


paſſion of ſorrow predominate,then he is heavy and {ad,crying out, He is 
demned,God bath firſaken him,and he muſt go to Hell When be dys,be canoe 
make his calling and eleion ſare: And in that diltemper many times a man 
doth hang,kil,or drown himſelf: ſo that this divining DoQrine, which you 
call ſpiritual ard heavenly things, rorments people always when they are 
weak, ſickly, and under any diltemper ; therefore it cannot be the Dcc- 
trine of Chriſt the Saviour. | 

For my own part, my ſpirit hath waded deep to finde the bottom of 

this divining ſpiitual DoRtrine : and the more I ſearched, the more I 
was at a loſs ; and I never came to quiet reſt, and to know God in my 
ſpirit, cill T came to the Kknowledg of the things in this Book : And let me 
tell you, They who preach this divining DoAtine are the murtherers of 
many a poor heart, who is baſhful and ſimple, and that cannot ſpeak for 
himſelf, bur char keeps his thoughts to himſelf. | 

Or thirdly, This DofAtrine is made a cloke of policy by the ſubtil el- 
der Brother, to cheat his ſimple younger Brother of the Freedoms of 
the Earth : For faith the' elder Brother, The Earth is mine, and not 
yours, Brother ; and you muſt not Work upos it , unleſs you Will hire 
it of me: and you muſt not take the fruits of it, unleſs you Will buy 
them of me, by that Which 1 pay you for your Labor : for if you ſhould 
do otkerWwiſe, God Will not love you, and you ſball not go to Heaven 
When you dye, but the Devil Will have you, and you muſt be damned 
i Hell, | 

If the younger reply, and ſay , The Earth is my Birth-Righty as 
well as yours, and God Who made m both, is mo Reffefler of _ 
ſons : Therefore there is no Reaſon but I ſhould enjoy the Freedoms 
of the Earth for my comfortable Livelyhood, as Well as you, Bro= 
ther, 

I, but ſaith the elder Brother, Tow m2ſt nor truſt to your own Reaſon 
and Underſtanding, but you muſt beleeve what is \vruten and what is told 
you z and if yow Will not beleeve, your Damnation Will be the greater, 

I cannot beleeve, ſaith the younger Brother, that our righteous Creator 
ſhould be ſo partial in his Diipenſations of the Earth, ſeeing our bodies can= 
:.ot live upon Earth withont the uſe of = Earth, 
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The elder brother replies, Whac, will you be an Acheiſt,and a faRtious man, 
will you not believe God ? 


Yes, faith the younger brother, if I knew God faid ſo I ſhould believe, for 
I deſire to ſerve him. 


Why,ſaith the clder brother, this is his Word, and if you will not believe "| 
it, you muſt be damned ; but if you will believe iz, you mult go to Heaven. 


Well, the younger brother being weak in ſpirit, and having not a ground. 
ed knowledg of the Creation, nor of himſelf, is terrified, and lets go his hold 
in the Eerch,and ſubmits himſelf to be a ſlave to his brother,for fear of dam- 
nation av Hell afrer death, and in hopes to get Heaven thereby after he is 
dead ; -and ſo his eye are put out, and his Reaſon is blinded. 

So that this divining ſpiricual DoRtine is a cheat ; for while men are 
g3zing up to Heaven, imagining after a happineſs, or fearing a Hell after 
they are dead, their eyes are put out, that they ſee not what is their birth- 
rights, nnd what is to be done by them here on Earth while chey are living ; 
This as the fileby Dreamer, and the Cloud withour rain, | 

And indeed the ſubtle Clergy do know, that it they can but charm the 
people by this cheir divining Doctrine, to look after riches, Heaven and Glo- 
ry when they ate dead, that then they (hall cafily be the Inheritors of the 


Earth, and have the deceived people tobe their ſervants. 


Thi divining Doctrine, which you call ſpiritual and heavenly, was not the 
Do&tine of Chriſt, for his words were pure knowledg, they were words 
of life z tor he ſaid, He ſpoke What he had ren with bis Father, for he had 
the knowledg of the Creation, and ſpake as every thing was. 

And this Divinity came in after Chriſt to darken his Knowledg ; and it 
is the language of the Myſtery of Iniquity and Antichrilt, whereby the cover- 
ous, ambitious and ſerpentine ſpirit cozens the plain-hearted of his portions 
1n the Exrch. 

And Divinity cozens a plain heart two ways : Firſt, If a man have an 
Eſtate, according to the Kings Laws, he is made by this charm to give ir, or 
bazle ic away to the Prieſts, or to religious uſes, in hopes to get Heaven when 
he is dead. | 

Or ſecondiy, A man by running to hear Divinity Sermons, and dancing 
after his charming pipe, negle&s his labour, and ſo rans into debr, and chen 
his fcllow protefiors will caſt him into priſon, 8nd Rarve him there, and 
there Divinity will callhig3 a hypocrite and wicked man, and become a D:- 
vil tro tormenc him it that Hell, 

Bue ſurely Light is ſo broke out, that it will cover the Earth, ſo that the 
Divinity Charinets (hall ſay,T ke people will xot brar the voyce of our charm- 
ing,charm We never ſo wiſely : Andall the Prieſts, and Clergy and Preach- 
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ers of theſe ſpiritual and heavenly things, as they call chem, ſhall take up the 
lamentation, which is their portion, e114, alas, that great City Babylon, 
that mighty City Divinity, Which hath filled the Whole Earth With ber ſor- 


. .. Cery, andarceived all prople, ſo that the Whole World wandered after this 
| _ Beaft; bow #9 it faln, and how is her Fuigment come apen her in one howr ? 


- And furcher, as you may read, Rev.18.10. 
| T he Office of the Poſt- maſter. 

In every Parih throughout rhe Commonyweatch (hall be choſen two men 
(at the time when other Officers are choſen, and theſe (hall be called Poſt- 
maſters: And whereas rhere are fonr parts of the Land, Eaft, Weſt, Nozth, 
South, there (hall be choſen in the chief Ciry two men to teceive in what 
the Poſt-mafter of the Eaft Connery brings in, and two men to receive in 
what the Foſt-maſter of the Weſt brmes in, and ewo for the North, and 
fo two for the Sonth. - | ! DT, 

Now the work of the Country:Poſt-maſter ſhall be this, They (hall every 
Moneth bring up or ſend by tydings from their reſpeRive Pariſhes to the 
chief City, of what accidents or paflages fall onr, which is either to the honor 
or diſhonor, hurt or profit of the Commonyealrh ; and if nothing have fan 
out in-chat Moneth worth obſervation; then they (hall write down peace or 
good order in fucha Pariſh. .(' ' 3 1 161 's 

And when thefe reſpe&ive Poſt-maſters have brought up their Bills or 
Certificates from all parts of the Land, the Receivers of thoſe Bills (hall write 
down every thing in order from Pariſh to Pariſh inthe nature of a Weekly 
Bill of Obſervation. 

And thoſe eight Receivers ſhall cauſe the Afﬀairs of the four quarters 
of the Land co be prineed in one Book: with what ſpeed may be; and de» 
liver to every Poſtmaſter a Book, that as they bring.up the Affans of one 
_ in writing, they may carry down in Prior the Afﬀairs of the whole 

nd. + | *s 

The benefit lies here, That if any pare of: the Land be vitmed with 
Plague, Famine, Invaſion, or Inſurre&ion, or any ' caſualties, 1the© 0- 


ther parts of the Land may have ſpeedy knowledg, and ſend Relief. 


And if any accident fall out through unreaſonable aftion, or careleſs 
negleR, other parts of the Land may thereby be made watchiul, to pre- 
vent like danger, | 

Or if any through induſtry or ripeneſs of und-ritanding have found out 
ny ſecret in Nature, or new invention-in any Art or Trade, or in the Tulle 
age of the Earth, or fuch like, whereby the Commonwealth may mote 
flouriſh in peace and pleney; tor which Vertues thoſe perfons received 


honor in the places where they dyclt. 
When 
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When other parts of the Land hear of it, many thereby will be eq- 
couraged to employ their Reaſon and induſtry to do the like, tha fo in 
time there will not be any Secret in Nzture, which now lies hid (by rea. 
ſon of the iron age of Kin-ly opprefling Government) but by ſome or 
other will be brought co light, to the beauty of our Commonwealth, 

T he Riſe of a Commonwealths Army. 

After that the neceſſity of the People in a Pariſh, in a Connty, andin a+ 
Land, hath moved the People to chule Officers to preſerve common peace, 
the ſame neceſlity cauſeth the People to ſay to their Officers, 

Do you ſee onr Laws obſerved for our common preſervation, and we Will 
aſſiſt and proteb} you. 

This word «ſift and prote&, implies the rifing of the people by force of 
Arms, to,defend their Laws and Officers, who rule well, againlt any Ine 
valion, InſurreRion or Rebellion of ſelfiſh Officers,or rude people ; yea 
to beat down the tutbulency of any fooliſh ſpirit that ſhall ariſe to break 
Cur common Peace. 

So that the ſame Law of Neceſſity of common Peace,which moved the 
people to chuſe Officers, and to compoſe a Law for to be a Rule of Go- 
vernment : The ſame Law of Neceflity of ProteQion doth raiſe an Ar. 
my ; ſo that an Army, as well as other Officers in a Commonwealth, 
ſpring from one and the ſame root, viz. from the Neceſliry of common 
Preſervation. 

An Army is tWo-fold, viz. A Ruling Army, or 4 


Fighting Army. 

A ruling Army is called Magiltracy in times of Peace, keeping that Land 
and Government in Peace by Execution of the Laws, which the Cohting Ar- 
my did purchaſe in the field-by their Blood out of the hands of Oppreſſion. 

And here all Officers, from the father in a family, to the Parliament ina 
Land, are but the Heads and Leaders of an Army ; and all people ariſing to 
proteQ and aſſiſt their Officers, in defence of a right ordered Government, 
are but the Body of an Army. 

And this Magiſtracy is called the rejoycing of all Nations, when the 
Foundation thereof are Laws of common Equity, whereby every fingle 
man may enjoy the fruit of his labour, in the free uſe of the Earth, without 
being reftrained or oppreſſed by the hands of others. 

Secondly, A fighting Army, called Souldiers in the held, when the neceſ- 
lity of preſervation, by reaſon of a forraign Invaſion, or inbred Oppreſ- 
ſion, do move the *people to ariſe in an Army to cat and teer to pieces, 
either degenerated Officers, or rude people, who ſeek their own Intereſt, 

and not common Freedom, and through treachery do endeayor to _ 
t 
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the Laws of common Freedom, and to enflave both the Land and people of ® 
| the Commonwealth to their particular wills and luſts. 

v1 And this War is called a Plague, becauſe that curſed enmity of Covetou(- 

p neſs, pride, and vain-glory, and envy in the heart of Mankind did occaſion 
.. theriſc of it, becau'e he will not be under the moderate obſervation of any 
free and right Ocder, unleſs he himſelf be King and Lord over other perſons q. 
and their labours. 


i | - Fornow thepeopledoariſc to defend their faithful Officers, againſt ſuch 


, Officers as are unfaithful, and to defend their Laws and Common j 
j 1 Peace. | 


T he uſe or Work of a fighting Army in a Commonwealth 


f Is to beat down all that ariſe to endeavor to deſtroy the Liberties of the = M 
4 Commonyealth : For as in the days of Monarchy, an Army was uſed to \ 
2 ſubdue all who rebelled againſt Kingly Propriery ; ſo in the days of a free G 
k Commonwealth, an Army is to be made uſe of to refiſt and deſtroy all who 

endeavor to keep up or bring in Kingly Bondage again, 


T he Work of this fighting Army u twofold. 


- 

The firſt is to withſtand the Invaſion, or coming in of a forraign Enemy, 

, | whoſe Invaſionisfor noother end, but to take away our Land and Earth 

n | fromus,to deny us the free uſe thereof,to become Kings and Landlords over | 

us, and to make us their ſlaves. [i 
As William the Conqueror, when he had conquered England, he gave 

not only the Land in parcels to his Souldiers,but he gave all men,their wives 

d |} and children, withio ſuch aLordſhip,to hisLords of Manors,'o do with them 

r= x they pleaſed : And for this cauſe now doth an Ariy ariſe co keep out an 


- |. Invaſionof a Forraigner, that by the defence of our Army,* who is part of 
'n {| ourſelves, the reſt of our brethren in the Commonwealth may plow, ſow, 
bo and reap, and enjoy the fruits of their labours, and ſo live in peace in their jb 
r, own Land. | 


Or ſecondly, If a Lind be conquered, and ſo enſlaved as England was, | 
he under the Kings and conquering Laws, then an Army is to be raiſed with | 
le as much ſecrecy as may be, to reſtore the Land again, and ſer ir free, thae 
ue the Exrth may become a Common Treaſury to all her childrcn, withour re- 
ſpeing perſons, as it was betore Kingly Bondage came in, as you may read, 
b I Sam.s. 
1 This latter is cail:d Civil Wars,and this is the Wars of the Com:noners of 
5, England againſt King Char!; now caſt out, for he and his Laws were the 
| ſucceſſive Power of that Norm.;n Conqueſt over England, 
I 
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And now the Commoners of E»g/end in this age of the World are rife 
up in an Army, and have caſt aut that Invaſion of the Dake of Normang, 
and have won their Land and Liberties again by the Sword, if they do not 
ſuffer their Connccls to b.fool into ſlivery again upon a new 2ccompr. 


Therefore you Army of E:g/av4s Commonwealth look to it; the Enemy. :- 


could not beat you in the ficld, but they may be too hard for you by po- 
licy in Counc.], if you do not ſtick cloſe to ſee Common Freedom eſta: 
bliſhed. 

For if ſo be that Kingly Authority be (er up in your Laws again, Kiop 
Charls hath conquered you and your poſterity by policy, and won the ficld 
of yon, though you ſecmingly have cut off His Head. 

For the ſtrength of a King lies rot in the viſible appearance of his body, 
but in his Will, Laws and Authority, which is called Monarchial Govern- 
ment. 

But if you remove Kingly Government, and ſet up true and free Com. 
monwealths Governtnent, chen you gam your Crown,and keep it, and leave 
peace to your poſterity, other wiſe not. | 

And thus doing makes a War cither lawful or unlawful. 

An eArmy may be Murtherers and unlawful. 

If «n Army be raifed to caſt out Kingly Oppreſſion, and if the Heads of 
chat Army promiſe a Commonwealtbs Freedom to the opprefſed people, if 
in caſe they will aſfiſt with perſon and purſe, and if the people do affift, and 
prevail over the Tyrant, thoſe Officers are bound by the Law of Jultice 
(who is God) to make good thr Engagements : And if they do not ſet the 
Land free from the branches of the Kingly Oppreſſion, bat reſerve ſome 
part of the Kirgly Power to advance ther own particular Intereſt, where- 
by fone of their triends are left under as great ſlavery to them, as they were 
under the Kings ; Thoſe Officers are not faithful Commonyyealths Souldt- 
ers, they are worſe Thieves and Tyrant then the Kings they caſt ont, and 
that Honor they ſeemed to get by their ViRtories over the Commonyealths 
Opprefſor they loſe again, by breaking Promiſe and Engagement to then 
oppreſſed tricnds who did affilt rhem. 

For what difference is there berypeen 2 profeſſed Tyrant, that declares 
him{elf a Tyrant in words, Laws and deeds, as all Conquerors do, and him 
who promiſes to free me from the Power of the Tyrant if Te affiſt him; 
and when I have ſpent my tate and bloed, and the health of my body, and 
expe my bargain by his Eogagements to me, he firs himſclt down in the 
Tyrants Chair, and takes the pofſcffion of the Lane to himſelf, and calls it 
j:is, and none of mine, and tells me he cannor in Conſcience ter me enjoy the 
F:cedom of the Earth with him, becanfe it is anorher mans right ? = 
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And now my health and eſtate is decayed, and I grow in age,I muſt either 
beg or work for day wages, which I was never brought up to, for another ; 
when as the Earth ts as freely my Inheritance and birchright, as his' whom I 
muſt work for ; and if I cannot live by my weak labors bat take where I 


| , 3s Chriſt ſent and took the fe co!r in his need, there is no diſpute, 


but by the Kings and Laws, he will hang me for a thief. 

- But hearO thou Righteous Spirit of the whole Creation, and judg, who 
is the thick, Him who takes away the freedom of the common-carth from 
me, which is my Creation rights, and which I have helped to purchaſe our 
of the hands of the Kingly Oppreſſor by my purſe and perſon, and which he 
hath taken for wages of me : 


OcI, who takes the Common-earth to plant upon for my free livelyhood, 


endeavouring to live as a free Commoner, ina free (ommon-wealth, in righ- 
teoulneſs and peace. . | 

| Such a ſouldier as this engagement breaker is neither a friend to the Cres- 
tion : nor toa particular { 0-»me»-Wealth, but a elf lover and a hypocrite, 
for he did not fight, to fet the Earth free from the bondage of the Oppreflor 
as he pretended by his Enga2ements ; but to remove that power out of the 
athers hand into his own. And this is juſt like the beaſts who fight for ma- 
ſtery and keeps it, not releaving , but fil Lording and Kioging over the 
weak. Thefe are Monarchial (ouldiers, not Commun wealths fouldiers; and 
ſuch a ſouldier is a murderer and his warfare is unlawful. 

But ſouldiers of erue noble ſpirits, will help the weak, and et the oppreſ- 
(ad free, and delight to ſee the Commun-wee!/th flawriſh in freedom, as wel 
as their own gardens. There is none of this trae nobilty io the Monatchia} 
Army, for they are all ſelf lovers; the beſt is as z briar, and the molt upright 
amongſt them is a5 + thorne held; ſpeak you Prophets of old if this be noc 
true 


A Monarchial Army, lifts up mountains, and makes vallics, viz. Advan- 
ces Tyrants, and treads the opprefied in the barran lanes of poverty. 

Rut a ( ommonWealths e Army is like Fobr Baptiff, who levels the 
Mountains to the Valleys, pulls down the Tyrant, and hits up che Op- 
prefled : and ſo makes way for the {piric of Peace and Frzedom to come 
into rule and inker:t the Earth. 

And by this which hath been ſpoen, an Army may fee wherein chey 
may do well, and wherein they may do hurt, 
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CHAP. V. 


ZE aucation of mankinae, in Schools and Trades. 


Ankinde in the days of. his youth, is like a young Cole, wanton and 

fooliſh, till he be broke by Education and corre&ion, and the negle& - 
of this care, or the want of wiſdom in the performance of it hath been, _ 
and is, the cauſe of much diviſion and trouble in the world. ; 

Therefore the Law of a Common-wealth does require, that not onely 
father, but that all Overſcers, and Officers ſhould make it their work to e. 
ducate children in'good manners, and to ſee them brought up in ſome trade 
or other, and to ſattcr no children in any Pariſh to live i idlenefs, and yourh- 
ful pleaſure, all their days , as many have been; but that they be bronghe up: 
I-ke men, and not like beaſts : That fo the (ommon-wealth may be plame- 
ed with laborious and wiſe experienced men, and not with idle fools. 

Mankinde may be conſidered ina fourfold degree, his childhood, youth, 
manhood and old age ; his childhood and his youth, may be conſidered from 
his birth tillforty yeers of age ; and within this compaſs of time, after he iy 
weaned from his mother, who ſhall be the nurſe her (cl, if there be no de. 
fe& in Nature, his parents ſhall teach him & civil and hamble behavior toward 
all men. Then ſend him to Schoo), to learn to read the Laws of the Common- 
wealth, to ripen his wits from his childhood, and ſo to proceed in his learn- 
_— beacquainted with all Arts and Languages : and the reaſon is 
thr ol » | 

- Firſt,By being acquainted with the knowledge of the affairs of the world; 
by this traditional knowledge they may be the better able to govern them. 
{elves like rational men. 

Secondly, they may become thereby good Common-wealths men , in ſup- 
porting the government thereof, by being acquainted with the nature of 
vernment. / 

Thirdly,If England have occafion to ſend Embaſſadors to any other Land, 
we may have ſuch as are acquainted with their Language; or if any Embaſſs- 
dor come from other Lands, we may have ſuch as can underſtand theirſpeech. 

Bur one fort of Children ſhall not be trained up onely to book learning, 
and nþ other imployment, called Scholars, as they are in the Government 
of Monarchy, for then through idleneſs, and exerciſed wit therein, they 
ſpend their time to finde out pollicies tro advance themſclves,to be Lords and 
Maſters above their laboring brethren, as Simz-0u and Levido, which oc- 
caſions 3) the crouble in the world. | 

Therefore, to prevent the dangerons events of idleneſs in Scholars, 
it is realur, and tafc tor common peace, that afcer Children have been 
b: ought up at Schools, to ripen their wits, they (hall ther, be ſzr ro ſuch 
I radeg / 


therein continue till they come to four ty years of age. 

For all the work of the Earth,or in Trades,is to be managed by youth, 
and by ſuch :s have loſt their Freedoms, 

Then from foprty years of age cill tourſcore, if he live ſo long, which 
is the degree of manhood and old age ; they ſhall be freed from all labor 
and work, unleſs they will themfelves, 

And from among this degree of Mankind-ſhal be choſen all Officers-and 
Overſeers, to ſee the Laws of the Commonwealth obſerved. 

For as all men ſhall be Workers or Waiters in Storehonſes till they 
be fourty yer's of age, ſo none ſhall be choſen a publique Officer till he 
be full fourty years of age : for by this time Man hath learned experience 
to govern himſelf and others :- for when young wits are ſet to govern, 
they wax wanton,&c.. AT 

What Trades ſhould Mankinde be brought up in ? 

In every Trade, Art, and Science, whereby they may finde out the Se. 
crets of the Creation, and that they may know how to govern the Earth 
inright oider. 

There are five Fountains from whence all Arts and Sciences have their 
influences : he thatis an aRor in any or in all the five parts, is a proficable 
ſon of mankinde : he that onely contemplates and talks-of what he reads 
and hears, and doth not employ his Talent in ſome bodily aRjon, for the 
encreaſe of: fruitfulneſs, freedom, and peace inthe Earth, is an unprofie- 
able ſon, | 

The firſt Fountain is the right planting of the Earth to make it fruitful, 
and this is called Husbandry : And there are two branches of it ; 

As firſt, planting, digging, dunging, liming, burning, grubbing, and 
right ordering of Land, co make it fit to receive ſeed, that it may bring 
forth a plentiful crop ; And under this Head all Millers, Maltſters, Bakers, 
Harneſs-makers for Plows and Carts, Rope-makers, Spinners, and Wea» 
vers of linnen, and ſuch like, are all bur good Husbandry.. 

The ſecond Branch of Husbandry is Gardening, how ro plant, graft, 
and ſetall ſort of fruit»trees, and how to orderthe ground for flowers, 
Herbs and Roots for pleaſure: food, or medicinal. And here all Phyſici- 
ans, Chyrurgeons, Diſtillers of all ſorts of Waters, Gatherers of Drugs, 
Makers of Wines, and Oyl, and Preſervers of fruits, and ſuch like, may 
learn by Obſervation, what is good for all bodies, both man and beaſts. 

The ſecond Fountain is Mineril employment, and that is to ſearch in- 
to the Earth to finde out Mynes of Gold and Silver, Braſs, Iron, Tin, Lead, 
Canne], Coal, and Stone of all ſorts, ks Salc,and —— 

3 | and. 
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and ſuch like : And here all Chymiſts, Gunpowder- makers, Maſons, 
Smiths, and ſuch like, as would finde out thei{trength and power of the 
Earth, may learn how to order theſe for the uſe and profit of Man- 


kinde. 


The third Fountain is the righc ordering of Cattel, whether by She ps 
herds or Herds.-men; and ſuch may learn here how to breed and train 
up Cows for the Darics, Bulls and Horſes for the ſaddle or yoke. . And 
here all Tanners, Hatters, Shoomakers, Glovers, Spinners of Wool, Clo. 
thiers, Taylors, Dyers, and ſuch 1:ke, may learn how to order and look 
to theſe, 

The fourth Fountain is the right ordering of Woods and Timber trees, 
for plancing, dreſſing, telling, framing of Timber for all uſes, for build- 
ing houſes or thips. And here all Carpenters, Joyners, Throſte's, Plow- 
makers, Inſtrument- makers for muſick, and all who work in wood and 
timbcr, may finde ont the Secret of Nature, to make Trees more plenti- 
tuland thriving in their growth, and profitable for uſe, 

The fifth Fountain, from whence Reafon is exerciſed to finde out the 
Secrets of Nature, is obſcrve the rifing and ſetting of the Sun, Meon, and 
the Powers of the Havens above ; avd the motion of the Tydes, and 
Seas, and there ſeveral effeRs, powers, and operations upon; the bodies 


pt Man and Beaft., And here may be learned Aſtrology, Aftronomy, 


and Navigation, and the motions of the Winds, and the cauſes of fe. 
verul Appearances of the Face of Heaven, eicher in Storms, or in 
Fareneſs. 

And in all theſe five Fountains here is Knowledg in the praftice, and 
itis good. qe 

Bur there is Fraditional Knowledg, which is attained by reading, or 
by the inftruRion of- others, and not praRtical, bur leads to an idle life j 
and this is pot good. 

The ficit is 3 laborious Knowledg, and a Preferver of common Peace, 
which we finde God huwſclt aRting ; tor he put forth his own wiſdom 
1 praRiſe, when he ſer bus (trengea ro work to make the Creation for 
God/is-an ative Power, not an imaginary Fancy, 

The hactec is ar idle, lazy contemplation the Scholars would cab Know- 
ledg, but jt is vo. knowledg, bur a ſhew of Knowledge, like a Parrat 
who ſpeaks words, but he-knows not what he ſaith 3 This ſame ſhew of 
knowlede reſts in reading or concemplacing, or hearing others ſpeak, and 
ſ:zeaks fo roo, but wiknac fer his hacd to works And from this Traditional 
Knowledg and Learning tife up. boch Clergy and Lawyer, who by their 


cugnin? infinuations live meerly.vpon the labor of other men, and reach. | . 
Laws |} 


which they themſelves will not touch with the leaſt of their fingers ; and 
from hence ariſes all oppreſſions, wars, and troubles in' the world, the one is 
the ſon of contention, the other the ſon of darkneſs, but both the ſupporters 
-. of bondage, which the Creation groans under. 

Therefore to prevent idieneſs and the danger of Machivilian cheats, it is 
profitable for the Common. wealth, that children be trained up in Trades and 
ſome bodily imployment, as well as in learning Languages, or the Hiſtories of 
former ages. | 

And as boyes are trained up in Learning and in Trades, ſo all Maides ſhall 
be trained up in reading, ſowing, kniting, ſpiniog of Lynnen and Woollen, 
Muſique, and all other eaſte neat works, either for to furniſh Storchouſes 
with Lynnen and Woollen cloth, or for the ornament of particular houſes 
with needle work, | 

And if this courſe were taken, there would be no Idle p:rion nor Beggers 
in the Land, and much work would be done by that now lazie generation 
for the enlarging of the common Treaſuries. 

And in the manageing of any Trade, let no young wit be cruſhed in his in- 
vention, for if any man deſire to make a new tryall of his skil in any Trade 
or Science, the Overſeers ſhall not hinder him , but- incourage him therein 
that ſo the Spirit of knowledge may have his full growth in man, to finde 
out the ſecret in every Art. 

Andletevery one who finds out a new invention have a deſerved honour 
given him , and certainly when men are ſure of tood and raiment, their reaſon 
will be ripe, and ready to dive imo the {:crets of the Creation,that they may 
learn to fee and know God (the $pirir of the whole Creation) in all his 
works ; for fear of want, and care to pay Rent to Task-malters, hath hin- 
dred many rare Inventions. 

So that Kingly Power hath cruſhed the Spirit of Knowledg, and would 
not ſuffer ir to riſe up in its beauty and fulacſs, but by his Clab Law kath 
preferred the ſpirit of Imagination, which is a Deceiver, before it. 

There ſhal be no buying and ſelling of the Earth, nor of the 
fruits thereof. 

For by the Government under Kings , the cheaters hereby have cozened 
the plain hearted of heir creation birth-rights, and have poſſ: ſed themſelves 
in the earth and cals it theirs ard not the others, and ſo have brought in that 
poverty and miſcry which ties upon meny Men, 

And wherezs the wiſe ould help the foolith, and the ſtrong help the weak, 
the wiſe and the ſtrong deltroys the weak and the ſimple. 


And are not all children generally fimple and weak and know not the 
things: 
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things that belong to th:ir -peace till they come to ripe age, but before t 
come to that underſtanding, the cunning ones who have more ſtrength 
cy, have by this bypocriticall, lying, unrighteous and cheating Art of 
yivg and ſelling, wrung the freedoms of the earth out of their hands, and 
cozened them of their birth-rights. 


So that when-they come to underſtanding, they ſee themſelves beggers in 


the middelſt of a fruitfull Land, and ſo the Proverb.is true , Plain dealing i: a 
jewel, but he who wſes it ſhal dye a begger. And why? 

Becaule this buying and ſelling is the nurſery of cheaters, it is the Law of 
the Conquerer, and the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees , which 
both killed Chriſt and hindred his ReſarreRion, as much as darkneſs can to 
pant outlight. 

And theſe cunning cheaters commonly become the Rulcrs of the earth, 
and then the City Man- kind mourns, for not the wiſe poor man, bur the 
cunning rich man, was always made an Officer and Ruler , ſuch a one as by 
his ſtolen intereſt in the earth would be ſure to hold others in bondage of po- 
verty and ſervitude to him ard his party. 

And hence ariſe oppreſſion and tyranny in the earth upon the backs of the 
weak younger brethren, who are made younger brothers indeed, as the 
Proverb is, by their cunning elder brother ; and as Dante! ſaid, The baſeft of 
men wider Kingly government were ſet to Rnle, who can command but not 
obey who can take other mens labors to live at eaſe,but not work themſelvs, 

Therefore there (hal be no baying and ſelling in a Free Common-wealth, 
neither (hall any one hire his brother tro work for him. 

If the Common- wealth might be governed without buying and elling 
here is a Hatform of Government for it, which is the ancienteſt Law of Righ- 
teonſneſs ro Mankind in the uſe of the Earth, and which is the very height of 
earthly Freedoms. Bar if the minds of the people, through Covetouſneſs 
and prond Ignorance, wil have the Earth governed by buying and ſelling fill, 
this ſam? Placform, with a few things ſubſtrated, ' declares an ealie way of 
Government of the Earth for the quiet of peoples minds, and preſerving of 


- Peace in the Land, For, as like a Tradeſman, 1 ah the higheſt price, 
Yet 1 may fall (if you will riſe) upon a goodaavice. 


How muſt the Earth be planted? 

The Earth is to be planted, and the fruits reaped, and carried into Barns 
and Store-houſes by the aſſiſtance of every family : And if any man or 
femily want Corn, or other proviſion, they may go to the Store= 
bouſcs, and fetch without money : 1t they want a Horſe to ride, go into 
the ficlds in Summer, or to the Common Stables in Winter, and receive one 


- from the Keepers, and when your Joucney is performed, bring him where 


you 


MAT —_——— 


; Ported by Ship to other Lands,to exchange tor thoſe things which our Land 
' Willnot or does not afford. K 


you bad him, without money. If any want food or vituals, they may 
either go to the Butchers ſhops, and receive what they want without mo- 


- orelſe goto the flocks of wy 2 or herds of cattel , and take and- 
kill & 


hat meat is needful for their families,” without buvins and ſelling. 


. And the reaſon why all the riches of the earth are a common ſtock, is this, 


Becauſe the earth, and thelabours thereupon , are managed by common 
aſſiſtance of eyery family, without buying and ſelling ; as is ſhewn how 
more largely, in the Office of Qyerſcers tor Trades,and the Lay for Store- 
houles. | 

; TheLaws for the right ordering thereof,and the Officers to ſee the Laws 
executed , to preſerye the peace of every family, and the peace of eve 
man, and to improve and promote eyery Trade, is ſhewed in the work of 
Officers, and by the Laws following. 

None will be an enemy to this freedom , which indeed is to do to ano- 
ther-as a man would have another do to him , but Covetoutnels and Pride, 
the ſpirit of the old grudging ſnapping Phariſees , who gives God abun- 
dance of good words, in their Sermons, in their Prayers, in their Fats, and 
in their Thankſgivings, as though none ſhould be more faithful ſeryants to 
kim then they : nay, they will ſhun the company, impriſon , and kill eyery 
one-that will not worſhip God, they are ſo zealous. 

Well now, God and Chriſt hath enacted an everlaſting Law , which is 
Love ; not onely one another of: your own minde, bur loye your enemies 
too, ſuch as are not of your minde* and, having food and raiment, there- 
with be content. 

Now here is a trial for you , whether you will be faichful to God and 
Chriſt, in obeying his Laws ; or whether you will deſtroy the man-childe 
of true Freedom, righteouſneſs and peace, in his refarrediion. 

And now thou wilt give us either the tricks of a Souldier , Face abour, 
and return to Fgypt, and ſo declare thy ſelf to be part of the Serpents ſeed, 
that muſt bruiſe the heel of Chriſt ;, or elſe to be one of the plain-hearted 


ſons of promiſe, or members of Chriſt , who ſhall help to bruile the Ser- | 


pents head, which is Kingly oppreſſion , and fo bring in everlaſting righte- 
ouſneſs and peace into the earth. Well, the eye is now open. 
Store-howſes ſhall be built and appointed in all places, 
and be the common Stock. 

There ſhall be Store-houtes in all places, both in the Country and in Ci- 
ties, to which all the fruits of the earth, and other works made by Trades- 
men, ſhall be brought, and from thence delivered out again to particular 
Families, and to every one as they want for their uſe ; or elſe to be tranſ- 


Fox 
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' Qruments of Icon tothe Iron-ſhops > Hats to ſbops appointed'for thas; 
Gloyes, Shoors, hnen, and woollen Clork in ſmaller parcels , tro ſhops 


— 


74 The Lay of Frucduw in « Plafarm : or, 
For all the labours of Huhandmaen and Tradee-men , within the Lead, 
—_—_— to of tram oches Lands , fall be all upon the commag 


And 26 Every ane works to advance the Camman Kcack , ſo every aus 
ſhall baye 8 free uſe of any cammodity in the &ore-houle, for his pike 


and somforrable livelihapd , without buying 2nd falling, or refiraige fram | 


aNy-- | | 

And having faod and raiment, lodging and the camfartable ſacieties of 
his own kinde ; what can a man deſire more in theſe days of his trayel } 

Indeed, covgtous, proud, and bealily-minded mga, deſire more, either to 
le ky them ta lopk upon, or clic io waſte and pail it upon their lufts 
while her brethgea liye in Braics for want of the ute thereof, 

But the Laws and faithful Officers of 2 free Commonwealth , do reg 
laxe ghe vpragjanal prafitice of tneb men- 

Fbere 66 twa farts of Store-hogſet; general, and particular. 

The gepsral Sore-houles ate fuch hayles as receive in all commaditirs iy 
the grabs ; 25 4ll Barng, agd places to lay Cara and the fruics of the earth 
a; the firſ{ rea ping © 2nd thele may be called Srore-houſes for Corn ,' Flay 
Wogl ; for Leather, fox Iron, for linen and woollep Cloth, or for any come 


modity that comes into our hand þy Shipping; fram whence po Fe 


ily ax Shop-keepers may ferch 2s they need.$o furniſh their leflec ſhops, 
= he berth of Canel in the ficld, flocks of Sheep, and eto 


all commag Srore-houkes ; fo that from the Herds and Flocks every Fari 
ly may Bach what they want for food. or pleaſure , without buglns and 
1 \ 


EHIDSe 
So likewiſe all Publike Dayries are Store-houſes for Butter and Cheef:: 
RY Family may hayec Cows for their own uſe ,-.about their ow 
& | 


And theſe general Store-houles ſhall be filled and preſerved by the cone 
mon laþopr and aflifiance of every Family ; as is mentioned in the Offict 
of Overiger for Trades. 

And from thee Publike Houſes , which are the gmt ſtock of th 
Land , all particular Trades-men may fetch materials for their particuki 
work as they need , or to furniſh their particular dwellings with any con 
modities. 

Secondly,there aye particular Store-bouſes ar ſhops ; | 

Fo ahh ere mea bell bring their particular works ; as allih 


pointed for exrry, ons of them; and the like. 
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for the fruits of the earth ; Now they 
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pkeepers, which ſhall remaine (ilf as be, 

ving in, and delivering out : for whereas by the Law of Kings or Con- 

xerers, they da receive in and deliver out by buying and fellmg, and ex- 

nging the Conquerers piture or ftam = 2 = of Gald or Silver, 

(by the Laws of the Com- 

moaweakh) reccive iatotheir Sops, and deliver our againe freely, without 
buying and felling. 6 

bey ſhall receive in, as into a Storehouſe, and deliyer out againe free» 

ly, 2s out of a common Store-houfe, when particular perfons or Familes 

cope for any thing they need, as-now they do, by buying and ſelling un- 

eer kingly government. | 

For as particular Families and tradeſmen do make feyeral works more 
then they can make ufe of ;; As Hats, Shoves, Gloyes, Stockings, Linnen 
2nd Woolen cloth: and the like, and do carry their particular work co 
Store-houſes. 

So it is all reaſon and equity, that they ſhould go to other Store- 
houſes, and fetch any other commagity which they want, and cannor 
make : for as other men paxtakes of their labors, it is reaſon they ſhould 
pertake of other mens. h | 

And alf theſe Store-houſes and Shops ſhall be orderly kept by ſuchas 
ſhall be broughr'up to be waiters therein, as is mentioned in the Officeof 
Overſeers for trades. | 

For as there are ſome men more ingenious to work, ſo other men are 
more ingenious in keeping of Store-haufes and Shops, to receive in and de- 
liyer our commodities. And aff this cafie work, may be called waiting ac 
fack and ſuch a Store-houfe. As fome may waite 'at Corn-houfts, fome 
at linen and woolen houſes, fome at Leather; ſome at iron-fhops ; andeyery 
rnrace particufar commodity ſhall be known where they are, by their 

ſes and ſhops.as itis at this day ; to that Townes and Citieg,and every 
Fernily almoſt arc hut Store-houſes of one commodity or ocher, for the uſes 
ef the Commonwealth, or to tranfpoxe to other lands. 

' Now this farne free praQtice, will Fifl corerouffiefs. pride,aod oppreffion : 
forwhen mien hayea Law to buy and fell, then, ns I aid before, the cun- 
ing cheaters get orcateſtates by othexs mens labors ; and being. rich there- 

| preffing Lords over their bxechren, which occaſions all oux 
troubles and wars in all Nations. | | , | 

ng hither naw,all you who o_—_ brethreg to deny Chrift,ag 

though you were the only men thacloye Thrift, and would be ttue to him, 

. Here is a trial of your love : can you be - ready to obey the es 
_ 2 W 


Peck 28 now we have particular trade in Cities, 2nd Towris, calted 
only akered in their recei- 
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/Charter,wereall of the Kings intereſt;and the inferior people were ſuccefſne- 
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which is the command of Chriſt, .as you would haye others to obey your 
Kingly laws of _— ? It may be you will either ſtorme, or go away 
forrowful ; does not Chritt tell you, that if you have food and rayment, 
ou ſhould therewith be content ? and in this common freedome, here will 
i food and rayment, cafe and pleaſure plentiful, bath for you and yaur 
brethren ; ſo that none ſhall beg or ſtarve. or live in the ſtraits of poverty. 
and this fulfils that righteous law of Chrilt, Do as yow would be done by ; 
for that law of Chriſt cawnever be performed, till you cſtabliſh Common- 
wealths freedome. 
Therefore now let it appear ſeeing the child is come to the birth, whether 
you will receive Chriſt who is the ſpreading ſpirit of treedom,righteouſnels, 
and peace ; or whether you will teturn to Monarchy, to embrace that E. 
gyprian bondage ſtill. - Well, here is life and death ſet before you, rake 
whether you will, but know,that unleſs your righteouſneſs exceed the righ. 
teouſneſs of the Kingly and Lordly Scribes and Phariſees, you ſhall neyer 
enjoy true peace in your ſpirit. 
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CHAP. VI. 


Ths Kings old laws cannot govern a free Commonwealth. 


TY cannot govern in times of bondage. and in times of freedom too: 
have indeed ſerved many mafters, Popiſh and Proteſtant : they 
are like old ſouldiers, that will but change their name, and turn abour.and 
as they were; and the reafon is, becauſe they are the prerogative will of 
thoſe under any Religion, that count it no freedom to them,unlels they be 
lords over the minds, perſons, and labors of their brethren, 

They are called the Kings laws, becauſe they are made by the Kings, I 
any ſay they were made by the Commoners; Itis anſwered, They were nat 
made by the Commoners, as the Commoners of a free Commonwealth,are 
to make laws. 

For in the dayes of the Kings, none were to chuſe,nor be choſen Parliz- 
ment men, or law makers, but Lords of Mannors, and Freeholders, fuck 
as held title to their incloſures of Land ,or Charters for. their liberties in 
trades under the King,who called the land his, as he was the Conqueres, a 
his ſucceſſor. | 

All inferior people were neither to chuſe , nor to be choſen ; and the re: 
fon was, becauſe all freeholders of land, and ſuch as held their liberties by 


ly of the rank of the conquered ones, and feryants and faves from tr 
tne of the conqueſt, , YHorL 
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And further, when a Parliament was choſen in that manner, yer if any 

Parliament man in the uprightneſs of his heart, did endeayor to promote 
any freedome, contrary to the Kings will, or former cuſtomes from the 
Conqueſt he was either committed to prifon ” the =. or by hs houſe of 
Lords, who were his ancient Norm ſucceſſive councel of war, or elſe the 
Parliament was diffolved and broke up by the King. 
So thatthe old laws were made in times under kirgly ſJayery, not under 
the liberty of Commonwealths freedome, becauſe Parliament men muſt 
have regard to the Kings prerogative intereſt, to hold his Conqueſt, or elſe 
indanger themlelyes. 

As ſometimes it is intheſe dayes - ſome officers, dare not ſpeak againft 
the minds of thoſe men who are the chief in power, - nor a private ſoul- 
dier againſt the minde of his officer, leſt they be caſhiered their places and 
hyclihood. 

And lo long as the promoting of the Kings will and prerogative was to 
be in the eye of the law makers, the oppreſſed Commoners, could neyer 
enjoy Commonwealths freedome thereby. | 

Yer by the wiſdome, courage, faithfulneſs, and induſtry, of ſome Par- 
liament men, the Commoners have received here'a line, and there a line of 
freedome inſerted into their laws ; as thole good lines of freedom in Aſag- 
wa Charta were obtained by much hardſhip and induſtry. 

Secondly, they were the Kings laws, becaule the Kings own creatures 
made the laws; or Lords of Mannors, Frecholders &c. were ſucceſſors of 
the Norman ouldiers from the Conquet, therefore they could do no other 
but maintaine their own, and their kings intereſt, 

And do we not fee, that all laws were made'in the dayes of the Kings to 
eaſe the rich Landlord? bur the poor laborers were left under bondage (till , 
they were to have no freedome in the earth, by thole phariſfaical laws: for 
when laws were made. and Parliaments broke up, the poor oppreſſed 
Commoners had no relief, but the power of Lords of Mannors, withhol- 
ding the free uſe of the Common land from them, remained (ti!]: for none 
durſt makeuſe of any Common land, but at the Lords leave according to 
the will and law of the Conquerer, therefore the old laws were called the 
Kings laws. 

And theſe old laws cannot govern a free Commonwealth, becauſe the 
land now is to be {et free from the flayery of the Norman Conqueſt; 4nd 
the power of Lords of Mannors, aad Norma freeholders,is to be taken 
away, or elſe the Commoners are but where they were, if not faln lower iny 
ro ſtraights then they were: and the old laws cannot look with any other 
face then they did; though they be waſhed with Commonyealths m_ 
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their cauntenance is Rill withered : therefare it was nor far nothing that the 
Kings would bave all their Laws written in French and Latine, and nor ig 
Engldb, partly in bagaur to the Norwas EY ta keep the cams 
mon peaple iggorant of their Creatian-freedoms,klt they fhauld riſe ta re 
dyes theme ves: and if thoſe Laws hy wok in Englſh., yer if the 
ame Kogly principles remain in them, the IN language would not ad- 
winds any thing, but rather ipcrealc ay fg aur knowledge af 
qur bondage. 
What «s Law in general. 
Law is a Rule, whereby Maa aod other creatures are governed ip their 
aCtionytor the preſervation of the common peace. And this Law iis twalold: 
Firſt, it is the power of Life (calkd the Law of Nature within the cyea+ 
fures) which does moye both man and beaſt in their aCtions ; or that cauſes - 
&, tYee%, cork, and all planes,to grow in their feveral ſeaſons : and what- 
over any body does , he daes it as he is moved by this inward Law. And 
this law of Nature moves twofold, wiz. uoratianally, or rationally. 
_ A wan by this inward Law i guided to actions of generation and pre- 
ſent content, ralhly, through a 4% arte without ag conkderation, 
like faolifh children, ar like the bruit beaſts : by realoo whereaf, cwch burr 
many times follows the body. And this is called the law inthe wambers 
warring againſt the law of the winds. : 
Qr when there is an inward watcdful overfight of 2ll motions to aQien, 
conlideripg the end and effects of thole actions, that there be no excels in 
diet, in ſpeech, or in ation. break forth , to the prejudice of a mans ſelf ax 
others. And this is called rbe light is was, The roaſavable power, Or 
the Law of the meinde. 
And this.riſes.up in the heart,. by an experimental obſervation of thay 


True Magiftrary Reffoyed. | 
A ad this written law,proceeding either from reaſon or uareaſonableneſs, 
is ca lled the letter ; whereby the ereation of mankinde, beafis, and carth is 
raed according to the will of that power which rules. And its called 
his oppofie, the lerter that kits, and by tholeof the me nature with 
it, it is called che word of life. 
; As forexample, if the experieaced,wiſe, and ftrong man bears rule, then 
he writes down his minde to curb che unreaſonable law of covctouſnes and 
pride in unexperienced men, to preſerve peace in the Commonwealth, And 
this is called the hr1ſforical or traditional law, becauſe it is.conveyed 
from one generation to another by writing ; as the laws of Jſreels Com- 
monwealth were writ in a book by Aﬀoſes, and to conveyed to pe- 
olterity. 

4 And this outward law is a bridle to unreafonableneſs,or as Solowmer writ, 

it is a whip fer the fools back, for whom only it was added. 

Secondly, fince Aſoſes time, the power of unreaſonable covetcouſneſs 
and pride hath ſometimes riſe up, and corrupted that traditional taw. 

For (ince the power of the ſword. riſe up, in Nations to Conquer, the 
written law hath not been to advance Common freedom.,and to beat down 
the unreaſonable ſelt-will in mankind, bur ichath been framed ro uphold 
that felf-will of the Conquerer, right-or wrong; not reipeQing the 
of the Commonwealth, but the freedome of the Conquerer and his friends 
only. By reaſon, whereof,much flavery hath been laid upon the backs of 
the plaine dealing man ; And men of publick fpirits,as Afoſos was, have 
beeg cruſhed, and their ſpirits damped thereby; which hath bred, fuſt dif- 
contents, and then more wars in the Nations. 

And thoſe who have been fayorites about the Conquerer, have by 

crifie and flattery pleaſed their kingythat they might get what they can of the 
earth into their ion ; and thereby have increated the bondage of the 
-painefal laborer, if rhey could but catch him roact contrary to the Con- 
querers will, called aw. And now the City mournes : and do we not fee, 
that the laws of Kings have been alwayes made againſt. fuch ations as 
the Con:mon-people were mot inclinableto , on purpole to enfhare them 
into their Seffions and Courts, that the Lawyers and Clergy, who were 
the Kings ſupporters, might get money thereby, and live in fulnets, by other 
mens labors ? 

But hereby the true nature of a wel-governed Commonwealth-hath been 
ruined,and the will of Kinos fetup-fora law, and the hy of riphtcauſnets, 
law of liberty trod under foot and killed. | 

Fhis traditional law of Kings, = that letter at this day which kils crue 
Freedoms andic 1s the fornemter of wars and perſecution. ro 
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This is the ſoldier, who cur Chrifts garment into pieces, which was to 


: have remained uncut and without ſeame ; this law moves the people to 
fight one againſt another for thole pieces. vsz. for the teyeral incloſures 
'of the carth, who ſhall poſſeſs the earth, and who ſhall be Ruler over 


others, 

But the true ancient lay of God. is a Coyenant of peace to whole man- 
kinde; this ſers the earth tree to all ; this unites both Jew and Gentile into 
one brotherhood, and rejects none : this makes Chriſts garment whole a- 
gaine, and makes the kingdomes of the world to become Common- 
wealths again. It is the ward power of right underſtanding, which is the 
true law that teaches people in action, as well as in words, to do as they 
would be done unto. 

But thus muchin general, what law is ; hereafter followes what thoſe 
particular laws may be, whereby a Commonwealth may be governed in 
ace, and all burdens removed; which is a breaking torth of chat law of 
iberty, which will be the joy of all Nations, when he ariſes up, agd is eſta- 
bliſhed in his brighraels. 


Short and pithy laws are beſt to govern a Commonwealth. 

The laws of 1ſraels Commonwealth were few, ſhort and pithy; and 
the government thereof was eſtabliſhed in peace,ſo long as officers and pec- 
ple were obedient thereunto. 

But thoſe many laws in the dayes of the Kings of Exgland, which were 
made ſome in times of Popery, and lome in times of Proteſtantilm , and 
the proceedings of the law being in French and Latine, hath produced two 
oreat evils in England, 

Firft,it hath occaſioned much ignorance m_—_ the peoplc,and much con- 
tention ; and the people have mightily erred through want of know- 
ledge, and thereby they have run into great expence of money by ſuits of 
law,or elie many have been impriſoned, whipped, baniſhed, loſt their eſtates 
and lives by that law which they were ignorant of, till the ſcourge there- 
of was upon their backs ; this 1s a ſore evil among the people. 

Secondly, the peoples ignorance of the laws, hath bread many ſons of 
contention: for when any difference fals out berween man and man, they 
neither of them know which offends the other ; therefore both -of them 
thinking their caule is g00d, they delight to make uſe of the law ; and then 
they go and give a Lawyer mony to tell them,which of them was the offen- 
der. The Lawyer being glad to maintain their owa trade -, fets them 
rogerher by the cars,cill all their moneys be near ſpent ; and then bids them 
xefer the buſineſs to their neighbors,to make them friends;which might have 
been done at the firſt. | So 
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So that the courſe of the Law and Lawyers hath been a meer 
ſnare to entrap the people, and to pull their Eſtates from them by 
cra't; for the Lawyers do uphold the (onquerors Intereſt, and the peoples 
Slavery : ſo that the King ſeeing that,did putall the affairs of Judicatare 
w_ their hands : And all this mult be called ?#ſtice, but it is a ſore 

vil, 

But now if the Laws were few and ſhort, and often read, it would 
prevent thoſe Evils; aud every one, knowing when they did well, and 
when ill, wovld be very cautious of their words and aRions ;z and this 
would eſcape the Lawyers craft. 

As Moſes Laws in Iſrael} Commonwealth: The People did talk of 
them When they lay down, and When they roſe up, and as they walked by the 
Way ; «nd bound them as bracelets upon their bands : ſo that they were an 
underſtanding pcople in the Laws wherein their peace did depend, 

But it is a ſign that E»g/axd is a blinded and a ſnared generation ; their 
Leader: through pride and covetouſneſs hive cauſed them to err, yea and 
periſh too, for want of the knowledg of the Laws, which hath the 
one of Life and Death, Freedom and Bondage, in its hand. But 1 hope 

tter things hereafter, 

What may be thoſe particular Laws, or ſuch a method of Laws, 
Whereby a Common'We-lth may be governed. 

TI» The bare lecter of the Lay eſtabliſhed by as of Parliament ſhall be 
the Rule for Officer ard People, and the chief Judg of all ARtions, 

2, Heor they who add or diminiſh from the Law, excepting in the 
Court of Parliament, {hall be caſhiered his Office, and never bear Office 
more, 

3. No man ſhall adminiſter the Law for Mony.or Reward; he that 
doth ſhal dye as a Traytor to che Commonwealth;for when Mony muſt buy 
and ſc]1 Ju'tice, and b:ar all the {way, there is nothing but Oppreſſion to 
be expeRed, 

4, The Laws ſhall be read by the Minſter to the people four times in 
the year, viz. every quarter, that every one may know whereunto they 
are to yeeld Obedience ; then none may dye for want of knowledg. 

5. No accuſation ſhall be taken againſt sny man, unleſs it be proved by 
two or three witnefles, or his own confeſſion. 

6. No man ſhall ſuffer any puniſhment, buc for matter of fa, or Re- 
viling words : but no man hall be troubled for his judgment or praRkite 
in the things of his G0d, ſo he live quiet in the Land, 

7. The accuſer and accuſed ſhall always appear face to face before any 


Otticer, that both (ides may be heard, and no wrong to cither party. ww 
L 8, if 
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8, If any Judg or Officer execute his own Will contrary to the Law, 
er which there is no Lavy to warrant him in, he ſhall be caſhiercd, and 
never bear Office more. 

9. He who raiſes an accuſation again? any man, and cannot prove it, 
ſhall ſuffer the ſame puniſhment the other ſhould, it proved. An Accuſa» 
tion is when one man complains of another to an Officer, all other accu» 
fations the Law takes no notice of. 

10. He who ſtrikes his Neighbor, ſhall be track himſelf by the Exe. 
cutioner blow for blow, and (hall lote cye tor eye, tooth tor teoth, limb 
for limb, life for lite :. and the reaſon is, that men may be tender ot one 
anothers bodies, doing as they wceuld be done by, 

T1. If any man ſtrike an Otficer, he thall be made a fervantunder the 
Taskmaſter for a whole year. 

12. He who endevo s to [tir up contention among neighbors, by tale» 
bearing or falſe reports, ſhall the firſt time be reproved openly by the O- 
verſcers among all the people : the ſecond time ſhall be whiped : the 
third time hall be x fervanc under the Taskmaſier for three Months : and 
if he continues, he ſhall be a fervant for ever, and loſe his Freedom in 
the Commonwealth. 

I3. If anygivereviling and provoking words, whereby his neighbors 
ſpirit is burthened, if complaint be made to the Overſeers, they ſhall ad- 
monith the offender'privately to forbear : if he continues to offend his 
neighbor, the next time he ſhall be openly reproved and admoniſhed be» 
fore the Congregation, when met together : if he continue, the third 
time he ſhall be whipe.; the fourth time, if proof be made by witneſſes, 
he ſhall be a ſervant under the Taskmalter for twelve Months, 

14. He who will rule as a Lord over his brother, unleſs he be an Ofh- 
cer commanding obedience tothe Law, he (hall be admoniſhed as afore- 
ſaid, and receive like puniſhment, if he continue. 

Laws for the planting of the Earth, c. 

15. Every houſhold ſhall keep all Inſtruments and Tools fit for therill- 
'a_e of the Earth, either for planting, reaping or threſhing., Some houſc- 
holds, which have many men in them, ſhall keep Plows, Carts, Harrows, 
and ſuch like : other-houſholds ſhall kecp Spades, Pick-axes, Axes, pru- 
ning hooks, and ſuch like, according as cye:y Family is furniſhed with 
men to work therewith, : 

And if any Maſter or Father of a Family be negligent herein, the O- 
verſcer for that Circuit ſhall admoniſh him between them two; it he 
continue negligent; the Overſeers (hall reprove him before all the people; 


and-if he utterly refuſe, then the ordering cf that Family ſhall be given 
to 
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to another, and he ſhall be a ſervant under the taskmaſter till he conform, 

16. Every family ſhall come into the field, with ſofficient affiftance, at 
{ced time to plow, dig, and plant, and at harveſt time ta reap the fruits of 
the Earth, and carry them into the Store-houſes, as the Overſeers order the 
work,and the number of workmen. And if ary refuſe to aſſiſt in this work, 
The Overſeers ſhall ask the reaſon, and if it be ſickneſs, or any diſtemper 
that hinders them, they are freed from ſuch ſervice; if meer idleneſs keep 
_ _ they are to ſuffer puniſhment, according to the Laws agaiolt 
Iakencis, 

Laws againſt Idleneſs. 

17. If any refuſe to learn a trade, or refuſe to work in ſeed-time, or har- 
veſt, or refuſe tobe a Waiter in Store-houſes, and yet will feed and clothe 
himſelf with other mens labors ; The Overſeers ſhall firſt admoniſh him pri- 
vately;if be continue idle, he ſhall be reproved openly before all the people by 
the Overſeers ; and ſhall be forbore with a moneth after this reproof : If he 
Rill continues idle, he (hall then be whipt, and be let go at liberty for a 
moneth longer ; if {till he continue idle, he (hall be delivered into the task- 
maſters hand, who ſhall ſet him to work for twelve moneths, or till he ſub. 
mit to right Order ; And the reaſon why every young man ſhall be train- 
ed upin ſome work or other; is to prevent pride and contention ; it is for 
the healch of their bodies, it is a pleaſure to the minde, to be free in lzbors 
one with another ; and it provides plenty of food and all neceffaries for the 
Common- wealth, ' 

La\vs for Store=houſes, 

18, Inevery Town and City, ſhall be appointed Store-honſes for flax, 
wool , lether, cloth, and for all ſuch commodities, as come from beyond 
Seas, and theſe ſhall be called general Store- houſes, from whence every pare 
ticular family may fetch ſuch commodities as they want, either for their uſe 
in their houſe, or for to work inthceir trades ; or to carry into the Country 
Store-houſes.. 

I9. Every particular houſe and (hop ina town or city, ſhall be apart'. 
cular Store-houſe or ſhop, as now chey be ; and theſe ſhops ſhall eicher be 
furniſhed by the particular labor of that family according to the trade that 
family is of, or by the labor of other leflcr families of the ſame trade, as all 
ſhops in every town are now furniſhed. 

20, The waiters in Store- houſes, ſhall deliver the goods under their charge, 
without receiving any money, as they ſhall receive in their goods withour 
paying any money. EE : 

21. If any waiter ina Store-houſe negle& his oftice,upan a jult complaine 


the Overſecrs ſhall acquaint the Judges Court therewith, and from thence 
& 3 he 
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he ſhall receive his ſentence tobe diſcharged that houſe and office; And to 
be appointed ſome other laboring work under the taskmaſter ; and another 
(hall have his place : For he who may live in freedom and will not, is to taſte 
of ſervitude. 

Laws for Overſeers, 

22. The onely work of every O -erſeer, is to ſee the Laws executed - for 
the Law is the true magiltracy of the Land. 

23. If avy Overſeer, favour any in their idleneſs, and negleR the execu- 
tion of the Laws, he ſhall be reproved the ficſt time by the Judges Court; 
the ſecond time caſhiered his Office, and ſhall n:ver bear office more, bur 
fall back into the rank of young people and ſervants to be a worker. 

24. New Overſeers, ſhall at their firſt entrance into their office, look back 
upon the aRions of the old Overſeers of the laſt year, to ſee if they have been- 
faithful in thcir places, and conſented to no breach of Law, whereby Kingly 
bondzge ſhould any ways be brought in. 

25. The Overſeers for Trades, ſhall ſee every family to lend aſſiſtance to 
plant and reap the fruits of the Earth ; to work in their Trades, and to fur- 
niſh the Store-houſes ; and to ſee that the Waiters in Store-houſes be dili- 
gent to receive in, and deliver out any goods, without buying and ſelling, ta 
any man whatſoever. 

26. While any Overſeer is in the performance of his place,every one ſhall 
aſfiſt him, upon pain of open reproof ( or caſhiered if he be another Officer) 
or forfeiture of freedom, according to the nature of the buſineſs in hand, in 
which he refaſed his aſſiſtance. 

: Laws againft buying and ſelling, 

27: If any man entice another to buy and ſell, and he who is enticed doth 
not yield, but makes it known to the Overſeer ; the enticer (hall loſe his 
freedom for twelve moneths,& the Overſeer ſhal give words commendation 
ofhim that refuſed the enticement, before all the Congregation, for his faith- 
fulncſs to the Common-wealths Peace. : 

28. It any dobuy and ſel} che Earth or fruits thereof, unleſs it be to, or 
with ſtrangers of another nation, according to the Law of Navigation, they 
ſhall be both put to death as traytors to the. peace of the (ommor-wealth ; 
becauſe it brings in Kingly bondage again : and is the occaſion of all quarrels 
and oppreſi1ons. ; 

29. He or ſhe who calls the Earth his, and not his brothers, ſhall be ſet 
upon a tool, with thoſe words written in his forehead, before all the Con- 
gregation ; and afterwards be made a ſervant for twelve moneths under the 
raskmaſter:If he quarrel, or ſeek by ſecret perſwation,or open riſing in arms, 
to ſet vp ſuch a Kiogly propriety, he ſhall be put to death, G 
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30. Tie Storehouſes ſhall be every mans ſubſtance,and not any ones. 

31. No man ſhall either give, hire, or take hire for his work ; for, this 
brings in Kingly bondage z If any Freemen want help, there are young 
people, or ſuch as are common ſervants, to do it, by the Overſeers ap- 
pointment : He that gives, and he that takes hire for work, ſhall both 
loſe their Freedom, and become ſervants for twelve Months under the 
Taskmaſter, 


Laws {cr N avigation, 


32. Becauſe other Natiens as yet own Monarchy, and will buy and 
ſell ; therefore it is convenient, for the peace of our Commonwealth, 
That our ſhips do tranſport our Engliſh goods, and exchange for theirs, 
and conform to the Cnltoms of other Nations in buying and ſelling : Al- 
ways provided, That what goods our ſhips carry out, they (hall be the 
Commonwealths goods ; and all their Trading with other Nations ſhall 
be upon the common Stock, to enrich the Storehouſes. 


Laws for Silver and Gold. 


33. As Silver and Gold is either found out in Mynes in our own Land, 
or brought by ſhipping from beyond Sea, it ſhall not be coyned with a 
Conquerors [tamp upon it, to ſet up buying and ſelling under his name, 
or by his leave; for there ſhall be no other uſe of it in the Common- 
wealth, then to make diſhes and other neceflaries for the ornament of 
houſes, as now there is uſe made of Braſs, Pewter, and Iron, or any other 
Metal in their uſe. 

But if in caſe other Nations, whoſe commodities we want, will not 
exchange with ns, unleſs we give them mon*y, then pieces of Silver and 
Gold may be ſtamped with the Commonwealths Arms upon it, for the 
ſame uſe, and no otherwiſe, 

For where money bears all the ſway, there is no regard of that golden 
Rule, Do 44 you World be done by": Jultice is bought and ſold : nay, 
Injuſtice is ſometimes bought and ſold for money.: and it is the caule 
of all Wars and Oppreſſions. And certainly the righteous Spirit of the 
whole Creation did never ena& ſuch a.-Law, That unleſs his weak and 
ſimple men did go from £»gland to the Eaſt Indies, and fetch Silver and 
Gold to bring -in their hands to cheir Brethren, and give it them for 
their good- will -to let them plant the Exrth, and live and enjoy. their 
livelyhood therein, 

Laws to chooſe Officers. 
34. All Overſeers and Stare- Officers ſhall be choſen new every year,to - 
L 3 prevens . 
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prevent the riſe of Ambition an4 Coverouſneſs ; for the Nations have 
ſmarted ſufficiently by ſuffering Officers to continue long in an Office, or to 
remain in an Office by hereditary ſucceſſion. 

35- A man thac isof a turbulence ſpirit,given to querceling,and provoking 
words to his neighbor,ſball not be choſen any Officer while he fo continues, 

36. All men trom twenty years of age upwards ſhall have freedom of 
voyce to chooſe Officers, unleſs they be ſuch as lic under the ſentence of the 
Law. | 

37+ Such ſhall be choſen Officers, as are rational men of moderate con- 
verſation, and who have experience in the Laws of the Commonwealth. 

38. All menfrom forty years of age upwards ſhal be capable to be choſen 
State Officers, and none younger, unleis any one by his induſtry and mode- 
rate converſation doth move the people to chooſe him. 

39. If any man make ſuit to move the people to chooſe him an Officer, 
that man ſhall not be choſe ar a!l that time : If another man perſwade the 
people to chooſe him who makes ſuit for himſclf, they ſhall both loſe their 
freedom at that time, viz. they ſhall neither have a voyce to chooſe another, 
nor be choſen themſelves. 

/ Laws againſt Treachery. 

40. He who profeſſcs the ſervice of a righteous God by preaching and 
prayer, avd makes a Trade to get the poſitions of the Earth, (hall be put to 
death for a Witch and a Cheater. 

41. He who pretends one thing in words, and his aRions declare his in- 
tent was another thing, ſhall never bear Office in the Commonwealth, 

What 1 Freedom ? 

Every Freeman ſhall have a Freedom in the Exrth, to plant or build, to 
fetch from the Store-houſes any thing he wants, and ſhall enjoy the fruits 
of his labours without reſtraint from any ; he (hall not pay Rent to any 
Landlord, and he (hill be capable to be choſen any Officer, ſo he be above 
forty years of age, and he ſhall have a voyce to chooſe Officers though he 
be under forty years of age: If he want any young men to be Aſſiſtance to 
him in bis Trade or houſhold employment, the Overſeers ſhall appoint him 
young men or maids to be his ſeryants in his family. 

Laws for ſuch as have loſt their Freedom. 

42. All thoſe who have loſt their Freedom, ſhall be clothed in white 
woolen cloth, that they may be diſtinguiſhed from others. 

43. They ſhall be under the Government of a Tazk-maſter, who ſhall 
appoint them to be Porters or Laborers, to do any work that any Freeman 
wants to be done. 

44. They (ball do all kind of labour without exception,but their ao—_ 
wor 
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work (hall be Carriers or Carters, to carry Corn, or other provifion, from 
Store- houſe to Store- houſe, from Country to Cities, and from thence to © 
Countries, 8c. 

45. It any of theſe refuſe to do ſuch work, the Task-maſter ſhall ſee them 


- whipt, and ſhall feed them with coarſe dyet-: And what hardſhip is this? 


For Freemen work the eafreſt work, and theſe ſhall work the hardeſt work : 
And to whart end is this, but to kill their Pride and Unreaſonablenefs, that 
they may become uſefal men in the Commonyyealth ? 

46. The wife or children of ſach as have loſt their Freedom, ſhall not be 
as flaves tif they have Joſt their Freedom,as their parents and husbands have 
done. 

47. He who breaks any Laws ſhall be the firſt rime reproved in words 
in private or in publique, as is ſh:-wed before ; the next time whipt, the 
_ time loſe his Freedom, either for a time or for cyer, and not to be any 

cer. 

48. He who hath loſt his Freedom (ſhall be a common ſervant to any Free- 
mm, who comes to the Task-maſters, and requires one to do any work for 
him ; always provided, that after one Freeman hath by the conſent of the 
Task-maſters appointed him his work, another Freeman (hall not call him 
thence rill that work be done. 

49. If any of theſe Offenders revik the Laws by words, they ſhall be 
ſoundly whipt, and fed with coarſe dyet ; if they raiſe weapons againſt the 


_ Laws, they ſhall dye as Traytors. 


Laws to reſtore Slaves to Freedom. 

50. When any ſlaves give open teſtimony of their humility and diligence, 
and their care to obſerve the Laws of the Commonwealth, they are then ca- 
pable to be reſtored to their Freedom, when the time of ſervitude is ex- 
pired, according to the ] udges ſentence ; but it they remain oppolite to the 
Lxws, they ſhall continue | xwes {till another term of time. 

51. None ſhall be reftored to Freedom till they have been a twelve 
Moneth laboring ſervants to the Commonwealch, for they (hall Winter and 
Summer in that condition. 

52. Whenany is reſtored to Freedom, the Judg at the Senators Court 
ſhall pronounce his Freedom, and give liberty to him, to be clothed in what 
other coloured cloth he will. 

53- It any perſons be fick or wounded, the Chyrurgeons, who are trained 
up in the knowledg of Herbs and Minerals, and know how to apply plaiſters 
or Phyfick, ſhall go when they are ſent for to any who need th:ir help, bur 
require no reward, becauſe the Common Stock is the publique pay for every 


mans labour, 
54. When 
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54. Whena dead perſon is to be buried, the Officers of the Pariſh and 
neighbors (hall go along with the Corpſe to the grave, and ſee it layd there- 
in,in a civil manner ; but the publique Miniſter nor any other ſhall have any 
hand in reading or Exhortation. 

55. When a man hath learned his Trade, and the time of his ſeven years 
Apprenticeſhip is expired, he ſhall have his Freedom to become Maſter of a 
family, and the Overſeers (hall appoint him ſuch young people to be his ſer- 
vants as they think fit, whether he marry, or live a finglc life. 

Laws for Marriage. 
56. Every man and woman ſhall have the free liberty to marry whom 


- they love, it they can obtain the love and liking of that party whom they 


world marry, and neither birth nor portion (hall hinder the match, for we 
are all of one blood, Mankind ; and for portion, the Common Store-houſes 
are every man and maids portion, as free to one as to another. 

57. If any man lie with a maid,and beget a'child,he (hall marry her. 

58, If a manlie with a woman forcibly,and ſhe cry out, and give no con- 
ſent ; if this be proved by two Witneſles, or the mans confeffion, he ſhall 
be put to death,and the woman let go free ; it is robbery of a woman bodi- 
ly Freedom. 

59. If any man by violence endeavor to take away another mars wife, the 
firſt rime of ſuch violent offer he ſhall be reproved before the Congregation 
by the Peace-maker, the ſecond time he (hall be made a ſervant under the 
Task-maſter for rwelve Moneths ; and if he forcibly lie with another mans 
wife, and ſhe cry ont, as in the caſe when a maid is forced, the man (hall be 
put to death. 

60, When any man or woman are conſented to live together in marri- 
age,they ſhall acquaint all che Overſeers in their Circuit therewith,and ſome 
other neighbors ; and being all mer together, che man ſhall declare by his 
own mouth before them all, that he takes that woman to be his wife, and 
the woman ſhall ſay the ſame, and delire the Overſeers to be Witntſles, 

61, No Maſter of a family (hall ſafer more meat to be dreſſed at a dinner 
or ſupper, then what will be ſpent and eaten by his houſhold, or company 
preſent, or within ſuch a time after, before it be ſpoyled. If there be any 
ſpoyl conſtantly made in a family of the food of Man, the Overſeer ſhall re- 
prove the Maſter for ir privatcly ; if that abuſe be continued in his family, 
through his negle of family goveramenc, he (hall be openly reproved by 
the Peace-maker before all cte people, and aihamed for his folly ; the third 
time he (hall be made a fer vant for twelve Moneths under the Task-maſter, 
that he may know what ic is to get food, and another ſhall have the over- 
fight of his houſe for the time. « 
62, N0 
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62, No man ſhall be ſuffered to keep houſe, and have ſervants under him, 
till he hath ſerved ſeven years under Command to a Maſter himſelf; the 
reaſon is, that a man may be of age, and of rational carriage, before he be a 
Governor of a family, that the Peace of the Commonwealth may be pre- 


ſerved. 


Here ts the righteous Law, an, Wilt thou it maintain ? 

1t may be, 14, as hath ſtill, in the World been ſlain, 

Truth appears in Light, Falſhood rules in Power ; 

To ſee theſe things tobe, ts cauſe of grief each hour. 
Knowledg, Why didft thou come , to Wound, and not to cure ? 
1 ſent not for thee, thou didft me inlure. 

Where knowledge does increaſe, there ſorrows multiply, 
Toſee the great deceit Which in the Worlddoth lie. 

Man ſaying one thing now, unſaing it anon, 

Breakjng all's Engagements , when deeds for him are done. 

O power where art thou, that muſt mend things amiſs? 

Come change the heart of Man, and make him truth to kiſs : 
O death where art thou ? wilt thou not tidings ſend ? : 
I fear thee not, thou art my loving friend. 

Come take thus body, and [catter it inthe Forr, 

That 1 may dwell in One, and reſt in peace once more, 
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